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The Bishop of Llandaff is seeking to appoint a first Rector for the newly-created  
Rectorial Benefice of Llantrisant. 

 
 

Our Diocesan Vision 

We believe faith matters. 

Our vision is that all may encounter and know the love of God through 

truth, beauty and service, living full and rich lives through faith. 

Transforming lives through living and bearing witness to Jesus Christ is 

our calling. We seek to do this in a Diocese that is strong, confident, 

alive and living in faith, engaged with the realities of life and serving 

others in His name. 

Our profound belief in the sovereignty of God means that we will look to 

continue Christ’s church and mission by telling the joyful story of Jesus, 

growing the Kingdom of God by empowering all to participate and 

building the future in hope and love. 

Our Shared Aims 

Telling the joyful story 

Growing the Kingdom of God 

Building our capacity for good 

 

 

Llantrisant lies in the centre of the Diocese of Llandaff, approximately 12 miles north-west of Cardiff, the 

capital city of Wales.   From here, it is 20 miles north to the entrance of the Brecon Beacons National Park, 

and 20 miles south to the beaches and cliffs of the Wales Heritage Coast.  

 

It is a historic town, with a Royal Charter dating back to 1346.  It is also the home of The Royal Mint, which 

produces all United Kingdom coinage, and coinage for over 40 countries world wide.  The other main areas 

of population - Llantwit Fardre, Pontyclun, Llanharry and Llanharan - are all chiefly residential, with 

increasing populations, placing a growing strain on local services and facilities, to meet the needs of people 

moving into the south Wales region for work, or as commuters. 

 

The new Benefice will bring together the four parishes which presently serve the area - Llantrisant, Llantwit 

Fardre, Pontyclun, Talygarn & Llanharry and Llanharan with Brynna (Peterston-super-Montem) – into a 

single parochial unit.  This will enable them to respond more effectively to the strategic vision of the 

diocese, in and beyond the next five years.  It will be a catalyst for new ways of collaborative working 

among clergy and congregations, to equip them better to deliver the diocesan goals. 
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Clergy Staffing:     By a coincidence of retirement dates of the former incumbents, three of the parishes 

are currently in vacancy. The new Rector, therefore, can expect early on to be involved with the 

appointment of two new incumbent colleagues as Vicars in the benefice, and will have the key 

responsibility, with them and the present incumbent of Llantwit Fardre, the Revd Philip Gullidge, of forming 

the internal structures and relationships of the new benefice.   

 

While the allocation of ministerial responsibilities among the clergy team may vary in future, it is anticipated 

that each will have primary responsibility for a different geographical area of the benefice, on the following 

pattern:- 

 

           Residing:   Primary Responsibility: 
 

 Rector   Llantrisant Vicarage  SS Illtyd, Gwynno and Dyfodwg, Llantrisant 

St David, Miskin 

St Michael & All Angels, Beddau 
 

Vicar    Llantwit Fardre  St Illtud, Llantwit Fardre 

Revd Philip Gullidge  
 

 Vicar   Pontyclun  St Anne, Talygarn 

    to be appointed     St Paul, Pontyclun 

St Illtyd, Llanharry 
 

Vicar   Llanharan  SS Julius & Aaron, Llanharan 

    to be appointed     St Peter, Brynna 

 

       Assistant Curate   Llantrisant   in third year of training contract, currently 

   Revd Steven Brett      based in Llantrisant, Miskin and Beddau. 

 

The new benefice is expected to come into existence on the same day as the Rector is inducted.   

           

This is a unique opportunity for the right person, to shape what will be (in population terms) one of 

the largest rectorial benefices in the diocese. The successful candidate will be someone who, 

 

Essentially:- 

• has a proven record and successful experience in a substantial parish setting 

• understands the dynamics of team-building and leading organisational change 

• enjoys ministry in a collaborative environment, and can help others to grow in this context 

• expects to work with both lay and clergy colleagues, and to foster diversity among them 

• relishes the challenge of finding new ways to express and live out the Christian faith for the 

communities around Llantrisant, in the twenty-first century 

 

Desirably:- 
 

• can demonstrate an ability to meet the major aspirations of the churches, as expressed in this profile 

• is well-resourced physically and emotionally, appreciating the demands of this new role 

• has knowledge, or an appreciative understanding, of the Church in Wales and the Welsh language  
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The Benefice 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Population and Attendance: 

