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GOVERNING BODY

THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN TO THE EPISCOPATE

NOTE BY THE BENCH OF BISHOPS

1.
In April 2006 the Bench of Bishops issued the attached Statement to Governing Body members and clergy advising of its intention to initiate a period of discussion within the Church to help it prepare a Bill to enable women to be ordained to the episcopate in Wales.   As part of this process the Bench commissioned a special edition of Theology Wales on this subject which was circulated to all Governing Body members, clergy and PCC Secretaries last August.   The purpose of this publication was to inform a period of discussion within each diocese between September 2006 and April 2007.

2.
The next stage in this process is the discussion which will take place at this meeting of the Governing Body.   The term ‘discussion’, rather than debate, is used deliberately because the Bench sees this as a further step in the process of discernment.   Consequently, there is no motion and, with the endorsement of the Standing Committee, it is intended to ask the Governing Body to agree that Standing Orders be suspended for this item.   It is hoped that this will encourage members to speak openly and freely.

3.
In order to set the context for the discussion, the Bench has invited the Reverend Canon Richard Pain and Miss Patricia Davies to make opening statements outlining some of the reasons why they support and oppose the proposals respectively.   There will then be an open forum for Governing Body members to contribute, following which the opening speakers will be invited to respond.

4.
After the Governing Body meeting, the Bench of Bishops will prepare a Bill.   As required by Bill procedure this will be brought first to the Standing Committee prior to publication to all members of the Governing Body.   The intention is that the Bill be brought to the Governing Body for consideration and decision in April 2008.
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