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Though not named among the twelve apostles of the evangelists, Barnabas emerges in the Acts of the Apostles as one of the most significant of their number. He sold his estate and gave the proceeds to the Church, since all things were to be held in common, and clearly became a leader. He is described as a Levite from Cyprus so, like his friend Paul, was from the Greek world rather than that of Palestine, and he introduced Paul to the leaders of the Church in Jerusalem. He was sent to Antioch apparently to guide the Christians there in their relations with non-Jewish converts, promoting the concept of all being one in Christ. He broke with Paul to go to Cyprus and tradition has it that he was martyred there in the year 61.
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Evening Prayer on the Eve of Barnabas (Text not shown)
Psalm 1; 15

Isaiah 42. 5-12

Acts 14. 8-28
Collect
211 (Text shown)
Post Communion Prayer
110 (Text shown)
Eucharist (Text shown)

Either

Job 29. 11-16

Psalm 112

Acts 11. 19-30

John 15. 12-17

or

Acts 11. 19-30

Psalm 112

Galatians 2. 1-10

John 15. 12-17
Morning Prayer (Text not shown)
Psalm 100; 101

Jeremiah 9. 23, 24

Acts 4. 32-37
Evening Prayer (Text not shown)
Psalm 147

Ecclesiastes 12. 9-14 or Tobit 4. 5-11

Acts 9. 26-31
1984 (Text not shown)
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Collect 211
1984 Prayer Book

Lord God Almighty, who didst endue thy holy Apostle. Barnabas with singular gifts of the Holy Spirit: leave us not, we beseech thee, destitute of thy manifold gifts, nor yet of grace to use them always to thy honour and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Contemporary

Bountiful God, giver of all gifts,
who poured your Spirit
upon your servant Barnabas:
help us, by his example,
to be generous in our judgements,
and unselfish in our service;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Post Communion Prayer 110
Lord God, the source of truth and love,

keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,

united in prayer and the breaking of bread,

and one in joy and simplicity of heart,

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Job 29. 11-16

When the ear heard, it commended me, and when the eye saw, it approved; because I delivered the poor who cried, and the orphan who had no helper.
The blessing of the wretched came upon me, and I caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy. I put on righteousness, and it clothed me; my justice was like a robe and a turban. I was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. I was a father to the needy, and I championed the cause of the stranger. 

Psalm 112
Biblical text
Praise the Lord!

Happy are those who fear the Lord, who greatly delight in his commandments. Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness endures for ever. They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious, merciful, and righteous. It is well with those who deal generously and lend, who conduct their affairs with justice. For the righteous will never be moved; they will be remembered for ever. They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord. Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their righteousness endures for ever; their horn is exalted in honour. The wicked see it and are angry; they gnash their teeth and melt away; the desire of the wicked comes to nothing. 

Pointed Psalm
Alleluia.


Blessed are those who / fear the / Lord :

and have great de/light in / his com/mandments.

Their descendants will be mighty / in the / land :

a generation of the / faithful that / will be / blest.

Wealth and riches will be / in their / house :

and their / righteousness en/dures for / ever.

Light shines in the darkness / for the / upright :

gracious and full of com/passion / are the / righteous.

It goes well with those who are / generous in / lending :

and order / their af/fairs with / justice,

For they will / never be / shaken :

the righteous will be held in / ever/lasting re/membrance.

They will not be afraid of any / evil / tidings :

their heart is steadfast, / trusting / in the / Lord.

Their heart is sustained and / will not / fear :

until they see the / downfall / of their / foes.
They have given freely to the poor;


their righteousness stands / fast for / ever :

their head will / be ex/alted with / honour.

The wicked shall see it and be angry;


they shall gnash their teeth / in des/pair :

the de/sire • of the / wicked shall / perish.
Acts 11. 19-30

Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that took place over Stephen travelled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, and they spoke the word to no one except Jews. But among them were some men of Cyprus and Cyrene who, on coming to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists also, proclaiming the Lord Jesus. The hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number became believers and turned to the Lord. News of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast devotion; for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were brought to the Lord. Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they associated with the church and taught a great many people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called ‘Christians’. 

At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine over all the world; and this took place during the reign of Claudius. The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would send relief to the believers living in Judea; this they did, sending it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 

John 15. 12-17

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.   I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 

Galatians 2. 1-10

Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. I went up in response to a revelation. Then I laid before them (though only in a private meeting with the acknowledged leaders) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure that I was not running, or had not run, in vain. But even Titus, who was with me, was not compelled to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. But because of false believers secretly brought in, who slipped in to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might enslave us - we did not submit to them even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might always remain with you. And from those who were supposed to be acknowledged leaders (what they actually were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality) - those leaders contributed nothing to me. On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel for the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel for the circumcised (for he who worked through Peter making him an apostle to the circumcised also worked through me in sending me to the Gentiles), and when James and Cephas and John, who were acknowledged pillars, recognized the grace that had been given to me, they gave to Barnabas and me the right hand of fellowship, agreeing that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. They asked only one thing, that we remember the poor, which was actually what I was eager to do. 
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