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THE CELEBRATION OF A NEW MINISTRY

THE WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

A processional hymn will be sung, during which all Ministers assembled shall process to their appointed seats. The Bishop shall go to the Chancel step.

Bishop:
In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Grace, mercy and peace to you from 

           

God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

All:      

And also with you. 

The Bishop will briefly welcome the people.
God of all grace

You call your Church to be a holy people

To the praise of your name.

In the power of your Spirit

Fill our hearts with your love

And our lives with your glory

Through Jesus Christ our Lord  Amen

Silence

A Penitential Reflection on our ministry as Christians

Gracious God,

When we do not listen for your word in the words of others

Forgive and renew us

When we do not use the gifts you have given us

Forgive and renew us

When we do not respond to your calling

Forgive and renew us

When we do not love one another as sisters and brothers in Christ

Forgive and renew us

When we do not serve our neighbours in their need

Forgive and renew us

When we do not share the good news with those around us

Forgive and renew us

Silence

Bishop:
Almighty God, who calls us to serve,



Have mercy upon you

Forgive you in Christ

And renew you by the Spirit

Amen. Thanks be to God

Bishop: Listen to the words of St Paul: I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless. [Philippians 1: 3-10]

A hymn is sung celebrating the presence of the Spirit.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

A reading taken from the Old Testament or Apocrapha.

Reader: 
This is the Word of the Lord

All: 

Thanks be to God.
A reading taken from the New Testament.

Reader: 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

All: 

Thanks be to God.
The Bishop, or another appointed person shall give an address.

A hymn is sung.

THE PRESENTATION AND LICENSING

The Churchwardens present the Priest to the Bishop, saying:

Bishop N., we present to you the Reverend N.N., with whom we ask you to share the Cure of Souls of the Parishes of N.

The new Priest stands before the Bishop to make the declaration of assent.

Bishop: The Church in Wales is part of the One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church worshipping the one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It professes the Faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the Catholic Creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation. Led by the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to the Christian truth in its historic formularies, The Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, The Book of Common Prayer and the Ordering of Bishops, Priests and Deacons. In the declaration you are about to make, you will affirm your loyalty to this inheritance of Faith as your inspiration and guidance under God in bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation, and making Him known to those in your care?

Priest: I do solemnly declare my belief in the Faith which is revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the Catholic Creeds and to which the historic formularies, namely: the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, the Book of Common Prayer and the Ordering of Bishops, Priests and Deacons, as published in 1662, bear witness; and in public prayer and administration of the sacraments, I will use only the forms of service which are allowed by lawful authority, and none other. And I hereby undertake to be bound by the Constitution of the Church in Wales, and to accept, submit to, and carry out any sentence or judgement which may at any time be passed upon me by the Archbishop, a Diocesan Bishop or any Court or the Tribunal of the Church in Wales. 

The Priest continues

I, N. do swear by Almighty God that I will pay true and canonical obedience to the Bishop of St Davids, and his successors, in all things lawful and honest.  

The Priest is now invited to affirm his/her commitment to the New Ministry about to begin.

THE PROMISES

Member of local church: 

N

Will you hold before us

The story of God’s love and mercy,

Above all, the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,

And will you preach the word of God,

Administer Baptism,

Preside at the Eucharist,

Teach the faith

And care for the flock

Priest:
I will.

I ask God to help me

And I invite you all to join with me

In proclaiming the Gospel of love and hope.

All:
Through Christ we have Good News to share

Member of local church:

Will you hold before us

God’s call to holy living

And be among us

As one who awakens the careless

Seeks the lost

Supports the weak

And strengthens the faithful

Priest:

I will.

I ask God to help me

And I invite you all to join with me

In commitment to the way of Christ

All:
May we reveal Christ’s way

Through our words and example

Member of local church:

Will you hold before us

God’s commitment to human community

To our neighbourhoods

And all who live within them

And to the world that God has made

Priest:

I will.

I ask God to help me

And I invite you all to join with me

In sharing God’s all embracing love.

All:
May we respond to Christ in all we meet

Bishop:

Will you, with your colleagues,

Lay and ordained

Care for the people who form the church in this place

Inspire its witness

And watch over its life

In the name of Christ

Priest:

I will

I ask God to help me.

The Bishop may read the licence.

The Bishop shall say:

Receive the Cure of Souls, which is both mine and yours: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Bishop: The pastoral care of God’s people is a solemn trust and a great gift; so I ask you to join me in prayer to Almighty God, that he will give N. strength, faithfulness and joy in the ministry that he/she will share in this place.

A moment of silence will follow for the congregation to pray for their new Priest.

