
PARISH OF COLWINSTON, LLANDOW & LLYSWORNEY

ANNUAL REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING 31ST DECEMBER 2008
1. The parish is part of the Vale of Glamorgan deanery in the archdeaconry of Margam, in the diocese of Llandaff, within the Church in Wales. There are three parish churches within the united parish. They are St Michael & All Angels, Colwinston, Holy Trinity, Llandow and St Tydfil’s, Llysworney. The incumbent is the Revd. Peter Michael Leonard.
2. The independent financial examiner is Mr John Sant of Colwinston. The PCC is very grateful to Mr Sant for fulfilling this important role. The Parish income does not exceed £100,000 per annum and the diocesan Board of Finance has confirmed that there is no need for the parish to register with the Charity Commission.
3. The architects who advise the Parochial Church Council [PCC] are Messrs Davies Sutton Architects.

4. The names of the persons who served on the PCC during 2008 are:

	Pamela Haines [R]

David Thomas

Craig Vaughan


	Sally Harrop [R]

Mike Jones [P]

Jennifer Denham
Margaret Bourke
	Jeremy Rawlins [R]

Penny Snowden [P]

Melanie Hurst

Diane Bluck

	Alan McNee [Treasurer]
	Margaret Bourke [Secretary]
	


5. The People’s Warden for the Parish was Jeremy Rawlins. The Rector’s Warden for the Parish was Penny Snowden. Mrs Margaret Bourke was appointed Parish Secretary by the PCC at its first meeting.

6. There are no committees of the PCC to make separate reports.
7. Activities during 2007.
a) The full pattern of Sunday worship has been maintained throughout the year. Each church has a service every Sunday and there is a celebration of the Holy Eucharist in at least one of the churches every Sunday. On the occasional fifth Sunday the three congregations unite at one of the three churches in turn. These united services have been attended by people from each congregation of the parish.

b) The numbers attending the regular worship are steady. With relatively small numbers the loss or gain of just one or two attendees can make a real difference to the percentage change in numbers present. The parish took part in the diocesan initiative, ‘Back to Church Sunday’. This coincided with Harvest Festival in one of the churches which made it difficult to take an overview. It seems that few were attracted by the initiative and none retained over the medium term but the task was enjoyed by those who shared in the promotion of the event. 

c) The special services for such as Mothering Sunday and Harvest Festival have seen full churches. The Christingle service maintains its strong popularity and is replicated in each of the churches to full congregations.

d) The Christmas cycle of services, carol-singing and social activities continues to be a major part of the community’s Christmas celebrations.  A full pattern of Holy Week services was also offered and was spread around the three churches and Ty Teilo. The help of the lay Eucharistic ministers, Diane Bluck, Melanie Hurst, Jeremy Rawlins, Penny Snowden and Craig Vaughan is gratefully acknowledged.
e) Penny Snowden, our MU branch leader, is also deanery leader and reports; ‘The Mothers Union branch has had a very good year.  They managed to support the literacy scheme and other MU initiatives to the sum of £832.  Although raising money they also had an enjoyable time with a garden party, a coffee morning and a Christmas Fayre and  a trip to the Cowbridge Physic Garden in the rain.  We have now changed the name of the branch to mirror the membership from all of our village communities - Colwinston, Llandow & Llysworney.  As well as raising money they enjoy worshipping together, underpinning their work with prayer and having fun  - in fact the three 'f's - fundraising, fellowship and fun.
f) Diane Bluck reports on our ministry to children. ‘The Little Fish Fun Club met 10 times in 2008, once on Wednesday of each school holiday and for a week at the end of July. The club continues to be advertised via village newsletters and through an end of term note distributed by St David’s school to which the club is very grateful. The cost of each session remains at £5(£4 for a sibling) which allows for the hire of the hall (£28) and to provide good quality art/craft activities and resources. 54 different children attended at various times throughout the year, the average number in 2008 being 21 at each session. There were 24 regular attendees and the girl/boy ratio is now about equal. There are two leaders, Diane Bluck and Sally Harrop and three permanent helpers; Helen Sloane, Margaret Thomas and Pat Appleby so that each of the churches is represented. There was no inspection of the club by the CSIW in 2008 who has informed the leaders that they are to adopt a self assessment procedure. The CSIW will no longer fund the cost of renewing the helper’s Enhanced Disclosures from the CRB. The Church in Wales is happy to do this every 5yrs whereas the CSIW require renewal every three years. The CSIW has been informed and as yet the helpers Disclosures have not been renewed. The theme - Parables of Jesus-proved to be a very successful one. Each parable was put into a modern context   which made it more meaningful and relevant to the children. The work produced on the Parables was used at 5 Family Services in the Parish. The Little Fish again supported the Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Appeal and 34 shoe boxes were sent to needy children abroad in December. At home, the Little Fish enjoyed a joyous Christmas party with a visit by St Nicholas!’
g) The parish continues to implement the diocesan and Church of Wales policy as regards the care and protection of children. All of those working with children have the necessary CRB [Criminal Records Bureau] clearance. It is understood that the Church in Wales intends to update these clearances. The PCC has been guided through the Church in Wales policy document ‘Children and Young People’ by Mrs Trish Turley. The PCC has adopted the document as the basis for its own work in this area.
h) In its engagement with the wider church the parish had committed itself to support the work of the Witkoppen clinic in Johannesburg, South Africa. Melanie Hurst writes:- In 2007 the PCC agreed to fund raise for Witkoppen Health & Welfare Centre in Johannesburg, SouthAfrica for two years.  This clinic is personally known to Melanie Hurst, a member of the PCC. The clinic is a health facility that provides essential primary health care for an increasing population, including over 25,000 destitute people living close by. They provide hope and medical care to people who have little or no option to go elsewhere and receive these services.  They face severe funding difficulties and private funding is needed to help the provision of primary health care and specific projects such as HIV/AIDS medical care. We raised funds by having Lenten lunches which were hosted by a number of people in the whole Parish,  and for two years running  ‘Big Breakfasts’ were arranged in Wolf House, Llysworney.    People paid £10 per head for a substantial breakfast!   Together with raffle prizes, these events raised approximately £2,773.00 which has been sent directly to the clinic and gratefully received.

