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THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CHURCH IN WALES

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD IN LAMPETER

 ON 18 AND 19 SEPTEMBER 2007

An Ordinary Meeting of the Governing Body of the Church in Wales was held at the University of Wales, Lampeter on Tuesday 18 and Wednesday 19 September 2007.

_____________________________________________

The President, the Archbishop of Wales, was in the Chair for the start of the meeting.

______________________________________________

The Right Reverend Alwyn Rice Jones

The Governing Body stood in memory of the Right Reverend Alwyn Rice Jones, Archbishop of Wales from 1991 to 1999, who had died on 12 August 2007.

______________________________________________

07/21  Prayers and Bible Study
The Reverend Amanda Williams-Potter led a Bible Study and Prayers.

07/22
President’s Mandate


In accordance with Section 18 of Chapter II of the Constitution, the Lay Secretary certified the due execution of the President’s Mandate.

07/23  Minutes


The minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Governing Body held on 11 and 12 April 2007 were confirmed and signed.  

07/24
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.

07/25  Representatives of Cytûn and Other Churches

The President welcomed those attending the meeting to represent Cytûn and other Churches:  

Cytûn

Ms Rhian Linecar

The Church of England

The Right Reverend Michael Lewis, Bishop of Middleton.

The Methodist Church
The Reverend Dr Stephen Wigley

07/26
The Anglican Communion

The President made a statement about the situation in the Anglican Communion.   

______________________________________________



Mr Tim Davenport was appointed as the assessor for the day.

______________________________________________

The President vacated the Chair which was taken by the Reverend Canon Jeremy Winston.

______________________________________________

07/27
Report of the Standing Committee 


His Honour Judge Philip Price QC, Chairman of the Standing Committee, presented the Report of the Standing Committee.   He then proposed the following recommendations which were seconded by Mr Nigel Williams, Deputy Chairman of the Standing Committee, with the exception of the recommendation concerning constitutional amendments which was seconded by Mr David Lambert, Chairman of the Drafting Sub-committee:

Dates and Place of Governing Body Meetings in 2009

That the Governing Body hold meetings in North Wales on 15 & 16 April 2009, and in the University of Wales, Lampeter on 16 and 17 September 2009.

The resolution was passed unanimously.


Constitutional Amendments
That the amendments set out in Appendix II [to the Standing Committee’s Report] be made to the Constitution. 

The resolution was passed unanimously.

[These amendments form Appendix 1 to these minutes]

Anglican Consultative Council
That the Church in Wales’s representation on the Anglican Consultative Council for the next three meetings comprise the Very Reverend 

Christopher Potter, Dean of St Asaph, and Mrs Helen Biggin.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

Vacancies

That Chapter VII of the Constitution be amended to enable the process to fill a vacant cure to be initiated by a diocesan bishop either when the cleric actually leaves office (the present position), or on his receiving a notice of resignation.

The resolution was passed unanimously.


Representation on the National Society 

That Dr Medwin Hughes be re-appointed as the Church in Wales representative on the Council of the National Society for the period 2007 – 2012.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

Approval of the Report

That the Report of the Standing Committee be approved.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

07/28
St Michael’s College, Llandaff 

With the consent of the Governing Body, the Reverend Stephen Adams (Dean of Ministry Development at St Michael’s College) gave a presentation on the work of St Michael’s College. 

The Bishop of Monmouth then proposed and the Archbishop seconded the following motion: 


That the Governing Body:

(a) endorse the recommendation of the Bench of Bishops to retain and develop St Michael’s College as a training institution for the Church in Wales;

(b) recognise that St Michael’s College has a role in training those from other Anglican Provinces, and in working with our ecumenical partners;

(c) invite the Representative Body to provide financial support for the College based on the proposals contained within the Bench of Bishops report to the Governing Body for the duration of the implementation of the Development Plan and to work with the College to find the most effective way of so doing.

The resolution was passed by an overwhelming majority.

07/29
The Anglican Communion

The Archbishop spoke about the proposed Covenant and proposed the following motion which was seconded by Miss Sylvia Scarf: 



That the Governing Body:

(a)
note the process taking place designed to produce a covenant for the Anglican Communion and that such a process will only be concluded when any definitive text has been duly considered through the synodical processes of the provinces of the Communion; and

(b)
invite the Bench of Bishops to finalise a response to the draft from the Covenant Design Group for submission to the Anglican Communion Office by the end of the year.
______________________________________________

The Right Reverend Anthony Pierce

The Archbishop paid tribute to the Right Reverend Anthony Pierce, Bishop of Swansea and Brecon, who would be retiring before the next meeting of the Governing Body.

