GOVERNING BODY MEETING

16  & 17 September 2009
QUESTION TIME

1.

Mr John Harris (Diocese of St Asaph)

 
 Noting 

· The good practice demonstrated in many local initiatives throughout the Church in Wales, ranging from individual personal support to specific forms of worship, which encourage the inclusion of people with all forms of disabilities into the community of the church

· The importance of an attitude of enablement for people with any disability rather than the more mechanistic implementation of the Disability Discrimination Act

· The focus upon ministry with people with learning disabilities and people on the autistic spectrum in The Church of England’s publication ‘Opening the Doors’, and the debate in General Synod 

· The need to draw on experience and examples of current and developing best practice 

Would the Bench of Bishops actively support the establishment of a Working Group which would

· Bring together on an ongoing basis information about what is happening at all levels within the ministry of the Church 

· Work in partnership with organisations of and for people with disabilities and with our ecumenical partners

· Disseminate examples of good practice

So that the Church in Wales may continue to develop its ability to include all people within its community and worship?

2.
The Reverend Canon Joe Griffin (Diocese of Swansea & Brecon)

Swine Flu

 

a) 
Receiving the common cup at Holy Communion is a cherished part of our discipline and the interruption is causing spiritual anxiety. In our church’s history, how often has the cup been withdrawn from common use since 1547? During the Twentieth Century, how often was it withdrawn for any influenza outbreaks such as the Spanish flu, 1957 flu, bird flu or any other flu?

 

b) 
The impression given is that the Bench of Bishops’ policy on this matter is driven by Government advice. Was any other advice or opinions sought from within Wales which would reflect the circumstances as they are in the Principality? Was advice sought from The All Wales Resilience Forum? 

 

c) 
The current (August) level of flu in Wales is no more than usual. What mechanism is in place to tell us to return to the normal practise of receiving the common cup?   

 

d) 
Hand hygiene is of great importance at any time as they can harbour bacteria but influenza is a virus. Do the miniscule droplets of this influenza deserve the increased heightened vigilance of hand hygiene as laid out in the Bench of Bishops’ policy?    






