 THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CHURCH IN WALES

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD IN LAMPETER

 ON 16 AND 17 SEPTEMBER 2009
An Ordinary Meeting of the Governing Body of the Church in Wales was held at the University of Wales, Lampeter on Wednesday 16 and Thursday 17 September 2009.

_____________________________________________

The President, the Archbishop of Wales, was in the Chair for the start of the meeting.

______________________________________________

09/24  Prayers and Bible Study
The Right Reverend David Wilbourne, Assistant Bishop of Llandaff, led a Bible Study and Prayers.

09/25
President’s Mandate


In accordance with Section 18 of Chapter II of the Constitution, the Lay Secretary certified the due execution of the President’s Mandate.

09/26  Minutes


The Minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Governing Body held on 21 and 22 April 2009 were confirmed and signed.  

09/27
Matters Arising

Dr Peter Padley reminded members that the list of works submitted by members as being of particular value in their spiritual lives was available from the provincial office (Minute (09/03)).
09/28  Representatives of Cytûn and Other Churches

The President welcomed those attending the meeting to represent Cytûn and other Churches:  

Cytûn

Mr Geraint Hopkins
The Scottish Episcopal Church
Professor Patricia Peattie
The Methodist Church
The Reverend Gordon Sollis
United Reformed Church
The Reverend Stuart Jackson
The Church of Bagladesh
The Reverend Sunil Mankin

The Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Rosemary Kempsell, Worldwide President
Noting that a number of non Governing Body members would be involved in presentations, the Governing Body gave its consent for non members to speak during the meeting.

09/29
The President’s Address

The President addressed the Governing Body.   

______________________________________________

Mr Paul Bennett was appointed as the Assessor for the day.

______________________________________________

The President vacated the Chair which was taken by the 
Very Reverend Alun Hawkins, Dean of Bangor.
______________________________________________

09/30
Report of the Standing Committee 


His Honour Philip Price QC, Chairman of the Standing Committee, presented the Report of the Standing Committee and proposed the following recommendations which were seconded by Mr Nigel Williams, Deputy Chairman of the Standing Committee: 

Date and Place of Governing Body Meeting 

That the Governing Body meet in Swansea University on Wednesday 27 & Thursday 28 April 2011.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

Nomination Procedure 

That the Constitution be amended so that:

i) Diocesan Nomination Boards must nominate to a cure within six months of the occurring of the vacancy, or the right to appoint to the cure shall pass to the Bishop;

ii) The Bishop must appoint to a cure within six months of the occurring of the vacancy, or within six months of the right to appoint devolving to him from the Diocesan Nomination Board, otherwise the right to nominate to the vacancy shall pass to the Bench of Bishops;

iii) The Provincial Nomination Board must nominate to a cure within six months of the occurring of the vacancy, or the right to nominate to the vacancy shall pass to the Bench of Bishops.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

Cytûn Trustee 

That the Bishop of St Davids be appointed as the Church in Wales nominated Trustee to Cytûn.
The resolution was passed with one abstention.
Approval of the Report

That the Report of the Standing Committee be approved.


The resolution was passed unanimously.

(Consideration of recommended Constitutional Amendments was deferred until after consideration of the proposed new Constitution– see 09/44 below.)
09/31
 Report of The Representative Body
Lord Rowe-Beddoe, Chairman of the Representative Body, and Mr John Roberts (non member), Chairman of the Investment Committee, introduced:
-
The Report and Financial Statements of the Representative Body for the year 

ended 31 December 2008.

-
The Common Investment Fund Accounts for the year ended 

31 December 2008.

-
The Minutes of the Meetings of the Representative Body held on 21 November 2008, 16 March and 5 June 2009.

Lord Rowe-Beddoe proposed and Mr James Turner, Deputy Chairman of the Representative Body, seconded the following motion:



That the Report of the Representative Body be approved.  



The resolution was passed unanimously.

The Clergy Pensions and Gratuity Scheme
Mr Clive Myers, Chairman of the Human Resources Committee, proposed and Lord Rowe-Beddoe seconded the following motion:
That the Clergy Pensions and Gratuities Scheme be amended to give effect to the proposals set out in the note by the Representative Body entitled ‘The Clergy Pensions and Gratuities Scheme’ and dated 17 August 2009.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

09/32
Membership and Finance Report and ‘Gift Direct’

Mr Richard Jones (non member),  a member of the Provincial Stewardship Executive, introduced the Membership and Finance Report and the re-launch of GWADD as ‘Gift Direct’.


The Bishop of Bangor proposed and Mr Nigel King seconded the motion:



That the Governing Body do take note of this report.


The resolution was passed unanimously.

______________________________________________

The Very Reverend Alun Hawkins, Dean of Bangor, vacated the Chair which was taken by the Venerable John Holdsworth,  Archdeacon of St Davids.  

