The Governing body of the Church in WALES APRIL 2008 

Evening Workshop: Green Issues

Wednesday 2 April 2008 - Cliff Tucker Building Seminar Room 1 (upstairs)

Climate change is regarded as the major issue facing humanity.  Initiatives to address the issue underpin much government policy and influence our daily lives.

The Bench of Bishops has approved a set of principles concerning sustainability and climate change as follows:

We believe in the conservation of the Earth and its resources as God’s precious creation.  The Church should strive to put this belief into action by:
 
1. Seeking to reduce energy use in all our buildings

2. Being open to renewable energy solutions such as solar power and wind turbines on our property
3. Encouraging the use of less polluting forms of transport wherever possible particularly walking and cycling
4. Developing wildlife conservation schemes in our churchyards
5. Using Fair Trade environment and animal friendly products wherever possible
6. Reducing waste by composting and recycling as much of it as possible
7. Reducing paper usage (and then only recycled paper) 
8. Considering the environmental impact of our meetings and how we can reduce that impact
9. Disseminating information on good practice and where to obtain advice and help on environmental issues
10. Promoting sustainability through our preaching and teaching and setting a good example 
This workshop will discuss these principles and look at draft guidance being prepared for Parishes on how to put these principles into action. 
The Parish Green Guide – Caring for God’s Creation will set out these principles, provide a checklist to help Parishes consider the key issues under each principle and offer links to resources that can provide further information.  In addition, the guide will include prayers and liturgical resources on this theme.

The workshop will help in the development of policy and guidance in this important area and it is intended that the guidance will be brought to the Governing Body in September for ratification.

Alex Glanville, Head of Property Services at the Representative Body, and the Revd Robin Morrison, Bishops’ Advisor on Church and Society, will lead the workshop.