i) Home communion is offered to those who request it through reasons of infirmity or ill-health.

j) ‘Tuesday at Ty Teilo’ continues as our regular opportunity for engaging with the scriptures through bible study and themed courses.

8. The three ancient buildings of the parish have continued to proclaim the presence of the gospel in the beautiful rural setting of the parish. The buildings are a strong visual focus in each community. The need to maintain and improve these buildings is a heavy burden for all congregations. Mike Jones, Jeremy Rawlins and David Thomas have been in the forefront of this important work. All of the churches are open during daylight hours. Thanks are expressed to all those who make this possible by opening and locking the buildings.
9. Jeremy Rawlins writes in respect of St Tydfil’s, Llysworney: ‘Over the last 12 months no major works have been undertaken to St Tydfil’s.  The small grant of £500 from CADW was used to clear the french drain that runs around the perimeter of the church and also to undertake repairs to the stone mullions of the windows. Various electrical problems have been experienced with failing lights and convector heaters.  Two light units have been replaced, and we are currently awaiting a quotation for replacement of the defective radiators.  The NIC EIC inspection is now overdue and the electrician has been asked to undertake this at the earliest opportunity. One of the floodlights was damaged recently and is not capable of repair.  A quotation for a replacement unit is awaited, and depending upon the cost in relation to the policy excess, insurance claim may be made.  

10. A quotation was received for redecoration of the interior of the church with a more suitable lime wash finish, but the Church in Wales have indicated that an architect should be appointed in order to oversee these works.  Given the relatively straightforward nature of the redecoration and the cost of employing an architect, the proposal to carry out these works has been put on hold for the present time. The church notice board is in urgent need of repair/replacement.  A church yard working party was organised during the summer, and works were undertaken to the large yew tree and a pine tree by specialist contractors.  

11. The St Tydfil’s representatives on the PCC are currently considering the feasibility of a major refurbishment project so as to improve facilities, principally for the purpose of worship, but also for other community uses.  An initial meeting with a conservation architect is being organised.’
12. Mike Jones and Sally Harrop write in respect of Holy Trinity, Llandow, ‘The church had a uneventfull but good year with the congregation on average of about 8 to 10 people with Christmas, Easter and other church festivals  well attended. The congregation are mostly of mature years and we need new blood to push the Church forward with new idears and energy. We have had our share of baptisms, marriages and funerals from around the surrounding area.The Rector and the Church Wardens try to visit all the sick and bereaved in the village and surrounding area and all newcomers to the village have a welcome letter from the Rector.
13. The Church is in a good state of repair, it is dry and there are no indiction of damp problems .  The inside of the tower as been cleaned and checked for rot etc. and  one small beam was replaced.  The bell,supporting beams and bearings are in good order. The louvres were secured and made bird proof. The louvre in the west side was modified to allow the bats ingres and egress as per Countryside Council for Wales instructions. The main door on the church had the varnish removed and three coats of linseed oil applied. This was paid for by a grant from Cadw. The churchyard is maintained to a high standard by a lady who lives in the village and the church is enjoyed by villagers and walkers. ‘
14. The grass  in all the churchyards is cut by the Probation Service and the PCC continues to be very grateful for this invaluable assistance.  Mike Sweeney has also done a lot of good work in maintaining the appearance of the churchyard in Colwinston.
15. Pamela Haines and David Thomas write concerning St Michael & All Angels, Colwinston. ‘St Michael’s church remains a focal point in the life of the village of Colwinston with a full church at services before, after and during the Christmas period and at Easter. The village fete week ended with a church service in which all the village societies participated and similarly the Harvest Festival service united the community in church followed by a successful Harvest Lunch. Attendance at normal Sunday services has been consistent throughout the year. Some of the children in the village have been encouraged to take part in family services by performing a short play or forming a small choir. The children’s involvement has brought their parents into the church.

