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Jesus said,

‘You are to go into all the world and preach

the Good News to everyone, everywhere’

Is God calling you?

Do you regularly worship? 

Do you feel drawn to taking a more active role in ministry by sharing your faith and experiences with others? 

It may be time for you to consider training for Reader Ministry.

Readers are ordinary people like you or me with the calling to preach the Gospel of Christ and care for others, so sharing our faith and experience.
Within our Reader Association there are men and women from a wide diversity of occupations and backgrounds. Some Readers have brought up families at home; others have spent their lives in offices or on the shop floor; yet other are professionals, nurses, teachers, lawyers. Each Reader has a lifetime wealth of experience and this can be used to 

· enrich the way the Church interacts with the world,

· illustrate Jesus’ message and the way it applies today

· strengthen the faith of Christians by demonstrating God’s truth at work every day.

What Readers do …

Readers’ main duties at present include some or all of the following

· Preaching in church services

· Teaching children or young people or adults

· Leading Worship – may also be engaged in ecumenical work.

· Assisting at Holy Communion with the Ministry of the Word
· Pastoral work, visiting and generally showing the love and care of the church for all

· Outreach, and helping others to grow in their faith

Readers find many informal ways of ministering by their presence, witnessing and listening at their places of work, at home, among neighbours and in their local communities.

Reader Training

At present our diocese works in partnership with St. David’s and Llandaff dioceses in delivering a three year course validated by the University of Wales at Bangor. When training has been successfully completed you will be awarded the Readers License and become a member of the Swansea and Brecon Reader Association. Training is designed to offer study and experience in important areas such as the Bible, Christian Belief, Pastoral Studies, being an Anglican, Worship and Preaching. 

After admission and licensing Readers are expected to continue their ministerial education through Diocesan and other programmes.

There is no age limit imposed on people aspiring to train as a Reader, so long as he or she is over 21 and a confirmed member of the Church in Wales.  They must be nominated by their Parish Priest, who has to have the consent of the Bishop to proceed. After the application forms have been completed and the references taken up, the candidate is invited to meet a selection committee. On being recommended for training he/she undergoes a course of study under the direction of the Warden of Readers, during which time they will be expected to work closely with the Incumbent to gain experience of Reader ministry. On completion of the course to the satisfaction of all concerned (including final interview) the candidate is admitted and licensed by the Bishop, usually in the Cathedral after the Diocesan Readers’ Association Annual General Meeting.

INTERESTED?

 Then this is what you should do

· Pray that God will help you know that you are called to this ministry.

· Consider the demands on yourself and family and the training involved.

· Talk with your Vicar, Rector or Chaplain to explore your calling.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact (in writing or by phone) the Warden of Readers or the Secretary of the Diocesan Readers Association. 

The Warden of Readers is:

The Very Revd. Geoffrey Marshall, Dean of Brecon. The Cathedral Close, Brecon, Powys, LD3 9DP. Email:admin@breconcathedral.org.uk
The Secretary to the Diocesan Readers Association is:
Mr. W.O. Mort    8 Caswell Bay Road, Bishopston, Swansea SA3 3DD
Tel. 01792 232350
If you complete either of the following forms please return it to the Warden of Readers above. Note the second form also has parts which your Incumbent must complete.
The support of your PCC ( Parochial Church Council) is needed before you can go forward for possible selection for Reader training.

	 Please tell me more about training to be a reader

name__________________________________________

Address ______________________________________​_

                   _______________________________________

                   ________________________________________

Telephone number _____________________

PARIsh     _________________________________________




For use when Applicant has not yet held a Licence anywhere as a Reader.

Diocese of Swansea and Brecon

APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION TO THE OFFICE OF A READER

	1. Full name
	

	2. Address and telephone no.
	

	3. Date of Birth
	

	4. Marital Status
	

	5. When and where baptised
	

	6. When and where confirmed

    Name of Parish
	

	7. Are you a regular communicant?

    If so, how long?
	

	8. In what Church work have you 

     been engaged for the last five

     years. (tick as appropriate)
	Sunday school                              Server

Choir                                             Youth

PCC                                              GFS

M.Union                                        Social/ welfare work

	8. Educational Qualifications
	

	9. Other relevant Qualifications

e.g. Religious Education etc.
	

	10 In what occupation have you been engaged for the past five years.
	

	11 Give names and addresses of 

      three Clergymen not of your 

      Parish to whom you are well     

      known, and to whom reference

      maybe made. One of whom 

      would have known you for 

      several years.                            
	

	12 Are you able to communicate trough the medium of Welsh?
	

	13. As a Reader you would be                                                expected to serve outside your Parish and attend various Association Meetings/ services. Are you agreeable to this?


	

	
	


Please outline the reasons that you wish to become a Reader.

Signature of Applicant ____________________________________ Date ____________

This form when completed and signed by the Applicant, should be submitted to the Incumbent, who will countersign it, and forward it with the Form of Nomination to the Secretary.

Signature of Incumbent __________________________________ Date ____________

DIOCESE OF SWANSEA AND BRECON

NOMINATION OF A DIOCESAN READER BY INCUMBENT

Full Name of Candidate _________________________________________

I hereby nominate the above named, whose application with full particulars I enclose, as a Candidate for appointment as Honorary Reader in the Diocese of Swansea and Brecon.

I hereby certify that in my judgement the Candidate is a Confirmed, Communicant of pious, sober and honest life, sound in the faith as held and taught by the Church in Wales, and of competent knowledge in the Holy Scriptures and the Book of Common Prayer. Further that the Candidate is a person well fitted to exercise the office of a Reader in this Parish in the 


language.





Signed ________________________________







Incumbent

We, being three representative Laypersons of the above Parish, agree in desiring the ministry of the above - named as a Reader:


Signature   (1) ___________________________  Date_______________


Signature   (2) ___________________________  Date_______________


Signature   (3) ___________________________  Date_______________

This form must be accompanied by the Candidate’s form of Application.

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE INCUMBENT.

	Question
	Answer

	1. How much contact do you have with the candidate and his/ her family?
	

	2. What observations can you make on the Candidate’s answers in his/ her application form?
	

	3. Are you satisfied with the Candidate’s integrity?
	

	4. Are you satisfied with the Candidate’s loyalty?
	

	5. Are you satisfied with the Candidate’s reliability?
	

	6. Are you satisfied with the Candidate’s sincerity?
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