Deanery Parish Churches 
 Population 

2011 Census  
Adult 

Attendance   

Pontypridd Llantrisant  
Ss Illtyd, Gwynno 
& Dyfodwg  

15313 
116 

   St David      

   St Michael      

 Llantwit Fardre St Illtud 15168 60 

 
Pontyclun, Talygarn and 
Llanharry St Anne  

11633 
47 

   St Paul      

   St Illtyd      

 Llanharan w Brynna 
St Julius & St 
Aaron  

8825 
49 

   St Peter, Brynna     

Benefice Total  9 50939 223 
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Reserves and Resources: 

Parish 
Unrestricted 

Reserves 
2018 

Restricted 
Reserves 

2018 

Total 
Reserves 

2018 

 Parish Share as % of 

Unrestricted Income 

Llantrisant £82,376 £111,918 £194,294 47% 

Llantwit Fardre £207,358 £29,935 £237,293 58% 

Pontyclun, 
Talygarn and 

Llanharry 
£54,641 £30,745 £85,386 39% 

Llanharan with 
Brynna 

£20,371 0 £20,371 57% 

 

 

Accommodation for the Rector 

 No.1 Coed Yr Esgob, Llantrisant CF72 8EL 

This a 1960s detached 4 bedroom house set over 3 floors.  The house, which is about a 5 minute walk 

from Llantrisant Church, has a large kitchen with separate dining room, a spacious lounge on the 

ground floor with a separate study alongside; there are 2 bathrooms. The house has gas central 

heating, a large garden with a patio area, parking for 3 or 4 cars and a separate garage 

Within walking distance is a general store, 

butchers, restaurant, a few gift shops and a 

café. 

Llantrisant Primary School which has been 

judged as ‘Good’ in  their last Estyn (OFSTED) 

inspection, is close by and the nearest 

secondary school is Y Pant School which was 

judged ‘Excellent’ in all 5 categories. Children 

from this parish also attend The Bishop of 

Llandaff Church in Wales High School  in 

Cardiff. 

Doctors Surgeries, Pharmacy, a supermarket and many other high street stores are 5 minute drive 

away in Talbot Green. 

 

Clergy Terms of Service 
 

This post is offered with Common Tenure under the Church in Wales Clergy Terms of Service, subject 
to Enhanced DBS check. Clergy expenses are paid monthly, and in line with Church in Wales 
guidelines.   
No Easter offering is given. 
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The formation of the Rectorial Benefice is a natural development from earlier conversations, 

which took place in 2017, between clergy and people in three of the former parishes above. These 

conversations have resumed in 2020, with churchwardens and clergy from all four areas.   

 
The following points have been agreed as the starting point for the new benefice, by churchwardens 
of the nine churches: …  
 

What is our overall and scriptural vision for the new Benefice? 

     Acts 4:32  ’ The whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common’  

(NRSV) 

To share the gospel of Jesus Christ locally. 

To nurture and disciple people in their faith. 

To serve our wider communities and minister with them effectively. 

Aims of the new Benefice – What are the overall aims for us in coming together? 

We are better and stronger together. 

Be effective witnesses for Jesus in our communities. 

To support each other’s activities already taking place in the nine churches. 

Explore new areas of ministry. 

To use the skills and resources of both Benefice clergy and laity to best effect. 

To provide opportunities for congregations to grow spiritually. 

What do we want to achieve? 

Promote a more collaborative way of working together – without losing our individual church 

identities. 

To give the Christian message a higher profile in the local communities and to all age groups. 

Achieve a greater communication between the churches. 

Areas of collaboration – How will we work together to bring about our aims? 

Promote the Benefice well within the nine churches so that people identify and engage with it. 

Form working groups to plan a variety of spiritual, social and teaching activities.  

Encourage greater lay involvement. 

Collaborate on the wider mission of the church. 

 

Working together – What do we envisage to be the day to day outworkings of the above? 

Think of ourselves from now on: as nine churches sharing our lives in one benefice. 

Pray for each other in weekly intercessions. 

Collaborate in prayer, teaching and social events, – eg  Quiet days, retreats, worship, discipleship 

courses, seasonal courses, joint festival events, a benefice-wide prayer group. 

Serve together in local schools and hospitals. 

Pastoral support – bereavement – care for the elderly and lonely. 

Encourage the sharing of skills. 
Consider appointment of an administrator / communications person responsible for collation and 
dissemination of information across the benefice through website, magazine and newsletter 
Benefice training days (eg Safeguarding, Dementia Awareness etc) 
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Proposed legal and practical applications of the above: 
 
The benefice PCC should have representation from every church, and will meet regularly to lead us in 
our shared mission as a benefice.  Two benefice churchwardens, a benefice treasurer and PCC 
secretary will serve ex officio on the PCC. 
 
Churches will be encouraged to form local church councils, as needed, for administering day-to-day 

affairs. 
 

