A Service of Affirmation for

Churchwardens and Parochial Councillors


THE CHURCH IN WALES
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1 Introduction

My brothers and sisters, we are called as a Christian family in the diocese and in the parish to celebrate the grace of Christ, the fellowship of the Spirit and the love of God our Father.

Within this family we look to deacons, priests and the Bishop as teachers, leaders and shepherds. In each parish this ministry is strengthened by churchwardens and parochial church councillors, and by others who preach, who teach and who by their good example reveal Christ’s glory in the world.

Those who have been elected or nominated to serve as wardens and     councillors come before you, their brothers and sisters in Christ, to re-affirm the declarations they have made. We witness their promises and also pray that they may be empowered and encouraged in all that is entrusted to them.

Silent prayer


Lord God,


source of all goodness and light,


you sent your only Son, the Word of life,


to reveal to the world the mystery of your love.


Bless our brothers and sisters


 who come to dedicate themselves to your service.


Grant that they may meditate on your word,


be devoted in service and wise in their counsels,


proclaiming the Good News


 by what that say and what they do;


through Christ our Lord. Amen.
2 The Word

One of the following readings:

Exodus 3. 1-6


The call of Moses
Joshua 1. 1-9


Joshua’s commission

Isaiah 6. 1-8



The call of Isaiah
Matthew 5. 1-6


The Beatitudes
Mark 8. 27-38


‘You are the Christ’
John 15. 1-17


The true vine
Acts 1. 1-8



‘You will receive power’
Romans 12. 1-12


A living sacrifice
1 Corinthians 12. 4-13

Varieties of gifts
Ephesians 4. 7-16


One Lord, one faith, one baptism
1 Timothy 6. 11-16


Fighting the good fight
2 Timothy 3. 10 - 4.5

‘Be urgent in and out of season’
3 Affirmations

CHURCHWARDENS

N (and N), you have been appointed to serve as churchwardens (subwarden) in this parish.

Churchwardens are officers of the Bishop and share in his responsibility towards the members of Christ’s flock. Will you endeavour to fulfil your office, [with the assistance of the church wardens],leading and encouraging your fellow Christians in the life of the Church?

Churchwardens:
I will.
I now invite you to re-affirm the declaration which you have made to the Bishop.

Churchwardens:  
I declare that as a member of the Church in Wales




I am entitled to serve as an officer of the church




and that I will seek to fulfil my responsibilities




with God’s help and trust.




I will endeavour to work for the good of God’s kingdom




by leading my life with devotion and commitment




both in worship and witness,




to the glory of his holy name.

The minister may hand the wardens their staves.

Lord God,

you have entrusted your servants N (and N)

to serve as churchwardens in this parish.

May they discern your loving purpose,

faithfully supporting the life of the Christian family,

by caring for your children

and sharing in our joys and sorrows;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PARISH CHURCH COUNCILLORS

As those elected to serve as church councillors you bring the richness and  variety of your life’s experience to the service of this parish. We pray that you will find the time and opportunity to contribute widely in the work and witness of God’s kingdom, and I invite you to affirm your commitment and resolve in this ministry.

Will you endeavour to support the life of the Church in this parish by your commitment within the Parochial Church Council?

Members:  

We will.
Will you be mindful of the responsibilities laid upon the Church Council for the whole life of the parish, and will you seek to encourage your family, friends and neighbours in the Christian life?

Members:  

We will.



We declare that as members of the Church in this parish




we are entitled to serve as church councillors,




and that we will endeavour to fulfil our duties




with consideration and faith,




in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

A prayer card or some other symbol may be presented to each councillor.

CONGREGATION

The minister addresses the congregation.

Having witnessed the declarations our churchwardens and parochial church councillors have made, I invite you now to pray for them and to support and encourage them in their service. As the family of God in this parish, we are called to bear one another’s burdens and to share one another’s joys that we may fulfil the law of Christ. Let us pray that, with God’s help, we may overcome all temptation to disunity, that others may recognise the Lord who lives in us.

4 The Prayers

The minister:

Almighty God and Father,

we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith

with all who have been baptised in your name.

Keep us faithful to our baptism,

and so make us ready for that day

when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
A Warden:

God our Father,

we pray for N our Bishop

and all who tend the flock of Christ in this parish.

Give us also wisdom and insight

to share in the work of ministry,

to welcome your people,

to listen and to care,

to strengthen and enable,

that your kingdom here may grow,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A member of the Parochial Church Council:

Lord Jesus Christ,

enable us to live by the declarations we have made:

to commit ourselves to prayer and worship,

to be faithful in the love of your name,

and to look for the day

 when the world will be filled with the knowledge of your love. Amen.
Other prayers may be added.

If the Lord’s Prayer is not to be used elsewhere in the service it is said here.

Let us pray with confidence 

As our Saviour taught us,

to the Father:




we boldly pray:

Our Father in heaven,


Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be your name,


hallowed be thy name,

your kingdom come,


thy kingdom come,


     your will be done,



thy will be done,

on earth as in heaven.


on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today



Give us this day

our daily bread.



our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,


And forgive us our trespasses

as we who forgive those


as we forgive those

who sin against us.


who trespass against us.

Save us from



And lead us not

the time of trial



into temptation,

and deliver us from evil.


but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power

For thine is the kingdom,

and the glory are yours,


the power and the glory,

now and for ever. Amen.


for ever and ever. Amen.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,

teach us to walk in your way more trustfully,

to accept your truth more faithfully,

and to share your life more loving.

By the power of the Holy Spirit

guide us in our life in the Church,

that we may come as one family

to the kingdom of the Father,

to live and reign with you for ever. Amen.
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

The God of grace who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, restore, establish and strengthen you in the Faith,

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Notes

1
The service should be held at an appropriate time after the Bishop’s or Archdeacon’s Visitation. It is important that all holding office should attend and that the occasion of the service be made known at the annual parish meeting(s).

2
The service should normally be used as part of a public act of worship, and the Bible readings should be those appointed for that service, the Ministry of the Word from this order (section 2) then being omitted. If it is appropriate to do so, one or more of the readings provided in this order may be substituted.

3
At the Eucharist, the service replaces the Prayers of the Church. The final congregational prayer and blessing may be used immediately before the conclusion of the Eucharist.

4
At Morning or Evening Prayer, the service replaces the Prayers and Intercessions which follow the Creed and the collect of the day may be said during the additional prayers.

5
The Prayers of Dedication and Concluding Prayers (8-32, pages 55-60) from An Alternative Order for Morning and Evening Prayer are particularly appropriate for use during the Prayers (section 4).

6
Normally the Churchwardens should say their response and              declaration together.

