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Old Churchyard
1. Memorial to Henry Godfrey Thomas Leigh, grandson of Daniel Leigh, Rector 1887-1901.  Killed on the last day of the First World War, 11th November 1918.  Buried in France.

2.

Grave of Thomas Williams (Gwilym Morganwg), Bard and Archdruid, 1778-1835.  Friend 

of Taliesin, son of Iolo Morganwg.  Initiated as a Bard in 1814, and present at the founding of 

the Gorsedd in 1819, eventually becoming Archdruid.  Had volumes of his poetry published in 

1824 and 1826.  Grave has two headstones; the vertical is newer, the horizontal is the original 

stone with the inscription;






Och! Gwel yma lech Gwilym Morganwg







Mor gwiw nwgy ller edlym







Mwyn brydydd derwydd deurym







Dirfawr oed derfin ei ym







Er rhoi gwrai i’r gweryd – erys







Ei arawd goleufryd







Yn argof a’i erw a gyd







O’i llen gloyw dardd bur dda byd

Alas! See here the stone of Gwilym Morganwg

How fitting the passion of his sharp verse

Gentle poet and bard – double effective

The limits of his strength were wide.

Although this man was buried – yet

His enlightened prayer

Is memorable his name will live

From his brilliant poetry will rise a good pure world

There is also what appears to be an Ordnance Survey bench-mark on the headstone.  It is actually a letter from the bardic language invented by Iolo Morganwg.

3. 
Before the vestry was added in the 1840’s the church wall was blank with no windows, and 
no graves immediately under it.  This made it ideal for the game of fives, a version of 
handball.  One Rector, at the beginning of the 19th Century, thought this so profane he 
persuaded the landlord of the Royal Oak to provide land for a fives court in the village, where 
you can still see it at the bottom of High Street.
4. 
Grave of William Hopkin, a student at University College, Aberystwyth, who died in a 
bathing accident in August 1877.  He was a pupil of Joseph Parry, the composer and musician, 
who paid for this headstone, and wrote the verse inscribed on it.  It is an example of englynion 
written in cynghonedd, and translates as follows:
Here we place dear William

To lie in blessedness for a moment

Awaiting unity with God.

Above the coldness of the grave

From all the pain of Death’s hand

William sailed to God in his youth.

This stone and its words

Shall forever be our reminder of him.

5. 
Flat headstone by SE corner of church.  Oldest legible grave 1752.

6. 
Grave of Davies family.  Lost several children at a very young age.  Window in Baptistery, to 
right, in their memory.  Several graves of the early 1820’s record multiple deaths of children 
from the same family --- diphtheria epidemic.

Churchyard Extension.
RHS R6

At the far end of this row is the Albion Colliery Disaster Memorial, which takes the 


form of an angel and ten plain headstones.  The Albion Colliery was in Cilfynydd, 


which used to be in this parish, and suffered a major explosion in June 1894, killing 


281.  Such was the devastation that eleven bodies could not be identified and were 


buried here.  The memorial was erected in 1907, and unveiled by William Abraham 


(Mabon), MP and leader of the Miners’ Union.


RHS R10 G8
Grave of Llewellyn Griffiths.  The greatest loss of life in the British coalfields was at 


Senghenydd Colliery on the 14th October 1913.  436 men and boys were killed but 


such was the devastation underground, only 72 bodies were recovered, Llewellyn’s 


being one of them.  Thirty years later the family suffered another tragedy when 



Llewellyn’s grandson, an air-gunner in the RAF, was killed in June 1944.  Grandfather 


and grandson now lie together.
RHS R25a G26
Grave of Howell Davies.  This unusual headstone marks the resting-place of local 


entrepreneur Howell Davies.  He was a local landowner, pop manufacturer and quarry 


owner.  The stone is from his own quarry, and was selected by him prior to his death.  


A more uncharitable account is that he was too mean to put money in someone else’s 


pocket for a ‘normal’ headstone.
RHS R25b G30
Grave of Marjorie Rees.  Tragedies happen in today’s generation, as well as in the 


past.  Marjorie was a local girl and a teacher at Pant Glas School in Aberfan and was 


killed there in October 1966, with 116 children and 23 other adults, when the tip above 


the village slid.  What makes her death the more poignant is that she was a new bride 


of only four weeks when she was killed.
LHS R1 G4
Grave of Thomas Lodwick Packer.  Local character and churchman who died at the 


age of 103.  We take centenarians for granted these days, but they were rare at the 


beginning of the 20th Century ---- so rare that from his 100th Birthday onwards the 


Parish organised ‘Packer Day’ to celebrate his birthdays with sports and games and a 


slap-up tea.
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