Upon formation of the benefice, all the reserves of the former parishes, not otherwise restricted, will 
be designated by the PCC, to be used for the benefit of the churches formerly in those parishes.  All 
restricted funds will continue to be restricted to their original purposes.   
Thereafter, all future income and reserves will be held in common by the whole benefice, and 
applied at the discretion of the PCC. 
 

The new benefice will be a registered charity, using the number of the existing registered charity, of 
the Parish of Llantrisant: 1132553. 
 

The four incumbent clergy will reside in different areas of the benefice, and, among any other duties, 

hold primary responsibility for different geographical areas and churches, in order to build strong 

relationships with local communities. 
 

They will meet regularly for prayer and support, and ensure a balance between their primary area 

responsibility and their ministry to the whole benefice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
*       *       *       *       * 

 
 
The papers which follow provide further detailed information on the four main areas of the new 
benefice - with particular detail relating to the three churches of the former Parish of Llantrisant, in 
Llantrisant, Miskin and Beddau.    
Other former parishes are reflected in the three summary profiles relating to each area:-    
        

Llantrisant                 www.parishofllantrisant.org.uk   
 Llantwit Fardre                  https://parishoflf.org 
 Pontyclun, Talygarn and Llanharry https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/L311 
 Llanharan and Brynna   https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/L299 
 
 
All the information can be supplemented by reference to the current websites of all the constituent 
churches, as shown above. 

  

http://www.parishofllantrisant.org.uk/
https://parishoflf.org/
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/L311
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/L299
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WHO WE ARE 

 

Welcome to our Area Profile we hope this will give you an insight into Llantrisant, 

what it is like to live, work and worship here. We are busy churches, with a wide 

variety of services and activities.  

Our Mission statement “Walking together with Jesus” is particularly relevant in the 

current diocesan Year of Pilgrimage. We believe this is an exciting time for our 

churches, where we aim to live out the diocesan and local vision in ourselves and in 

our communities. 

Through our worship and our service to the community we want to share the joyful 

story of God’s love for us and how it can transform lives. This is an opportunity to 

witness to the truth that Jesus Christ came “..that they may have life, and have it to 

the full”. 

With the formation of our Lay Ministry Team we have the desire to seek new ways to 

engage with our wider community. We are committed to encourage and enable 

others to explore how faith matters for them and the difference it can make to their 

lives. 

As churches we live out the Christian message through our actions and outreach. We 

work to help others in need and become agents of change through supporting 

Rainbow of Hope; the Huggard Centre and  Dementia Support. 

We hope that you will want to find out more and we pray that with God’s guidance 

and by his Grace, we will find our new Rector who will give leadership and work 

alongside the laity to help us to find new ways of sharing the good news of the 

Gospel in our communities.  

 

                                              
Member of the Lay Ministry Team 
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OUR HOPES 

The people of Llantrisant, Miskin and Beddau, together with others in the Rectorial 

Benefice, are eager to move forward under the leadership of the new Rector. 

Collectively and individually, we are encouraging, enthusiastic and supportive – 

willing to try new ideas, keeping what works but comfortable with discarding things 

which don’t. 

• We want the church to grow, in particular to develop our children’s and youth 

work through a greater involvement in local schools. 

 

• We want to continue to encourage through the established Lay Ministry Team 

all members of the church in their discipleship. 

 

• We want to engage with our community in new ways in order to communicate 

the Christian message and spread the Gospel good news. 

Therefore we are looking for someone 

• who has Jesus central to their life and ministry. A teacher who is able to 

communicate the Gospel to help us grow in our faith and discipleship; 

 

• who is committed to finding new ways of reaching out to people within our 

communities, particularly young families, school children and young people; 

 

• who is comfortable with our mix of traditional and more relaxed styles of 

worship 

 

• who will work alongside the Lay Ministry Team; 

 

• who is a sensitive pastor who is committed to inclusion, diversity and equal 

opportunities; 

 

• who is a confident and collaborative leader, enabling and encouraging other 

people’s vocations and ministry; 

 

• who is approachable, down to earth with a sense of humour. Someone who is 

willing to listen and respect the ideas of others; 

 

• who will be a real presence in the local area, involving themselves and church 

members in the wider community; 

 

• who has good organisational and IT skills to support the use of social media in 

our mission to the communities we serve. 
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WHERE WE ARE. 

 

LLANTRISANT PARISH 

The town and borough of Llantrisant is perched upon the mountains 

and by position is like one of the Italian towns of the middle ages. It 

is a place where it can easily be imagined that men would have 

rested at an early period and have settled for mutual defence.” 

