 THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CHURCH IN WALES

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD IN LLANDUDNO
 ON 21 AND 22 APRIL 2009
An Ordinary Meeting of the Governing Body of the Church in Wales was held at Venue Cymru, Llandudno on Tuesday 21 and Wednesday 22 April 2009.
______________________________________________

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist
There was a celebration of the Holy Eucharist in Holy Trinity Church, Llandudno.

______________________________________________



The President, the Archbishop of Wales, was in the Chair for the start of the meeting.

______________________________________________

In Memoriam
The Governing Body stood in memory of four faithful servants of the Church in Wales who had died since its last meeting:
· His Honour Norman Francis – a member of the Governing Body for nineteen years and Chairman of the Standing Committee from 1983 to 1993;

· Mr William Legge-Bourke – a member of both the Governing Body and the Representative Body, as its Deputy Chairman since 2006, and a member of its Investment Committee for twenty years;

· Mr Jimmy McConnel – a former member of the Governing Body and the Representative Body whose Property Sub-committee he chaired for twelve years;
· Professor Nigel Yates – Provincial Archives Adviser since 2002.

______________________________________________

09/01
President’s Mandate


In accordance with Section 18 of Chapter II of the Constitution, the Lay Secretary certified the due execution of the President’s Mandate.

09/02  Minutes


The Minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Governing Body held on 17 and 18  September 2008 were confirmed and signed.  

09/03
Matters Arising

Dr Peter Padley encouraged members to submit the list of up to five works of particular value in their spiritual lives as requested by his Private Members Motion (Minute 08/37).
09/04 Representatives of Cytûn and Other Churches
The President welcomed those attending the meeting to represent Cytûn and other Churches:  

Cytûn

Mrs Rhian Linecar
The Roman Catholic Church
The Reverend Cliff Howe
The Methodist Church
The Reverend Dr Stephen Wigley
The Union of Welsh Independents

Miss Margaret Jones
09/05
The President’s Address

The President addressed the Governing Body.   

______________________________________________

Mr Nigel Williams was appointed as the Assessor for the day.

______________________________________________

The President vacated the Chair which was taken by the 
Reverend Canon Jeremy Winston.

______________________________________________

09/06
Report of the Standing Committee 


His Honour Philip Price QC, Chairman of the Standing Committee, presented the Report of the Standing Committee and proposed the following recommendations which were seconded by the Venerable Malcolm Squires, Archdeacon of Wrexham:

Nominated Membership of the Standing Committee 
That, in accordance with Section 64 (2)(c) of Chapter II of the Constitution, the Governing Body appoint the following members of the Standing Committee for the triennium to 31 December 2011:

Mr David Lambert 




His Honour Judge Nicholas Cooke QC

The resolution was passed unanimously.
Panel of Governing Body Chairmen
That the Venerable Dr John Holdsworth, Archdeacon of St Davids, be added to the Panel of Governing Body Chairmen for a six-year term and that Dr Gillian Todd continue on the Panel for a further six-year term.

The resolution was passed by an overwhelming majority. 

Panel of Governing Body Assessors
That Mr R D ‘Sandy’ Blair be added to the Panel of Governing Body Assessors for a six-year term and that His Honour Judge Nicholas Cooke QC continue on the Panel for a further six-year term.

The resolution was passed by an overwhelming majority. 

The Archbishop proposed the following recommendation which was seconded by the Venerable Malcolm Squires, Archdeacon of Wrexham:

 
General Synod of the Church of England – York, July 2009 
That His Honour Philip Price QC be invited to attend the General Synod of the Church of England in York from 10-14 July 2009 as the Church in Wales’s representative.

The resolution was passed unanimously.
His Honour Philip Price QC proposed the following recommendations which were seconded by the Venerable Malcolm Squires, Archdeacon of Wrexham:

Synod of the Episcopal Church of Scotland - June 2009 

That Dr Gillian Todd be invited to attend the Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church from 11-13 June 2009 as the Church in Wales’s representative.
The resolution was passed by an overwhelming majority.

Constitutional Amendments

That the amendments set out in Appendix III [to the Standing Committee’s report] be made to the Constitution.

The resolution was passed with one abstention.

