
Christian Aid's work in South Sudan

Peace and prosperity

Introduction
In some of the poorest countries of the world, Christian Aid
and its partners are working hard to tackle the causes and
results of poverty. This development work can be severely
hampered, however, by conflict and war. This is the current
situation in South Sudan and it is why the Church in Wales
Centenary Appeal for Christian Aid will focus on peace building
in the country.

South Sudan became an independent country in 2011 amid
much hope and optimism, following a referendum in which its
people voted overwhelmingly to separate from Sudan.

However, following a political crisis which erupted in 2013,
South Sudan has spiralled into a conflict which has spread
across most parts of the country and has led to the deaths of
thousands of people and widespread displacement. A
breakdown of a partial peace agreement between the
government and the main opposition group in mid-2016 led to
a major escalation of the fighting, which now affects the whole
country.

A new peace agreement signed in September 2019 is being
implemented only very slowly and did not include all armed
groups, so fighting continues in several parts of the country,

as does conflict between and within tribes, mainly over cattle
and water resources.

Conflict and poverty
Conflict adds to the problems of a poor country, through the
displacement of people, the disruption of already poor public
services such as education and health and the erosion of
social structures. Efforts to develop the economy or public
services are severely hampered by armed conflict.

A poor economy can itself lead to conflict and violence. In
South Sudan both the inflation and unemployment rates are
high, leading to severe poverty and a great deal of robbery
with violence. Humanitarian access to the thousands of
people in need around the country is severely restricted by
insecurity, vehicle hijacking and poor, unmaintained roads.

The most recent violence has led to the deaths of thousands
of people. Nearly 4 million people have been uprooted from
their homes internally or have fled and become refugees in
neighbouring countries. Disease and malnutrition have
severely affected women and children especially, and
psychological trauma is widespread. Cases of human rights
violations, including torture, arbitrary detention, extrajudicial
executions and sexual and gender-based violence have been

South Sudan is one of the world's poorest countries and is in the midst of a humanitarian crisis. Conflict adds to the problems of a
poor country, through the displacement of people and the disruption of already poor public services such as education and health.



widely reported, with sexual violence being used as a weapon
of war by all sides of the conflict. Women suffer
disproportionately in conflicts while also being excluded from
many opportunities to influence efforts toward peace.

Without peace, there will be no prosperity. Tackling conflict is
essential before South Sudan can experience any real
difference in poverty levels and all its effects.

Christian Aid’s work in South Sudan -
Hope for peace
Christian Aid has been working in the Sudan and South Sudan
since the 1970s.

As with Christian Aid’s work around the world, the work in
South Sudan is done through local partners. Often against the
odds, within a challenging environment and ongoing
insecurity, these partners make a considerable difference in
communities across the nation through humanitarian,
peacebuilding, development and advocacy work. The church
plays a vital role in the hope for peace in South Sudan.

Christian Aid works alongside partners such as the South
Sudanese Relief and Development Agency (SSUDRA) and the
South Sudan Council of Churches. Indeed, the church is
identified by many as one of the few key South Sudanese
institutions with the ability and credibility to reach
communities, address the root causes of conflict and to
ensure that the voice of the voiceless is represented in high-
level peace processes.
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The Episcopal Church of South Sudan
As the Church in Wales celebrates its Centenary, so does the
Episcopal Church of South Sudan. In 1920 the Diocese of Egypt
and Sudan was given autonomy from Jerusalem and its first
bishop was Llewellyn Henry Gwynne of Swansea. Today clergy
are trained at the Bishop Gwynne College in Juba.

A key partnership for Christian Aid in South Sudan is the
Justice, Peace and Reconciliation Committee (JPRC), which is a
department of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan.
Established in 2000 and based in Juba, its aim is to seek
healing and reconciliation among the various communities
affected by conflict throughout the nation.

Through activities such as peace and reconciliation
workshops, trauma healing, conferences, advocacy, peace
prayer vigils, training for church, youth, community and civil
society leaders and tribal chiefs, the JPRC has a vision to see a
peaceful society, free from violence and hatred and is
reaching hundreds of people with its message for hope.

In 2017 for example, a peace prayer vigil held in the Cathedral
in Juba was so well received, senior police officers present
invited a similar vigil to be held within the police headquarters
– an event that not only included police officers but also
members of military intelligence, fire service, wild life officers
and prison officers.

The Centenary appeal – in partnership
with JPRC
Building peace in South Sudan calls for faithful and long-term
commitment. From 2020-25, the Church in Wales' ambition is
for churches across the Province to give, act and pray for
Christian Aid’s work in South Sudan; to provide funding for
JPRC to secure stable personnel so that it can better
implement and scale up its vital peacebuilding activities. In
order to do this, we must raise a minimum of £10,000 per
year.

Through this work we will stand in solidarity with those living
through conflict and violence first-hand and will be supporting
communities to respond to real challenges of building peace
with integrity, respect, courage and hope.

https://www.christianaid.ie/resources/siblings-shalom-
theological-reflections-peacebuilding

Through activities such as peace and reconciliation
workshops, the JPRC aims to seek healing and reconciliation
among the various communities affected by conflict
throughout the nation.