16. The fabric of the church requires constant attention. This year has seen the completion of minor remedial works such as the replastering with lime mortar to two small areas. Plans have been drawn up by an architect for a designated area within the churchyard for the interment of ashes. It is hoped that once a faculty is obtained, this proposal will proceed with the possible assistance of some funding from the local community council. The exterior repainting of the church, however, is the most pressing problem. Efforts have been made during the year to fund raise for this project and these will continue into 2009.’
17. Our relationship with St David’s Church in Wales voluntarily aided primary school continues to flourish and develop. The usual sequence of school services in the churches of the parish once every half-term has continued and the congregations have, in turn been invited into school to take part in the eucharists there. The churches are full for these services and the number receiving holy communion in the school hall has been as high as 32. On the 27th November 2008 13 children from Year 6 of St David’s school were confirmed by Bishop David Yeoman. This represented 65% 0f the eligible children. This was the first such service in the parish for a number of years and was a very happy event. Bishop David was full of admiration for St Michael & All Angel’s – both the ancient fabric and the modern facilities to be enjoyed there. Refreshments were served in the school hall after the service.
18. Other activities.

I. Once again the parish was asked to host a student from St Michael’s College, Llandaff. David Morris, Senior Student at the College, came to us in the late autumn and was made very welcome by the parish congregations. We wish him well in the future as he will serve his title in the other St Tydfil’s in the diocese – at Merthyr Tydfil.
II. A parish ‘prayer diary’ was established and featured on the front of the regular Weekly Notes. It provided a valuable focus for prayer across the parish in addition to the Sunday focus on diocesan and Anglican Communion concerns.

III. The parish has decided to adopt the diocesan policy for the furtherance of the Welsh language. The new notice-board at Colwinston was the first fruit of that policy. Work is in hand to bring prayers and hymns in the Welsh language into our regular worship.
IV. Cards of condolence signed by the Rector have been sent to the bereaved or unwell in Llandow. This ministry of care and concern seems to have been well-received in the community. It is a very simple and cost-effective way of raising the profile of the church in the parish.

V. The idea of seeking ‘Epiphany gifts’ has been resurrected by the PCC. This has been used in the distant past in Llandow. The idea is that the wider community is invited to share in bearing the running costs of the local church by committing to fund the cost of candles or altar requisites or other areas of expenditure for a given period.

VI. The Cowbridge and District branch of the Royal Naval Association was disbanded at the end of 2008. Thus came to an end a long and harmonious relationship with the parish. Remembrance Sunday services had been held at St Tydfil’s, Llysworney for about ten years.
VII. A meeting with officers of the community support organisation that works in the rural Vale has taken place. ‘Creative Rural Communities’ aims to foster community based projects. The meeting explored possible avenues of joint working.

VIII. The Rector ceased to be Area Dean after completing the requisite five years in the post. The deanery continues to move forward under the guidance of the new Area Dean, Canon Derek Belcher. The establishment of a Vale Counselling Service has been an early fruit of the new order. Penny Snowden has served as the Lay Vice-Chair of the deanery.

IX. A parish web-site has been established under the aegis of the Church in Wales. It is managed by the Rector and Parish Secretary and has been found to be somewhat ‘clunky’ in operation and limited in its usefulness as a tool in the life of the parish. 

19. Such an account of this always runs the risk of omission in both the account of the complex life of the parish in the context of deanery and diocese and in the many ministries offered and used by members of the congregations. Thanks go to the parish officers for faithfully fulfilling their duties, to the PCC for its commitment to the work of the church locally, and to all for their ongoing faith and encouragement during 2008.

Peter Leonard

Rector of Colwinston, Llandow and Llysworney.

April 2009