    Judge Falconer, 1865 

 

Llantrisant Parish is situated in the Rhondda Cynon Taf Council area and lies in a 

saddle on the northern edge of the Vale of Glamorgan and at the southerly end of 

the Ely Valley. The Parish has a population of 27,000 (2017 estimate) and comprises 

four main areas, the old town of Llantrisant, the villages of Miskin, and Beddau and 

the more commercial area of Talbot Green. 

There are good road links and regular and frequent public transport connections to 

Cardiff, Pontypridd and Bridgend. Llantrisant is less than two miles from M4 junction 

34. 

Llantrisant town was granted a Royal Charter in 1346. Historically Llantrisant is 

known for its longbowmen who fought at the Battle of Cressy (1346)  in the 100 

Years War, also dating back to 1346 is the ceremony of Beating of the Bounds which 

still takes place in the Parish every seven years and in which St Illtyd’s Church is 

actively involved. The old town is set high on a hill and is the focal point for the 

Parish Church. The population in the area is fairly equally distributed between young 

and old inhabitants. There is a popular local authority run leisure centre and gym, 

and swimming pool below the old town.   

Miskin is a small village lying two and a half miles south of Llantrisant and is the 

home of St David’s Church. The village is situated in a rural setting on the edge of 

the Vale of Glamorgan. The area is predominately residential.  

Beddau is a former mining village situated one and half miles east of Llantrisant. The 

mine closed in 1986 and the coking works in 2002. The Beddau community is served 

by St Michael’s Church. Since the closure of the mine and coke works the village and 

surrounds is now mainly residential.  Housing is a mixture of former local authority 

rented accommodation and private housing.  

Talbot Green lies a short distance to the west below Llantrisant old town. Talbot 

Green is the main commercial centre for the area and has two retail parks which 

offer all the main high street stores and a large superstore as well as local 

independent shops in the nearby town centre. There is some housing, a mixture of 

private and former local authority, but not as extensive as in the other three areas. 
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Although Llantrisant, Beddau and Miskin are long established communities, there has 

been significant housing and infrastructure development in the wider area of 

Llantrisant over the last two decades. Major mixed private housing developments 

have taken place, which have attracted individuals and families from the South Wales 

Valley communities and from the city of Cardiff. 

 

              OUR BUILDINGS 

Llantrisant Parish Church  

The Church of St Illtyd, St Gwynno and St Dyfodwg 

The site of the Parish Church has been used for Christian worship for over 1300 

years. Parts of the Parish Church are thought to date from the late eleventh century. 

The Church building, listed grade 2 by Cadw, was 

rebuilt in Norman Style in 1246 and underwent 

two major restorations in the nineteenth century. 

The recent quinquennial report has indicated that 

considerable work needs to be carried out on the 

church tower and bells. The PCC are planning a 

way forward for the necessary work to be carried 

out.  

Llantrisant Parish Church has been the town’s most prominent landmark for almost a 

thousand years. The Church stands high on a hill as a lookout across the Glamorgan 

Vale, and as a sentinel over the entrance to the Ely Valley. For its worshippers it 

stands as a beacon of faith and guiding light. The church is a popular venue for 

music concerts in support of worthwhile causes and also holds an annual Christmas 

Tree Festival which is hugely popular and  attended by local and school choirs from 

the Parish and its wider boundaries. 

St David’s Miskin 

St David’s serves the community of Miskin. In contrast 

to the Parish Church at Llantrisant, St David’s is a 

relatively new building and is grade 2 listed. The church 

was built in 1907 and replaced a corrugated iron church 

from 1878. St David’s was consecrated in 1933. A new 

toilet and kitchen area are planned for the church and 

hopefully work will start soon. The pleasant situation 

and setting of St David’s makes it a popular 

wedding venue.  

                                                                             

Some of St. David’s mid-week congregation 
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  St Michael and All Angels. Beddau                                                

St Michael’s was built in 1936. The design of the church is unusual and has a 

distinctive art-deco influence. The church sits in a large plot 

of land and there are plans to create a community garden 

around the church involving the local community. The 

interior of St Michael’s can be used to hold local community 

events. A maintenance programme on the church has 

recently been undertaken during which new doors and 

heaters have been fitted. St Michael and All Angels is a grade 2 star listed building.                          

 

 

  St. Michael’s mid-week congregation 

                

 

The Parish Hall 

The Parish Hall is situated at a corner of the Parish Churchyard  adjacent to a gate 

which is the main entrance to the church. The 

Hall, which is a substantial  building, was 

originally a Wesleyan Chapel. It was purchased 

by the church in 1904 for the sum of approx. 

£100 and has been used as the Parish Hall ever 

since. The Hall underwent a major 

refurbishment in 2014, and now, as well as a 

major open activity area and stage, it has a 

separate meeting room, toilet facilities for the 

disabled and a fully fitted kitchen.  

