 THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CHURCH IN WALES

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD IN LAMPETER

 ON 2 AND 3 APRIL 2008
An Ordinary Meeting of the Governing Body of the Church in Wales was held at the University of Wales, Lampeter on Wednesday 2 and Thursday 3 April 2008.

                       ____________________________________________

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist

There was a celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

_____________________________________________

The President, the Archbishop of Wales, was in the Chair for the start of the meeting.

______________________________________________

08/01
President’s Mandate


In accordance with Section 18 of Chapter II of the Constitution, the Lay Secretary certified the due execution of the President’s Mandate.

08/02  Minutes


The minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Governing Body held on 18 and 19 September 2007 were confirmed and signed.  

08/03
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.

08/04  Representatives of Cytûn and Other Churches

The President welcomed those attending the meeting to represent Cytûn and other Churches:  

Cytûn

Mr Geraint Hopkins
The Roman Catholic Church

Mrs Carys Whelan
The Methodist Church
The Reverend Dr Stephen Wigley

Presbyterian Church of Wales

The Reverend John Owen
United Reformed Church
The Reverend Peter Trow

08/05
Mr Basil Richards
The Governing Body stood in memory of Mr Basil Richards, Registrar of the Diocese of St Davids and a long standing member of the Governing Body, who had died recently.   

08/06
The President’s Address 


The President addressed the Governing Body.

             ___________________________________________________

Mr David Lambert was appointed as the assessor for the day.

             ___________________________________________________
The President vacated the Chair which was taken by Dr Gillian Todd.

             ___________________________________________________
08/07
Report of the Standing Committee 

His Honour Judge Philip Price QC, Chairman of the Standing Committee, presented the Report of the Standing Committee. 

Mr Nigel Williams, Deputy Chairman of the Standing Committee, proposed and the Archbishop seconded the following recommendation:

Panel of Governing Body Chairmen
That the Right Reverend Carl Cooper, Bishop of St Davids, be added to the Panel of Governing Body Chairmen for a six-year term and that His Honour Judge Philip Price QC continue on the Panel for a further six-year term.
The resolution was passed unanimously.
His Honour Judge Philip Price QC proposed the following recommendations which were seconded by Mr Nigel Williams:

 Panel of Governing Body Assessors
That Mr Paul Bennett be added to the Panel of Governing Body Assessors for a six-year term and that Mr Tim Davenport continue on the Panel for a further six-year term.

The resolution was passed unanimously.
Dates and Places of Governing Body Meetings
That the Governing Body meet in Llandudno on Tuesday and Wednesday 21 and 22 April 2009, and in Lampeter on Wednesday and Thursday 14 and 15 April and Wednesday and Thursday 22 and 23 September 2010.
The resolution was passed unanimously.

His Honour Judge Philip Price QC proposed the following recommendation which was seconded by Mr David Lambert:

Constitutional Amendments
That the amendments set out in Appendix III [to the Standing Committee’s report] be made to the Constitution.
The resolution was passed unanimously.

[These amendments form Appendix I to these minutes]
His Honour Philip Price QC proposed the following recommendation which was seconded by Mr Nigel Williams:

Approval of the Report

That the Report of the Standing Committee be approved.
The resolution was passed unanimously.

08/08
Question Time 

Oral answers to written questions were given by the Archbishop, the Bishop of St Asaph and the Bishop of Monmouth. 

08/09
Report of St Michael’s College, Llandaff
The Reverend Canon Dr Peter Sedgwick proposed and the Archbishop seconded the motion:



That the Report of St Michael’s College, Llandaff be received.
The resolution was passed unanimously.

             ___________________________________________________

Dr Gillian Todd vacated the Chair which was taken by His Honour Judge Philip Price QC.

___________________________________________________
08/10
Bill to Enable Women to be Ordained as Bishops 

The Chairman reported that, in accordance with Bill Procedure, both the Select Committee and the Standing Committee had advised that the Bill was not ‘non-controversial’.  It would therefore be debated in accordance with the full Bill Procedure.


Appointment of Committee Chairman

It was resolved:



That Mr Nigel Williams be appointed Chairman of Committee.

Proceedings in Committee

It was resolved:



That the Governing Body do go into Committee.

_____________________________________________

His Honour Judge Philip Price QC vacated the Chair which was taken by 

Mr Nigel Williams.

_____________________________________________


In Committee

The Bill was considered in Committee.

The Chairman reported that he had received notification that the proposers of eight of the ten amendments which had been received by the Select Committee wished to withdraw them.  These amendments were as follows:


Second recital


(i) 
Amendment proposed by Dr Peter Padley



Clause 2

(ii)
Amendment proposed by the Reverend Canon Peter Russell Jones, the Reverend Canon J Tudor Hughes, Miss Paulette Brown, the Reverend David Davies and the Right Reverend David Thomas.


(iii)
Amendment proposed by the Reverend Robert W Rowland, Miss Patricia Davies, the Reverend Canon Graham Francis and the Reverend Dean Atkins.


(iv)
Amendment proposed by the Reverend Canon Jeremy Winston. 



Clause 3


(v)
Amendment proposed by Dr Peter Padley.


