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Grant-Making Criteria for Venturing in Mission Projects

1. Grants will be made available for initiatives which move forward the Venturing in Mission direction in a church or parish.  The primary focus of the Project should be within the Diocese of St Davids.

2. Grants are available for one off costs.

3. Grants are not available towards major building work or projects that are primarily social in nature. If you are in any doubt about the eligibility of your project please check with your Archdeacon.

4. Priority will be given to initiatives that relate to people in their twenties or thirties, families, teenagers or children – the generations that the churches have been losing and need to re-connect with.

5. Any unit of the diocese may apply for grants – benefices, parishes, individual churches, deaneries and organisations.

6. The application form asks how much of your ministry share is paid by regular quarterly amount. We can only set aside money from the Venturing in Mission Fund if ministry share payments come in regularly and reliably. 

7. In order to become eligible for a grant, parishes with arrears in their ministry share will need to show how the arrears are being dealt with.

8. Where children, young people and vulnerable adults are involved, the application form must be accompanied by a copy of the Child Protection Policy for that initiative (An example of a Child Protection Policy can be obtained from the Revd Cecilia Charles, the Diocesan Child Protection Officer)

9. The following examples of eligible projects are given simply to stimulate ideas – applicants are invited to use their God given imaginations in finding creative ways of growing the 21st century church:

· Start up funding for a new congregation meeting in a school hall – musical instruments, projector, initial hire etc.

· Training and equipment needs for a team of children’s workers to improve children’s provision within a parish or deanery.

· Costs of an evangelistic mission.

· Costs for running a Menter course.

· A one off event such as a deanery children/youth day.

· Costs of a community service initiative.

All applications will need to pass five tests:

1. Relevance – that your application comes within the indicated criteria

2. Competence – that you have filled in your form and answered any supplementary questions in such a way as to convince the grant-making group that you have a fair chance of delivering your project competently.

3. Plausibility – that you establish a plausible route by which your proposal could result in the growth of the church.

4. Comprehensiveness – that you have answered all the questions on the form in such a way as to give the grant-making group a clear picture of your intentions.

5. Sustainability – that the larger, longer term projects show how you might keep the project going once our funding has finished or personnel move on.

The presumption is that any application passing all five tests will be eligible for a grant, subject to funds being available. If applications exceed funds available then the grant-makers reserve the right to decide whether to award small grants to all, or larger grants to some and none to others.

Please feel free to contact your Archdeacon if you would like help with framing your proposals or filling in your form. He/She may be able to put you in touch with someone who can assist you. 

Members with a personal interest in a proposal will withdraw from the meeting while it is discussed.

All completed applications should be sent to the Diocesan Secretary 
and must arrive at least ten days before the date of the next meeting 
in order to be considered.

Early applications are advised where possible in order to give time for the group to obtain any clarifications that may be required before the meeting. In complicated cases a member of the group may arrange to visit you prior to the grant-making meeting. Applicants will be notified of the outcome as soon as possible after each meeting.
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