 

The Hall is extensively used by the parish congregation and the local community. The 

church uses the Hall for café style services which  

encourage non-church-goers to join in worship with 

us. It is also used for social and fundraising events for 

the parish resources and local and national charities. 

The Parish Hall is also home for the local Brownie 

group and the Dementia Support group. 

Helpers at the Dementia Support group 
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WHAT WE DO:  our worship, fellowship and administration 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

Church 

 

 

Time 

 

 

Service 

 

 

Average 

attendance 

 

 

Parish Church 

 

9am 

Traditional Eucharist 

With hymns led by organ 

 

30 

 

 

Parish Church 

 

 

 

11am 

Informal Family Worship with 

Communion alternate weeks  
Singing led by Worship Group * 

Living Stones children’s group 

meet during service 

 

36 

 

 

Parish Church 

 

 

6pm 

 

Evensong. 

1st Sunday of month Eucharist. 

Hymns led by organ 

 

16 

 

 

St. David’s 

 

 

11am 

 

Traditional Eucharist. 

1st Sunday of month Family worship  

Hymns/songs led by piano 

 

30 

 

St. Michael’s 

 

9.15am 

Eucharist 

Hymns led by CD 
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 MIDWEEK SERVICES 

St. Michael’s 

Tuesday 

 

10am 

 

Said Eucharist 

 

12 

St. David’s 

Thursday 

 

 

10am 

 

Said Eucharist 

 

8 

 

 

*Llantrisant Church Worship Group lead 

worship with guitars, keyboard, clarinet, 

violin and drums. 
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Fellowship 

 
The three congregations are also very much involved in prayer and fellowship 
outside of their formal Church services and meetings. Prayer plays an important part 
of our activities outside church.  A Men’s Prayer Group (5 members) and a Partner’s 
in Prayer Group (8 members) meet monthly, while 2Ponder, a prayer and Bible study 
group, (10 members), meet weekly at a local coffee shop. 

 
There are also other active fellowship groups in the form of House Groups meeting 
fortnightly (18 members), Women of the Well Ladies Fellowship (15 members) who 
meet every other month and Mothers Union (10 members) who meet monthly. 
 
There is also a twice monthly Dementia Support Group for dementia sufferers and 
their carers (12 members) and a monthly Click and Chatter, knitting, needlework and 
fellowship group, (12 members). 
 
All of the above groups are led by lay members of the Parish. Each church has a rota 
of sidespersons, readers and those who prepare and lead prayers of intercession. We 
also have a number of parishioners who lead services, house groups and various 
church groups. Because of the number of lay people involved we have recently 
started a parish Lay Ministry Team, to encourage, support and co-ordinate the work 
of this group. We are very pleased that so many of the laity are willing to serve God 
in this way. 
 
We are very pleased that in the last 5 years 2 of our members have been called into 
training for the ordained ministry. 
 
Administration 
 
The churches of Llantrisant have many people involved in the running of their affairs: 
a number of lay officers such as Parish Treasurer, Gift Aid Secretary, Stewardship 
Recorder, Magazine Editor, Newsletter Collator, Safeguarding Officer. Our Parish 
Secretary undertakes the day to day administrative tasks, The Parish Warden and 5 
sub wardens have looked after the running of the churches. 
 

 
Held in the Parish 2018 

WEDDINGS 35 

FUNERALS 38 

BAPTISMS 31 
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CHRISTMAS 

Our Christmas services are generally well 
attended and especially our Crib service; held 
on Christmas eve; this will often have over 200 
people attending. We would like to reach out to 
those who we see at Christmas, Easter and 
special services to make them part of our 
regular fellowship. 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

The festival has been held in Llantrisant Church 
for the last 18 years and has been very successful.   Over 60 decorated trees are 
displayed in the church each year by local businesses, community groups, schools, 
nurseries, craft groups etc.  We have raised in excess of £50,000 which has been 
split equally between various charities and church funds. 

We see the festival as outreach and part of the mission of the church.         

 

Local charities we support 
Rainbow of Hope –distribution of food to the homeless in Cardiff (monthly rota) 
Huggard Centre Cardiff – regular collection of food, toiletries, clothes and bedding for 
the homeless 
Food Bank – parish volunteers help weekly in Talbot Green 
 
National and International charities we support 
Christian Aid 
Parkinson’s charity 
Macmillan Cancer Care 
The Big Issue 
Japan Mission 
PONT – Llantrisant Parish is linked through the charity PONT to Sibembe Church in 
Mbale Uganda 
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FINANCE 

A Finance Group of five members manage the Parish finances. The group consists of 

four PCC members, which includes the Parish Treasurer, and one non-PCC member. 