______________________________________________

Adjournment

The Meeting was adjourned until the following day.



______________________________________________

(Workshops

Workshops were held in the evening on the following subjects:

· The Anglican Communion

· Clergy Terms of Service

· The Review of the Constitution

· The new format of the Representative Body’s Accounts.)

______________________________________________

The Meeting of the Governing Body resumed on Wednesday 19 September 2007.

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

There was a celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  


______________________________________________

In the absence of the President (who was attending a meeting in Louisiana between the Bishops of The Episcopal Church and the Standing Committee of the Primates of the Anglican Communion) the Bishop of Swansea and Brecon, as the Senior Bishop, took the Chair and appointed Mr Basil Richards as Assessor for the day.

______________________________________________

The Bishop of Swansea and Brecon vacated the Chair which was resumed by the Reverend Canon Jeremy Winston.

______________________________________________

07/29
The Anglican Communion (resumed debate) 

The Reverend Robert Capper proposed and the Reverend Dr William Strange seconded the following amendment:

That in sub-clause (a) of the motion the word “note” be deleted and the word “welcome” be substituted in line one and the word “and” be deleted and the word “recognising” be substituted in line two.

The amendment was lost by a very substantial majority.

The original motion was then put and carried by an overwhelming majority.

07/30
Question Time

Oral answers to written questions were given by the Bishop of Swansea and Brecon and the Bishop of Monmouth. 

______________________________________________

The Reverend Canon Jeremy Winston vacated the Chair which was taken by the Very Reverend Alun Hawkins, Dean of Bangor.

______________________________________________

 07/31

Report of the Representative Body

Lord Rowe-Beddoe, Chairman of the Representative Body, and (with the consent of the Governing Body) Mr John Roberts, Chairman of the Investment Committee, introduced:

-
The Report and Financial Statements of the Representative Body for the year 

ended 31 December 2006.

-
The Common Investment Fund Accounts for the year ended 

31 December 2006.

-
The Minutes of the Meetings of the Representative Body held on 16 November 2006, 12 March and 7 June 2007.

Lord Rowe-Beddoe proposed and Mr William Legge-Bourke, Deputy Chairman of the Representative Body, seconded the following motion:




That the Report of the Representative Body be approved.  


The resolution was passed unanimously.


Lord Rowe-Beddoe then proposed and Mr William Legge-Bourke seconded the following motion:

That Chapter X of the Constitution be amended to provide for net rental income from parsonages in a diocese to be credited to the Diocesan Parsonage Board Account of that Diocese.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

07/32
Membership & Finance Report

Mr Nigel King proposed and the Reverend John Leach seconded the following motion:


That the Governing Body do take note of this Report.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

07/33
Report of Trinity College, Carmarthen

With the consent of the Governing Body, Dr Medwin Hughes, Principal of the College, spoke about its Annual Report. 


The Bishop of St Davids then proposed and the Chairman seconded the motion:



That the Report of Trinity College, Carmarthen be received.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

______________________________________________

The Very Reverend Alun Hawkins, Dean of Bangor, vacated the Chair which was taken by His Honour Judge Philip Price QC.

______________________________________________

07/34
Experimental Order for the Ministry to the Sick and Housebound
The Right Reverend David Thomas, Provincial Assistant Bishop, proposed and the Reverend Canon Jeremy Winston seconded the following motion:

That pursuant to Section 1 of the Canon for experimental use of proposed revisions of the Book of Common Prayer provisionally approved by the Bench of Bishops promulgated on 29 September 1955, the Governing Body hereby assent to the experimental use for a period not exceeding ten years of the form of Order for the Ministry to the Sick and Housebound dated July 2007.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

07/35
Report of the Constitution Working Group
Mr Nigel Williams proposed and Mr David Lambert seconded the following motion:

That the Governing Body welcome the Report from the Constitution Working Group and accept:

1. The principle of the division of most Chapters into principal text and

regulations and the general format of the model draft in particular:

(a)
the inclusion of the regulations immediately after the text of each chapter and 

(b)
the difference in numbering between the provisions of the principal text and those of the regulations.

