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From its earliest days, the Church has recognised as its foundation stones those heroes of the faith whose lives have excited others to holiness and have assumed a communion with the Church on earth and the Church in heaven. 

Celebrating the feast of All Saints' began in the fourth century. At first, it was observed on the Sunday after the feast of Pentecost; this was to link the disciples who received the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the 'foundation of the Church, with those who were martyrs, giving their lives as witnesses for the faith. In the eighth century, a pope dedicated a chapel to All Saints in St Peter's at Rome on 1st November. Within a century, this day was observed in England and Ireland as All Saints' Day. 

Hagiography from Exciting Holiness
by Brother Tristam SSF
Evening Prayer on the Eve of All Saints. (Text not shown)
Psalm 1; 5

Sirach 44. 1-15 or Isaiah 40. 27-31

Revelation 19.6-10
Collect
128 (Text shown)
Post Communion Prayer
129 (Text shown)
Eucharist (Text shown)
Wisdom 3. 1-9 or Isaiah 25. 6-9

Psalm 24. 1-6

Revelation 21. 1-6a

John 11. 32-44
Morning Prayer (Text not shown)
Psalm 15; 84

Isaiah 35. 1-9

Luke 9. 18-27
Evening Prayer (Text not shown)
Psalm 148; 150

Isaiah 65. 17-25

Hebrews 11.32 - 12.2
1984 (Text not shown)
Page 277
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior permission in writing from the relevant copyright holder, except as expressly permitted below.
Reproduction:
This document may be stored and reproduced for use and without payment of a fee provided that copies are not sold, no more than 500 are produced and that the name of the parish, cathedral or institution is shown on the front cover or first page; or as a header or footer on a single sheet. The following acknowledgement should be included:
Text from the Church in Wales – Word of the Lord 2011 copyright © Church in Wales Publications 2011.
Copy Source and Information:

Hagiography from Exciting Holiness Copyright © European Province of the Society of Saint Francis 2007.

ISBN – 9781853118067
Collects and Post Communion Prayers from the book New Calendar and the Collects.
Copyright © The Representative Body of the Church in Wales 2003

ISBN – 1853115495

Pointed Psalms from the book Daily Prayer.

Copyright © The Representative Body of the Church in Wales 2010

ISBN – 9781853119347

Quotations and Psalms from The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.

Used as permitted.

All rights reserved.
Collect 128
1984 Prayer Book

Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and fellowship, in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: grant us grace so to follow thy blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those unspeakable joys, which thou hast prepared for those who unfeignedly love thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Contemporary

Almighty God,

you have knit together your elect

in one communion and fellowship

in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord:

grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints

in all virtuous and godly living

that we may come to those inexpressible joys

you have prepared for those who truly love you;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,

be the kingdom, the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.
Post Communion Prayer 129
God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good things:

may we who have shared at this table

as strangers and pilgrims here on earth

be welcomed with all your saints

to the heavenly feast on the day of your kingdom;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Wisdom 3. 1-9 or Isaiah 25. 6-9
Wisdom 3. 1-9
But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a disaster, and their going from us to be their destruction; but they are at peace. For though in the sight of others they were punished, their hope is full of immortality. Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God tested them and found them worthy of himself; like gold in the furnace he tried them, and like a sacrificial burnt-offering he accepted them. In the time of their visitation they will shine forth, and will run like sparks through the stubble. They will govern nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord will reign over them for ever. Those who trust in him will understand truth, and the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, and he watches over his elect. 

Isaiah 25. 6-9

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death for ever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

Psalm 24. 1-6
Biblical text
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it; for he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers. 

Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place? Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their souls to what is false, and do not swear deceitfully. They will receive blessing from the Lord, and vindication from the God of their salvation. Such is the company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob.
Psalm 24. 1-6

Pointed Psalm
The earth is the Lord’s and / all that / fills it :

the compass of the world and / all who / dwell there/in.

For he has founded it up/on the / seas :

and set it firm upon the / rivers / of the / deep.

‘Who shall ascend the / hill of the / Lord :

or who can rise / up • in his / holy / place?’

‘Those who have clean hands and a / pure / heart :

who have not lifted up their soul to an idol,


nor / sworn an / oath • to a / lie;

‘They shall receive a blessing / from the / Lord :

a just reward from the / God of / their sal/vation.’

Such is the company of / those who / seek him :

of those who seek your / face, O / God of / Jacob.

Revelation 21. 1-6a
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.’ 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
John 11. 32-44
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 
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