The Finance Group report direct to the PCC through the Treasurer, for ratification of 

all decisions. 

The final accounts for 2018 showed a surplus of £8,000. The draft accounts for the 

twelve months ending 31 December 2019 (summarised below) show a deficit of 

£17,000 for the year.  The Finance group have reported the  position to the PCC who 

have agreed to put in place measures aimed at reducing the deficit and returning to 

a surplus in future years. 

 

 INCOME         £ 

 Direct Giving     62,000 

 Gift Aid Tax Relief    14,000 

 Wedding & Funeral (net income)    7,000 

 Other Income (including grants)  15,000 

       98,000 

 EXPENDITURE 

 Parish Share     58,000 

 Utilities & Insurance    22,000 

 Building Maintenance & Cleaning  14,000 

 Curate Housing      6,000 

 Other General Expenses     9,000 

 Capital Items       6,000 

             115,000 

 DEFICIT     17,000 
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The Parish of Llantwit Fardre - St llltud’s Church 

 
The Parish covers the communities of Tonteg, Church Village, Llantwit Fardre and Efail Isaf. The Vicar is 

The Reverend Philip Gullidge, who has been in post since August 2008. 

 

The Parish of Llantwit Fardre has strong ties with Ty Coch Special School through the work of the Vicar 

as a Governor.  

 

The Vicar is Senior Chaplain of Dyfed and Glamorgan Army Cadet Force, with 23+ years of experience of 

this youth activity. This covers some 60 detachments and about 1000 young people from 12 to 18 years 

old, from Aberystwyth to the edge of Cardiff.   Summer Camps bring the Vicar into contact with 400 

young People and 80 adults at camp most years. 

There has been a joint Messy Church with Salem Baptist Chapel in the recent past and a group called 

Love 365 which organises Christmas Wrapped Up, Easter Cracked, 24, CSI Jerusalem, taking the real 

meaning of Christmas and Easter to primary and secondary schools in the parish. 

The Church Building dates from the 1500’s and the tower dates from 1636 the Building is Grade II 

listed.  The Church is believed to have been founded by St. Illtud himself, and a place of worship has 

been on this site for 15 centuries, though the original wooden building is long gone!  The base of the 

current building has some Norman stonework within it. 

The Church here serves a growing population some of which is relatively affluent, but some severely 

deprived.  The age structure is moving towards the aged as retirees are a significant number.  There 

is a Sunday school.  The full range of Church in Wales services are held annually and there are strong 

links with other local denominations in the Area, particularly with our Baptist sisters and brothers in 

Salem Chapel.   The normal range of baptism, bereavement, funeral and counselling services are 

carried out as required / requested.   The Parish contributes to the Deanery efforts in supporting the 

Pontypridd Food Bank both in terms of produce and volunteers.  Leadership for the diocesan 

Mothers’ Union “Away from it All” holiday scheme is currently held by the parish.  The scheme allows 

disadvantaged families to have a holiday in the Porthcawl based caravan; some of the families do not 

otherwise get a holiday, or have never ever been on a holiday.  For minor maintenance there is a 

group (the Tuesday Team) that deals with grounds needs and small repair and painting tasks which 

has continued for many years. 

Regular attendances are in the order of 55 – 60 split between an 8 o’clock and 10 o’clock Sunday 

services.  A further 3 or 4 people regularly contribute sums of money but are unable to attend either 

through age or illness.  As in many Anglican churches in the UK many more identify with the Church 

in Wales as being their “home” Church and this is reflected in numbers who request St Iltud’s for 

funerals and for weddings.   

The local area of Llantwit Fardre has witnessed a year on year increase in its housing stock, schools, 

community facilities and other community support services over the last five decades, and now has a 

population of approximately 17000. The demographic has changed, to see the greatest expansion in 

younger and married adults, who mostly look to the nearby city of Cardiff for work and recreation. 

St Illtud’s Church has a number of initiatives already in place to welcome members of the public and 

to improve and expand our outreach programme. 
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The church building is currently used for a number of annual events including for example concerts 

with local choirs both adult and children. We also offer, through our director of music monthly organ 

recitals. The church also has an innovative annual service for all parishioners’ pets and other animals 

which is always well supported.               

We have a small but active Tuesday morning group (The Tuesday Team) who strive to maintain the 

churchyard and its environs.  