______________________________________________

09/33
The Anglican Communion – Report from ACC 14
The Dean of St Asaph and Mrs Helen Biggin, the Church in Wales’s clerical and lay representatives on the ACC, reported on ACC14 held in Jamaica in May 2009.  

09/34 The International Anglican Family Network
As Dr Sally Thompson, co-ordinator of IAFN, was indisposed this item was postponed.  

09/35
Church Mission Society – Work with Children in Nepal
Mr Ram Prasad Shrestha (non member), a CMS co-mission partner, gave a presentation and showed a DVD about the work of CMS with children in Nepal. 

09/36
The Widows, Orphans and Dependants Society
The Venerable John Thelwell (non member), Archdeacon of Montgomery and the Deputy Chairman of the Widows, Orphans and Dependants Society, spoke about the work of the Society.


The Chairman proposed and Mrs Gillian Knight seconded the following motion:



That the Governing Body do take note of this report.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

09/37
Question Time
Oral answers to written questions were given by the Archbishop and the Bishop of Monmouth.

09/38
Marriage Services 2009

In accordance with the Liturgical Bill procedure agreed by the Governing Body in April 1996, the Governing Body agreed to the suspension of Standing Orders for this item.

The Bishop of Monmouth introduced this item and invited members to comment on the proposed new Rite.
There followed a discussion in which eleven members spoke.  The Bishop responded to points raised. 

______________________________________________

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned until the following day.

______________________________________________

The Meeting of the Governing Body resumed on Thursday, 17 September 2009.

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist



There was a celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

______________________________________________

The President appointed Mr Tim Davenport as Assessor for the day.
_____________________________________________

The President vacated the Chair which was taken by Miss Sylvia Scarf OBE.

_____________________________________________

09/39 The Work of Diocesan Children’s Officers
A presentation about the work of the Diocesan Children’s Officers was given by the Reverend Kay Warrington, Children’s Officer in the diocese of Swansea and Brecon, the Reverend Pauline Williams, Children’s Officer in the diocese of Llandaff, and Mr Tim Feak, Under 25s Officer in the diocese of St Asaph (all non members).

09/40   The Church in Wales Education Review
The Bishop of St Asaph proposed and the Reverend Edwin Counsell seconded the following motion: 

That the Governing Body 

(a) affirm the commitment of the Church in Wales to work with government and voluntary bodies to achieve the highest standards of education for all the population of Wales;

(b) commend an understanding of education as a vital way in which human beings are invited and enabled to live into the fullness of life which God intends for us;

(c) receive the final report of the Church in Wales Education Review Group and the report of the Church in Wales Children’s Network;

(d) ask the Bench of Bishops to work with all appropriate channels and persons to carry forward the implementation of the recommendations of the Education Review over the next five years.

The Governing Body broke into discussion groups to consider this item.

When the Governing Body re-convened, there was a presentation by pupils from St John’s School, Aberdare, followed by a talk by Mr David Lankshear (non member), one of the authors of the report.

Mr Sandy Blair proposed and Miss Jennifer Sollis seconded the following amendment:


That  “, local government” be inserted in (a) after “government”.
The amendment was carried by 55 to 47 with 4 abstentions.

The Bishop of St Asaph proposed and the Archbishop seconded the following amendment:
That  “, voluntary bodies and ecumenical partners” be inserted in place of “and voluntary bodies” after “local government” in (a).

The amendment was carried by an overwhelming majority.

The amended motion was then passed in the following form with one abstention:

That the Governing Body 


(a) affirm the commitment of the Church in Wales to work with government, local government, voluntary bodies and ecumenical partners to achieve the highest standards of education for all the population of Wales;

(b) commend an understanding of education as a vital way in which human beings are invited and enabled to live into the fullness of life which God intends for us;

(c) receive the final report of the Church in Wales Education Review Group 
and the report of the Church in Wales Children’s Network;

(d) ask the Bench of Bishops to work with all appropriate channels and persons to carry forward the implementation of the recommendations of the Education Review over the next five years.

09/41   Bill to Amend the Constitution
The Chairman reported that, in accordance with Bill procedure, both the Select Committee and the Standing Committee had advised that the Bill was not  “non-controversial”.  It would therefore be debated in accordance with the full Bill procedure. 

Appointment of Committee Chairman

It was resolved:


That His Honour Philip Price QC be appointed Chairman of Committee.

Proceedings in Committee

It was resolved:

That the Governing Body do go into Committee.

_____________________________________________

 Miss Sylvia Scarf OBE vacated the Chair which was taken by His Honour Philip Price QC.
_____________________________________________


In Committee
The Bill was considered in Committee.