         



2.  The procedure for making and amending Regulations.

        


3.   The grouping of subject matter.

         
4.   The proposal that the Bill producing the amended Constitution should

contain proposals limiting the requirement for bill procedure in the future.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

On behalf of the Governing Body, the Chairman thanked the members of the Working Group for all the work they had undertaken over the past three years to enable the Report to be brought to the Governing Body.

07/36 The Annual Report of the Widows, Orphans and Dependants Society
The Venerable Robert Williams, Archdeacon of Gower and Chairman of the Widows, Orphans and Dependants Society, proposed and the Chairman seconded the following motion:


That the Governing Body do take note of this Report.

The resolution was passed unanimously.
07/37   St Joseph’s Catholic and Anglican High School, Wrexham
With the consent of the Governing Body, Mr John Kenworthy, the Head Teacher, assisted by other members of staff and senior pupils, gave a presentation about the work of the school and answered questions.

 07/38   Date of Place of Next Meeting
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Governing Body would be held on 2 and 3 April 2008 at the University of Wales, Lampeter.

This concluded the business of the Meeting and the Bishop of Swansea and Brecon gave the Blessing.
APPENDIX 1

THE SCHEME FOR THE SUPPORT OF MINISTRY 

IN THE CHURCH IN WALES 2007

(1) 
From 1st January 2007:

(a)
Subject to sub-section (2)(3), the Representative Body shall provide each year a sum of money (“the Grant”) calculated by reference to the estimated cost of the items listed in the schedule hereto (“the Schedule”) in 2006 but limited to that part of the cost of such items met by the Representative Body for 2006;

(b)
Subject to sub-section (1)(a) and sub-section 2(b), the Representative Body will no longer be responsible for meeting any part of the cost of the items listed in the Schedule;

(c)
Subject to the Constitution of the Church in Wales and to any terms or conditions prescribed under subsection (4) (5), each diocese shall determine for itself expenditure to be incurred upon the items listed in the Schedule.

(2)
(a)
With effect from 1st January 2009 sub paragraph (g) of the Schedule shall be amended to read as follows:



“25% of bursaries and grants for ordinands”

(b) With effect from 1st January 2009 the Representative Body will be responsible for 75% of bursaries and grants for ordinands.

(3)(2)
Prior to 31st December 2008 and each year thereafter the Representative Body shall review the Grant and shall determine whether and to what extent the Grant should be adjusted, provided that the Grant shall be maintained at no less than the level stated in subsection (1)(a) until 31st December 2008.

 (4)(3) 
(a)
The Grant shall be apportioned  each year between the dioceses by reference to each diocese’s share of the total expenditure by the Representative Body in 2002 on the items listed in the Schedule (“the Formula”).


(b)
Prior to 31st December 2008 the Representative Body shall review the Formula and determine whether it should be changed. Any such change shall not take effect before 1st January 2009.

(5)(4)
The Representative Body, after consultation with each of the dioceses, may specify terms and conditions upon which the sum paid to each diocese shall be held and used by that diocese.

(6)(5)
At the end of each quarter each diocese shall reimburse to the Representative Body any payments made by the Representative Body on behalf of and with the agreement of the diocese in respect of any of the items listed in the Schedule. 
APPENDIX 1 (cont.)
THE SCHEDULE

The items referred to in section 1 of this scheme are:

Clergy Benefits

(a)
Archdeacons’ stipends, housing and expenses (where not parochial)

(b)
The stipends of the Dean, Residentiary Canon and Minor Canons of each cathedral

(c)
Current service pension contributions for all stipendiary clergy except bishops

(d)
Contributions to Bishops’ Hardship Funds

(e)
Contributions to Widows, Orphans & Dependants Funds

(f)
Chaplains currently paid from the Maintenance of Ministry Fund

Clergy Training

(g)
Bursaries and Grants for Ordinands 

(h)
Grants to Educational Bodies (principally St Michael’s College)

Property

(i)
Costs of parsonage maintenance 

(j)
Cost of insurance of clergy houses 

(k)
Provision of Curates’ houses 


Grants

(l)
Representative Body Grants to Cathedrals

(m)
Diocesan & Archdeacons’ Registrars costs
Governing Body

(n)
Governing Body Meeting Expenses
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