There is a three person team to deal with the overall management of the fabric of the Church.  The 

team are currently heavily involved in the tower repair – which is in dire need of refurbishment 

(there is a faculty in place to permit this work).  Fundraising is under way.   
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Our Hopes  

• We pray to remain a force for Christ, grounded in gospel teaching 

• We pray to be an outreaching community that takes the love of God to wherever it is 

needed in our complex society 

• We would like to move away from ‘maintenance’ to ‘mission’; according to a recent 

survey 90% of our church members want to be involved in facilitating growth  

• We wish to provide spiritual guidance within our communities, spreading faith and 

hope to church members and non-church members alike 

• There is much talent in our churches which needs to be nurtured, encouraged and 

utilised. We have a lay led ministry which we wish to be reinvigorated 

• We would like to expand the home visiting team 

• There is a desire to strengthen existing ecumenical links 

• With the neighbouring parts of the new benefice, we would want to develop: 

o Work in Schools, eg “Open The Book” in Welsh and English 

o A joint project for “Holiday school meals” 

o A sponsorship scheme to bring a Syrian refugee family into the parish 

• We value the many good things already taking place, for example: 

o the Lost and Loved baby service at St. Anne’s, held in co-operation with the 

Royal Glamorgan Hospital 

o working with young people in Messy Church, Air Cadets and Sunday School 

o the warm, friendly and welcoming environment in all our churches, and their 

frequent use by the community for baptisms, weddings and funerals 

o support for the Food Bank 

Churches 
St Paul’s, Pontyclun 

St. Paul’s is a Victorian building set on the eastern edge of the village of Pontyclun. There is 

no adjacent burial ground but it has a recently refurbished church car park and new ramped 

access to the Church. The Church Hall is also situated within the church grounds. Sunday 

worship is held at 8.45am, (currently under review), with approximately 30 in attendance. 
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St Anne’s, Talygarn 
St. Anne’s is a Grade 2 listed building set in a rural area, on the southern edge of the village 

of Talygarn. The building, which is in need of considerable repairs, stands within a closed 

churchyard, which also has the ruin of a medieval chantry.  

Sunday worship here is at 11.30am and has approximately 20 in attendance.  

 

St Illtyd’s, Llanharry 

It is believed that a religious building has been on this site since the ‘Age of the Saints’. The 

present church was rebuilt in 1868, when the previous place of worship was knocked down 

and reconstructed very much along the lines of the original design. 

After recently undergoing a major refurbishment, thanks to funding from the Lottery, CADW 

and small donations, Llanharry church is looking at its best, and in a very good state of 

repair. We average around twelve regular Sunday communicants. 
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Over the years St. Illtyd’s has proved very popular for weddings and baptisms, as this is now 

the only place of worship in the village. We also hold about one funeral every month in the 

church.  

 

The tradition of all three churches is best described as modern liberal Catholic, with 

vestments being worn at Eucharists, and the Church in Wales 2004 liturgy being used on 

Sundays.  Joint services for all three churches are held monthly.    There are two Readers, 

who hold diocesan PTO (Permission to Officiate), attached to these churches. 

 

Church Halls 
 

There are two church halls in the 

parish, the larger of them being at 

Pontyclun (see right). This hall is 

extensively used by the local 

community on a hire basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

At Llanharry there is a small War Memorial / Church Hall with off-street parking opposite the 

church. Tea and coffee (and chat!) are enjoyed there after services. 

We hold weekly coffee mornings, to which all in the community are welcomed. In addition, 

local choirs hold their practices there twice 

weekly, joint Messy Church is held 

monthly, and there is a bi-monthly Quiz 

Night and other fund raising events.  

In Lent the parish joins together with four 

other denominations in holding Lent 

Lunches; the proceeds are then shared 

between charities.  

We hold our PCC meetings in the hall, and 

it also has a smaller room upstairs which is 

also used for meetings and as an office.  

The hall is an ideal size for small parties or even funeral receptions.  
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The Communities 
The ward of Pontyclun houses about 8,000 inhabitants. Other denominations in the area 

include a Presbyterian Church, a Baptist Church and (close by, but in the next parish) a 

Roman Catholic Church. 

The community is served by all the main requirements i.e. Doctor’s Surgery, Dentist, 

Opticians, and the Royal Glamorgan Hospital approximately two miles away. The village also 

boasts a variety of shops, eating establishments, coffee shops etc. 

Pontyclun is in the commuting belt for Cardiff. There is a bus service to the city every fifteen 

minutes and an hourly train service. Nearby there are a number of out of town retail 

centres, business parks and industrial estates. 

Since the closure of the local iron ore mine and nearby coal mine since the middle of the 

20th century Llanharry no longer contains any industry. There are good transport links to the 

local towns.  

 

Community Links 
We have a long ecumenical tradition of working with other Churches and Chapels in the 

area, for example: Lent Lunches; Joint Services and Christmas Carol Services; Food Bank; 

Men’s Breakfast Club; Dementia Support Group; and Annual Retreat to Llangasty.  