(vi)
Amendment proposed by the Reverend Colin J Amos, the Reverend Canon J Tudor Hughes, the Reverend Canon Graham Francis, the Reverend David Davies, Mr Adam Fox, Mr Greg Merriman, the Reverend Dean Atkins, the Reverend Hadyn England-Simon, the Reverend Robert W Rowland, Mr Paul Bennett, Miss Patricia Davies and Mr Gerald R Budge.


(vii)
Amendment proposed by Mr Sandy Blair.


Clause 5 

(viii)
Amendment proposed by the Reverend Canon Peter Russell Jones, the Reverend Canon J Tudor Hughes, Miss Paulette Brown, the Reverend David Davies and the Right Reverend David Thomas.


His Honour Judge Nicolas Cooke QC, Chairman of the Select Committee, presented the Report of the Select Committee and proposed the following recommendations by the Select Committee:




Third recital

That the amendment proposed by the Reverend Canon Peter Russell Jones, the Reverend Canon  J Tudor Hughes, Miss Paulette Brown, the Reverend David Davies and the Right Reverend David Thomas to delete the Third recital be not approved.


The Select Committee’s recommendation was agreed by a very substantial majority.



Clause 2 


That the amendment proposed by the Select Committee to delete Clause 2 and to substitute the following wording be approved:


“The Bench of Bishops will provide pastoral care and support for those who in conscience cannot accept the ordination of women as Priests and Bishops through the Ministry of an Assistant Bishop or Bishops.”

The Select Committee’s recommendation was rejected : 48 voted in favour, 71 against and there were 3 abstentions.



Clause 2

Mr Sandy Blair withdrew his amendment to Clause 2.

His Honour Judge Nicholas Cooke QC proposed a further recommendation by the Select Committee. 

Clause 3

That the amendment proposed by the Select Committee to delete Clause 3 and to substitute the following wording be approved:

“No Bishop shall bring proceedings before the Disciplinary Tribunal in respect of a Cleric or other Member of the Church in Wales solely because of dissent in conscience from the terms of Section 1 of this Canon.”

The recommendation was carried nemine contradicente.
______________________________________________


Mr Nigel Williams vacated the Chair which was resumed by His Honour Judge Philip Price QC.

______________________________________________

Report

The Governing Body Meeting resumed. 
Mr Nigel Williams, as Chairman of Committee, reported that the Committee Stage of the Bill had been completed and that the Bill had been approved in Committee with one amendment to Clause 3.

The Archbishop proposed and the Bishop of St Asaph seconded the following motion: 



That the Bill, as amended, be passed.


The Votes of each Order were taken separately by division and resulted as follows:


The Order of Laity voted 52 in favour of the Bill, 19 against and 1 abstention.


The Order of Clergy voted 27 in favour of the Bill, 18 against and 1 abstention.

The Order of Bishops voted 5 in favour of the Bill, 0 against and 0 abstentions.


The Chairman declared that the Bill had not achieved a two-thirds majority of members present and voting in the Order of Clergy and was therefore lost.



______________________________________________


Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned until the following day.


______________________________________________


(Workshops

Workshops were held in the evening on the following subjects:



-    The Nationwide Christian Trust
· The Development of a Green Guide for Parishes.)



______________________________________________


The meeting of the Governing Body resumed on Thursday 3 April 2008.
Celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

There was a celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  


______________________________________________

The President, the Archbishop of Wales, was in the Chair.
Prayers and Bible Study

The Reverend Catherine Haynes led a Bible Study and Prayers.

______________________________________________

The President appointed Mr Tim Davenport as Assessor for the day.
______________________________________________

The President vacated the Chair which was taken by Miss Sylvia Scarf.
______________________________________________

08/11 
“Renewable Energy” – DVD Presentation
The Venerable Dr John Holdsworth, Archdeacon of St Davids,  introduced the DVD “Renewable Energy”, a celebration of contemporary ministry in the Church in Wales.
08/12
Discussion of Morning and Evening Prayer 2008
In accordance with the Liturgical Bill procedure agreed by the Governing Body in April 1996, the Chairman invited the Governing Body to agree to the suspension of Standing Orders for this item. 

In accordance with Standing Order13 a majority of the members present rose in support of this recommendation.

 The Provincial Assistant Bishop then introduced this item and invited members to comment on the proposed new rite for Morning and Evening Prayer.

There followed a discussion in which seven members spoke.  The Provincial Assistant Bishop and the Reverend Catherine Haynes responded to points raised.

08/13 
Diocesan Presentation
The Archbishop and the Assistant Bishop of Llandaff gave a presentation about the Diocese of Llandaff. 

08/14 
Church in Wales Parish Websites
The Venerable Philip Morris, Archdeacon of Margam, and (with the consent of the Governing Body) Mr Matt Knight (Creative Resources Officer) gave a presentation to introduce the new scheme for the creation of Parish Websites.  


______________________________________________

Miss Sylvia Scarf vacated the Chair which was resumed by the Archbishop. 
______________________________________________

08/15
The Right Reverend David Thomas 
The Archbishop paid tribute to the Right Reverend David Thomas (Provincial Assistant Bishop) who would be retiring before the next meeting of the Governing Body.

08/16 
Date and Place of Next Meeting
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Governing Body would be held on 17 and 18 September 2008 at the University of Wales, Lampeter.

This concluded the business of the Meeting and the Archbishop gave the Blessing.







8
9