The bishop blesses the new priest:

Lord, bless your servant N. to whom you have committed the care and guidance of your people. Make him/her bold in speaking, patient in listening and faithful in prayer, so that he/she may proclaim the good news of Christ’s kingdom with confidence, in the strength of the Holy Spirit. And to all your people in this place, grant readiness to hear your Word and willingness to work together for your Kingdom, so that clergy and people may grow together in the life of the one Body, to the glory of your name. Amen.

A hymn is sung, during which the Bishop shall go to his chair.

THE INDUCTION AND INSTALLATION

The Priest stands before the Archdeacon and says:

Mr. Archdeacon, I present to you the bishop’s mandate and ask you to Induct / (and) Install me as Rector/Vicar/Priest in Charge of this Parish and pray for my ministry in this place.

Archdeacon:

I am willing to do as you request

The Archdeacon and the Area Dean shall lead the new Priest to the door of  the Church, where the Archdeacon says:

In accordance with the Bishop’s mandate, I welcome you to/I induct you in and to the said benefice and church of N.  May the Lord bless you richly, and all those with whom you shall minister.

The Archdeacon and the Area Dean shall lead the Priest to the Church Bell, and the Priest shall ring it to symbolise the beginning of  the new ministry.

The Archdeacon leads the Priest to his/her stall, and says:

N., by God’s grace fulfil this trust to which you have been called and appointed.

The Priest kneels in his/her stall and says:

O Lord my God, to you and to your service I devote myself. 

Fill my memory with the record of your mighty works; 

enlighten my understanding with the light of your Holy Spirit; 

and may the desires of my heart be what you desire for me. 

Make me an instrument of salvation 

for the people entrusted to my care, 

and grant that by my life and teaching

I may proclaim your true and living word

Through Jesus Christ, my Master and my Friend.

The Priest rises and is lead to the Chancel step by the Area Dean, where he/she shall accept the gifts symbolising the work of the Priest in the Parish.

The Area Dean: N., as you begin your new ministry with us, it is our great pleasure to welcome you into the fellowship of the Church in this Parish and Deanery. As pastor in this Church, you are called to lead many aspects of its local worship, mission and service.

A member of the congregation presents a large vessel of water.

N., take this water to remind you of the ministry of baptism that you share with the Bishop, and of the Church’s task of evangelism.

A representative of the Parochial Church Council presents a Bible.

N., accept the Scriptures and be ready to hear and proclaim the word of God.

The Churchwardens present bread and wine.

N., receive this bread and wine  that Christ’s people may be saved by his death, and nourished by his life.

The Secretary of the Parochial Church Council presents a vessel of Oil.

N., take this oil, and be a sign of our reconciliation and healing in Christ.

A member of an organisation in the parish (Mother’s Union, Sunday School etc.) presents a book of prayers:

N., accept these prayers as a reminder of our common life of prayer.

The Area Dean presents a copy of the Book of Common Prayer.

N., receive this book, that you may lead this congregation in spirit and in truth.

The young people of the parish present a stole.

N., receive this stole, and be among us as a pastor and priest.

Other symbols, accompanied by appropriate words, may be presented to symbolise the particular character of local  ministry

The Archdeacon: We celebrate with joy a new priest amongst us, with all that he/she brings to us from God. Will you greet N. in the name of the Lord ?

All: We welcome you in the name of Christ: to God be the praise!
The new Priest leads the people in the Peace saying:

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.

All: And also with you.

The congregation are invited to exchange a sign of peace with those around them.

The representitives of the Local and wider Church and Community greet the new Priest.

A hymn is sung, during which a collection is taken for the Bishop’s Mission and General Fund. The new Priest may announce any notices and services in the parish(es) for the following Sunday.

THE INTERCESSIONS

The petitions may be accompanied by an appropriate response.

Let us pray for the whole Church of God

That, rejoicing in our richness and variety

We may seek peace and unity

And be constantly renewed for mission and service

Let us pray for all who serve God in this place

That rejoicing in our common heritage

We may strengthen one another 

And be built up in love

Let us pray for the life of the world

That rejoicing in our common humanity

We may reject the ways of war and conflict

And work together for justice and peace

Let us rejoice in the communion of saints

That strengthened by their faithful example

We may follow the way of Christ

And live to God’s praise and glory

Give us wisdom Lord to know your will

And courage to do it.

May our words declare your love

And may our compassion give substance to our words

Through Jesus Christ our Lord   Amen

As our Saviour taught us, we boldly pray:

Our  Father, who art in heaven

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever.  Amen.
WE GO IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST

Priest: Bless, O Lord, all who minister in this place, that we may serve you faithfully in all our works all the days of our life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Bishop: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

Bishop: Almighty God, who for the salvation of the world gives to his people many gifts and ministries for the advancement of his glory, stir up among you the gifts of his grace, and sustain each one of you in your own ministry. And the Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you this day and always. Amen.

The Priest: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
All: In the name of Christ. Amen.
All stand as the procession leaves the Church.
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