Air Cadets perform groundworks in the Talygarn Churchyard. 

Twenty five years ago, in a period of marked growth, the church opened a Community Shop 

in the village, which over time has donated £1,250,000 to good causes. Our shop continues 

to provide an extensive network of outreach services in the community. 

 

 

Schools 

• Pontyclun Primary, with 500 pupils. There is a good connection with the parish 

• Y Pant Comprehensive School (Pontyclun) with 1,100 pupils;  

there is opportunity for developing involvement 

• Welsh-medium Primary School in Miskin Heights, with no contact at present 

• Llanharry Primary – existing church links 

• Ysgol Llanhari (Welsh Nursery-18 school) – existing church links 

• Llansannor Church in Wales Primary – not in the parish, but with some links to the 

church 
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Our Hopes  
The people of Llanharan and Brynna are looking for new clergy who will lead our 

congregations into growth, and will build on the goodwill which has grown between the 

churches and the communities in which they are set. 

This will be achieved through: 

• building on the good connections that exist with local community organisations  

(e.g. British Legion, local schools, youth organisations), and helping to strengthen the 

effectiveness of Christian organisations such as the Mothers’ Union and local  

Council of Churches 

• encouraging all church members to have a role in the parish, and demonstrating that 

their ministry is valued 

• ensuring that we play a full part in the Deanery and Diocese, especially during this Year 

of Pilgrimage 

• developing our ministry to children  

• creating more opportunities for worship for people who are in employment 

 

 

The Churches 
 

The Church of Ss Julian and Aaron  

The parish church is situated at Llanharan and is dedicated (almost uniquely) to Saints Julius 

and Aaron.  

There is one Holy 

Eucharist on Sundays, 

at 10.30a.m.  

The Sunday 

congregation 

averages twenty-five 

in number.  

There is a said 

Eucharist on 

Wednesdays and the 

congregation, which 

has increased over 

the course of the last 

year, normally 

numbers around 

twenty.  

The church is a Grade 2 listed building.  
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In 2019  there were four weddings, 

seven funerals in church and twelve 

baptisms.  

 

 

 

The church hall (which is known as The 

Old Schoolroom) is situated behind the 

church.  

It has been refurbished to include a 

fully functional kitchen, has disabled 

toilet facilities and the Parish Office is 

also situated there.  

It is used by the community as well as 

the parish, but suffers a little from 

limited parking and issues which can 

arise from there being shared driveway 

access with local residents.   

The church sponsors a Tea and 

Toddlers Group in the schoolroom and 

there are a number of uniformed 

organisations also connected with the 

parish.  

Both churches have small Sunday Schools which meet to coincide with service times but 

these can only be described as struggling, as football and rugby for young people are Sunday 

morning events.  
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St Peter, Brynna  
The present church of St Peter’s has been completely renovated with modern kitchen and toilet 
facilities and is used from time to time by the Deanery for conferences, etc.    
 
(The original church is a 
ruin sited on the 
mountain above the 
village.) 
There is one Holy 
Eucharist on Sundays at 
9a.m. and the 
congregation averages 
around fifteen people.  
Some of the parish’s 
joint services are held in 
the church, along with 
seasonal events such as 
Christingles.  
 
There is a small Sunday School. Weddings, funerals and baptisms take place here as and when 
required – two funerals and a wedding blessing in 2018.   There is a Community Centre behind the 
church which provides ample parking for users of St Peter’s. 
We are members of the local Council of Churches, through which Carmel Baptist Church and 
Brynna Methodist Church come together for shared services during the year. The previous 
incumbent was Chaplain to the Local British Legion. There is an active Mothers’ Union.  

 

There are three Readers Emeriti who worship in these churches. 

 

The Communities  
We serve the rapidly growing communities of Llanharan, Brynna and Bryncae. The main 

south Wales railway line runs through the area, meaning that there are good public 

transport links to both east and west.  The region is known for its good provision of 

affordable housing, and most working-age people commute elsewhere to work.  

Three community halls which host all the typical groups and organisations. 

 

Schools 
There are three primary schools within the parish and a Church in Wales Primary about 

three miles away in Llansannor. Children of secondary age travel to Pencoed, Pontyclun or 

Bishop of Llandaff (Cardiff).  Contact with the local schools has developed over the years, 

and currently there is ‘Open the Book’ being run in Llanharan Primary and Dolau Primary, 

the latter being partially a Welsh-medium school.  All three primaries and the Church in 

Wales school participate in the Christmas and Easter Experiences in Llanharan church, and 

we use both churches for the Carol and Leaver Services or other school occasions.  