[These amendments form Appendix I to these minutes.]

Anglican Consultative Council

That the Governing Body endorse the proposal of the Anglican Consultative Council to change the status of ACC into that of a Charitable Company.
The resolution was passed with one abstention.
Sub-wardens
That the provisions of Section 17(7) & 17(8) of Chapter VI of the Constitution regarding the eligibility of Churchwardens for re-election or re-appointment should also apply to Sub-wardens.

The resolution was carried by 65 to 43 with 3 abstentions.
Age Limits


That:

i)
the 75 age limit should apply to Sub-wardens;

ii)
the age limit for lay members of the Electoral College should be raised from 70 to 75;

iii) an age limit of 75 should be introduced for lay members of the Provincial Court;

iv) the age limit for clergy on provincial bodies or committees should be 70 or the date of retirement if earlier.

With the agreement of the Governing Body the four parts of the motion were voted on separately. Each part was carried by an overwhelming majority.
Approval of the Report

That the Report of the Standing Committee be approved
The resolution was passed by an overwhelming majority.
09/07
The Anglican Covenant
The Archbishop proposed and the Reverend Canon Dr Peter Sedgwick seconded the motion:

That the Governing Body take note of the Church in Wales’s response to the St Andrew’s draft of the Anglican Covenant.
The resolution was passed unanimously.
09/08
 Bill to Incorporate into the Book of Common Prayer Additional Orders of Service for Morning and Evening Prayer
The Chairman advised the Governing Body that, in accordance with Bill Procedure, the Bill had been deemed to be ‘non-controversial’ by the Select Committee and the Standing Committee.   It would therefore only be debated if one Diocesan Bishop or ten other members of the Governing Body so requested.   None did so.

Accordingly the Bishop of Monmouth proposed and the Reverend Catherine Haynes seconded the motion:


That the Bill be passed.

The votes of each Order on the Bill were taken separately.  The Bill was passed overwhelmingly with one abstention in the Order of Laity, one vote against in the Order of Clergy and unanimously by the Bishops.

In accordance with the Constitution, the Bill to Incorporate into the Book of Common Prayer Additional Orders of service for Morning and Evening Prayer was promulgated by the President as a Canon of the Church in Wales. 

[The Canon as approved is appended to these minutes at Appendix II.]  

09/09
St Asaph Diocese Under 25s Presentation
With the consent of the Governing Body Tim Feak, Ben Lines, Hilary Murray and Captain Rob Barker (Church Army) gave a presentation about work with under 25s in the diocese of St Asaph and answered questions.
______________________________________________

The Reverend Canon Jeremy Winston vacated the Chair which was taken by His Honour Judge Nicholas Cooke QC

______________________________________________

09/10
Children & Parenting: A Strategy for the Future

The Reverend Canon Peter Williams and, with the consent of the Governing Body, Mrs Cherrie Taylor, gave a presentation on this subject and answered questions.
09/11
 CTBI ‘Roots’ Projects 

The Bishop of Bangor, the Reverend Dr Sue Jones and, with the consent of the Governing Body, the Reverend Nia Williams gave a presentation on CTBI ‘Roots’ projects and answered questions.
09/12
 Church in Wales Jubilee Fund
Miss Sylvia Scarf OBE proposed and the Venerable Philip Morris, Archdeacon of Margam, seconded the motion:
That the Governing Body:

 

(i)
express its sympathy to the Near East Council of 

 


Churches and the people of the Shija’ia district of Gaza

  


City at the destruction of its Family Health Centre by an

 


Israeli missile on 10 January 2009;

 

(ii)
commend the work of the Church in Wales Jubilee Fund

 


in supporting the NECC in the rebuilding of the Family  

 


Health Centre and the restocking of medicines and 

 


equipment for the pharmacy and mobile dental clinic;

(iii)
ask parishes to raise money for the Fund and its work in partnership with the NECC in Gaza, particularly through “Wales’ Biggest Coffee Morning” on 2 May and other events.




The resolution was passed with two abstentions.