His Honour Judge Nicholas Cooke QC, Chairman of the Select Committee, presented the Report of the Select Committee. 
Dr Peter Padley and the Reverend Canon Joe Griffin confirmed that they did not intend to pursue the amendments which they had proposed to the Select Committee and which the Committee was not recommending to the Governing Body.

His Honour Judge Nicholas Cooke QC proposed the following amendments to the schedule to the Bill which were considered en bloc:


Chapter I
S.6(2) last line: For “therefore” substitute “therefor.


Chapter II




Regulations Part 1:

1.1.4:
3rd line to read “Deans referred to in Chapter II section 3(b); and”



Chapter IV C - Regulations




Part IV: The Parochial Church Council




For 11.2.4 substitute 11.3.4.


Chapter IV D




S3 (c) 1st line:  For “there from” substitute “therefrom”

Chapter V: The Archbishop and the Diocesan Bishops - Regulations


Part II: The Archbishop’s Electoral College



5.3 Line 2: for “very” substitute “every”

Chapter VI: Appointments and Nominations


Part 11 - Nominations



S.7(2) 5th line: For “cured” substitute “cure”
(4) 9th line: For “cycle or four turns..” substitute “cycle of four turns..”


Part IV:  Other Provisions


S.11(2) 1st line:  For “who” substitute “whom”



S.15(1) 3rd  line: For “suite” substitute “suit”

Chapter VII – Regulations relating to Parsonages


Part V:  Procedure for Arbitration


11.1  2nd line: After “him” insert “or her”


Part VII:  Redundant Houses and Sales and Lettings



16.1  1st line:  After “Parsonage” insert “,” 
(The Welsh Language text would be amended, where appropriate, to correspond to the English.)


All the Select Committee’s Recommendations were agreed unanimously.

His Honour Judge Nicholas Cooke QC then proposed the following recommendations by the Select Committee to amend the Schedule to the Bill: 



Chapter IV (C): Parochial Administration Section 8(3)(i)




Substitute “1993” for “2006”

This recommendation was agreed unanimously.

Chapter VII Regulation 16(1)

1st line: delete “or letting”
This recommendation was agreed unanimously.

Chapter IX: The Tribunal and the Courts of the Church in Wales

Part XI: Miscellaneous powers and provisions relating to the Diocesan Bishops

S.51(4)  3rd line: substitute “affected” for “effected”

This recommendation was agreed unanimously

His Honour Judge Nicholas Cooke QC then proposed the following amendment to the Bill itself recommended by the Select Committee:



After  “b.    The provisions of part VII of Chapter II”




Add



“c.   The provisions of Section 19 of Chapter III.”

The Select Committee’s recommendation was agreed unanimously.

[The Bill as amended forms Appendix 1 to these minutes.] 

_____________________________________________

His Honour Philip Price QC vacated the Chair which was resumed by Miss Sylvia Scarf OBE.

_____________________________________________

Report


The Governing Body Meeting resumed. 

His Honour Philip Price QC, as Chairman of Committee, reported that the Committee Stage of the Bill had been completed and that the Bill had been approved in Committee with amendments.

Mr Nigel Williams proposed and the Bishop of Swansea and Brecon seconded the following motion: 



That the Bill, as amended, be passed.

The Votes of each Order were taken separately by division and resulted as follows:



The Order of Laity voted unanimously in favour of the Bill.



The Order of Clergy voted unanimously in favour of the Bill.



The Order of Bishops voted unanimously in favour of the Bill.


In accordance with the Constitution, the Bill to Amend the Constitution of the Church in Wales was promulgated by the President as a Canon of the Church in Wales. 

09/42  Report of Trinity College, Carmarthen

Mr Gwilym Jones (non member), Head of the Faculty of Education and Training at Trinity College, introduced the College’s Annual Report.

The Bishop of St Davids proposed and the Chairman seconded the motion:

That the Report of Trinity College, Carmarthen, be received.
The resolution was passed unanimously.

09/43   Diocesan Presentation
The Bishop of Bangor introduced a presentation given by the Reverend Stephanie Beacon (non-member) and the Reverend Janice Gourdie (non-member) about youth work in the diocese of Bangor.

09/44  Report of the Standing Committee – Constitutional Amendments
His Honour Philip Price QC, Chairman of the Standing Committee, proposed and Mr Nigel Williams, Deputy Chairman of the Standing Committee, seconded the following recommendation:

Constitutional Amendments

That the amendments set out in Appendix II (to the Standing Committee’s Report) be made to the Constitution.
The resolution was passed unanimously.

[These amendments form Appendix II to these minutes.]

09/45   Date and Place of Next Meeting.

The next Ordinary Meeting of the Governing Body would be held on 14 and 15 April 2010
at the University of Wales, Lampeter.
This concluded the business of the Meeting and the Archbishop gave the Blessing.
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