Learning across the ages.

November the 5th is well known for its exciting displays of fireworks and burning bonfires! November the 5th this year saw excitement and burning of a different sort. The burning desire to see families coming to church and the excitement that it is possible!

“Messy Church is one church's attempt to be church for families who might want to meet Jesus, belong to their local church and bring up their children as Christians but can't cope with traditional Sunday morning church services.” Messy Church Website
A training day was run in the Model School, Carmarthen, for anyone in the Diocese to come along and find out more. The school hall was buzzing with conversation of those who are already doing Messy Church and those who are keen to start.

A typical session includes games, crafts based around a theme a very short service (15 minutes maximum) and then a simple meal together.
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Eating together can seem daunting in many of our buildings but it is possible. In its simplest form it could be sandwiches and crisps! The food isn’t the important bit – it’s the relationships and community that are formed by eating together.

Lucy Moore, who ran the training day, asked who has more influence over the children? Us, who maybe see them once a year for a holiday club, or their parents who spend the other 51 weeks with them? Families do lots together when the children are young but as they grow older and other activities distract them the family doesn’t come together as often. Messy Church is an opportunity for families to come together and travel in the same direction on a journey of faith no matter where on that journey they are.

Are we, in our churches, reaching out to whole families or are we only serving the children? Parents have huge influence over their children and we’re missing so many of them! Can we reach out to them and introduce them to Jesus too through Messy Church?

There are Messy Churches happening in our Diocese already and those running them would gladly welcome anyone who wanted to visit and see one in action or for more information or resources visit: http://www.messychurch.org.uk/
Feel free to contact Naomi Wood (naomiwood@churchinwales.org) or Marianne Osborne (marianneosbor@aol.com) to find out more to get help in starting your own Messy Church.