09/13
 Private Members’ Motion
The Venerable Malcolm Squires, Archdeacon of Wrexham, proposed and the Reverend Canon Jonathan Williams seconded the motion:
That the Governing Body:

(i) note that as a result of the Church of England Marriage Measure 2008 the qualifications for entitlement to be married in Church in the Church in Wales are now different from those which apply in the Church of England, and that this is likely to cause tensions especially, although note exclusively, in areas close to the border; and 

(ii)
noting that an Act of Parliament will be required to change the law applicable in the Church in Wales so that it mirrors that which applies in England request the Standing Committee to take the appropriate steps to encourage the enactment of such legislation.
 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned until the following day.

_______________________________________________

Workshop 

A workshop on the Menter project was held in the evening.
_______________________________________________

The meeting of the Governing Body resumed on Wednesday 22 April 2009.
Celebration of the Holy Eucharist
There was a celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  

______________________________________________

The President, the Archbishop of Wales, was in the Chair.

_____________________________________________

09/14
Prayers and Bible Study
The Venerable Glyndwr Hackett, Archdeacon of Newport, led a Bible Study and Prayers. 
09/15   The Children’s Comissioner for Wales
With the consent of the Governing Body, Mr Keith Towler. the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, gave a presentation about his work and answered questions. 
_____________________________________________

The President appointed Mr Tim Davenport as Assessor for the day.

_____________________________________________

The President vacated the Chair which was resumed by His Honour Judge Nicholas Cooke QC.

_____________________________________________

09/13   Private Members Motion  (Resumed Debate)
The resolution was passed by a very substantial majority. 
09/16   Question Time
Oral answers to written questions were given by the Bishop of Swansea & Brecon, the Bishop of Monmouth, the Provincial Secretary and the Archbishop.
_____________________________________________

His Honour Judge Nicholas Cooke QC vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Dr Gillian Todd.
_____________________________________________

09/17   Mothers’ Union Projects in Wales
The Reverend Canon Madalaine Brady and, with the consent of the Governing Body, Mrs Mary Salmon gave a presentation about the work of the Mothers’ Union in Wales. 
09/18   The Archbishop of Wales Fund for Children 
With the consent of the Governing Body, the Reverend Michael Williams, the Chairman of the Fund, gave a presentation about the Fund’s role and work. 
09/19   Children, Young People and Family
The Archbishop proposed and His Honour Philip Price QC seconded the motion:

That the Governing Body: 

(i) warmly thank all those involved in the presentations about:

· the St Asaph diocesan under 25s work

· social responsibility officers work on children & parenting issues

· CTBI ‘Roots’ Projects

· the work of the Children’s Commissioner

· the Mothers’ Union’s work in Wales

· the Archbishop’s Fund for Children

(ii) commend the work of these projects and organisations

and the contributions they are making to supporting 

           

children, young people and families throughout Wales. 

The resolution was passed unanimously.

09/20   Back to Church Sunday
The Reverend Canon Val Hamer introduced a DVD about ‘Back to Church Sunday’. 
09/21   Supermarkets & British Farming
The Bishop of Swansea & Brecon proposed and the Venerable John Holdsworth, Archdeacon of St Davids, seconded the following motion:

That the Governing Body:

(i) welcome the Report entitled “Fairtrade begins at Home – Supermarkets and the effect on British farming livelihoods” as a valuable contribution to understanding the current economic and commercial context both for food producers and consumers;

(ii)
commend the Report for study and action where appropriate by all who have pastoral care of farming communities in Wales;
(ii) ask the Church’s investors to take account of the Report and to use such shareholder influence as they may to ensure justice for rural communities.   

With the consent of the Governing Body, the Reverend Eileen Davies, Rural Adviser for the Diocese of St Davids spoke.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

09/22   Report of St Michael’s College, Llandaff
The Reverend Canon Dr Peter Sedgwick, Warden & Principal of St Michael’s College, proposed and the Bishop of Monmouth seconded the motion:

That the Report of St Michael’s College, Llandaff be received. 
The resolution was passed with one abstention.

_____________________________________________

Dr Gillian Todd vacated the Chair which was resumed by the President.

_____________________________________________

09/23   Date and Place of Next Meeting

The next Ordinary Meeting of the Governing Body would be held on 16 and 17 September 2009
at the University of Wales, Lampeter.
This concluded the business of the Meeting and the President gave the Blessing.
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