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PROFILE

General Information

The parishes of Rhosymedre and Ruabon have traditionally each had their own incumbent. However, under the deanery re-organisation plan, it was agreed that they should be grouped. Until twelve months ago the Vicar of Rhosymedre worked half time in the parish and half time for Together Creating Communities (TCC). The Vicar of Ruabon was also involved with TCC. For the year before his retirement he was seconded to work full time for TCC. During this time the Vicar of Rhosymedre had pastoral care of the parish of Ruabon. The parishes have therefore shared an incumbent for the past twelve months. Now that both parishes are vacant they will be formally grouped under the leadership of a new incumbent.
The new incumbent will have the help of a non-stipendiary assistant curate who began working with these parishes at the beginning of this period of transition.

There have also been changes in the deanery structure. Rhosymedre and Ruabon were in the Deanery of Llangollen. On the 6th January 2012 the deanery of Llangollen and the Deanery of Bangor is y Coed merged to form the new Dee Valley Deanery. However, both deaneries have been developing a working relationship over the past year.

Vicarage

The new incumbent will live in The Vicarage in Ruabon. This is an imposing, traditional looking 5 bed-roomed purpose built property dating from the early 1950s.  It is situated on the edge of the benefice in attractive & extensive lawned grounds which are used from time to time to host parish events.  The property has full gas central heating and has well laid out / bright accommodation.

Some refurbishment is now taking place during the vacancy period.

Parish Profile: Rhosymedre
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The Parish of Rhosymedre comprises five small villages serving a population of approximately 6,500. The parish church, built in 1837 and dedicated to St. John the Evangelist, is located in Rhosymedre, approximately 7 miles from Wrexham, and six miles from Llangollen
. 
Parish Boundary St. John’s Parish Church, Rhosymedre
The map below shows the Parish boundaries for St. John the Evangelist Church, Rhosymedre.
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The Parish includes four wards from the County Borough of Wrexham, referenced as 017, A, B, C and E and rates poorly in the ‘National Index of Multiple Deprivation’ Statistics, In 2001 Plas Madoc was ranked 3rd most deprived area in Wales out of 865 areas. This level of deprivation continues to pose challenges. Plas Madoc overlaps both Rhosymedre and Ruabon parishes.
Evidence collated by the National Statistics office on levels of education, employment, well-being and housing, 
, shows many examples of multiple deprivation which impact upon employment opportunities and life chances.
	
	Parish of Rhosymedre
	Wrexham County Borough
	Wales

	Education

	
	
	

	without any formal qualifications
	46%
	33.2%
	33%

	NVQ level 3 or above
	7.3%
	15.8%
	17.3%

	Employment
:
	
	
	

	claiming key out of work benefits
	23%
	15%
	13.4% (UK figure)

	in senior positions or professional occupations
	4.2%
	9.1%
	10.4%

	Well-being
	
	
	

	long term sick or disabled
	13.3%
	8%
	9.2%

	unpaid care
	12.8%,
	11.6%
	11.7%

	Housing:
	
	
	

	Owner occupiers
	21.9 %
	28.6%
	33.9 %

	in local Authority or Housing Association rented accommodation

	46.4 %.
	23.4 %
	13.7 %,


However what it does not show is the lived experiences people have to cope with given the disadvantages that exist. It is a testimony to those who live, work and care in this Parish that they are resilient in the face of adversity. With help and assistance, investment, hope and regeneration, the community can thrive and be given a fairer opportunity to better themselves, their families and the wider community at large. 
Population Diversity
The parish population is diverse, including two large council estates, private housing, and provision for the elderly residents in sheltered accommodation and two nursing/residential homes. 
Recent closure of two major local industries has led to planning applications for residential building on the vacated site.

The local community has one Post Office, two newsagents, hairdressers and barber shops, take away outlets, a greengrocer; two butchers a community café and a reasonably sized Co-operative shop. Tesco is currently building a store in Cefn Mawr which is due to open in 2012.
There are plans to develop the World Heritage site status of nearby Pontcysyllte Aqueduct.
There are two medical practices in Cefn Mawr, and two other practices holding local branch surgeries.
Schools
There are four primary schools located within the Parish; one is Welsh medium.  Local secondary schools include Ysgol Rhiwabon, approximately 2 miles from Rhosymedre, and St. Joseph’s Joint Roman Catholic/Anglican School and Ysgol Morgan Llwyd (Welsh Medium school) both in Wrexham.

Care Homes

The two care homes are regularly visited by parish clergy and members of the congregation.
Church: St. John the Evangelist

The Church dates back to 1837 and is in a basic cruciform design. The building is currently being re-ordered to include toilets, kitchen facilities and a second floor meeting room.
Main Church Features
The heritage and links with an industrial past that stretches back to 1837 make it a venue that schools use as part of their curriculum. The tiled Reredos and the stained glass, are of historic significance, highlighting the craftsmanship of an industrial past.
 

Church yard
The Church has a large church yard with few remaining burial spaces. Maintenance without continuing revenue provides a potential challenge 
Church hall
The hall is on a long-term lease to a local dance group.

Church Services

At present the Sunday service at 11.00am alternates between a Eucharist (2004) and Morning Prayer (1984) with active lay participation in reading and leading intercessions.  There is one lay Reader, and several Eucharistic assistants.

In summer months there is a service of Evening Prayer on alternate weeks. 
Other services including marriage, baptism, thanksgiving for a child and funerals take place as required.  
· The Mothers Union meets once a month and has a varied programme. 
· There is a small but keen Sunday Club of school-age children which meets separately but joins the family service on the first Sunday of the month.
· St John’s is an active member of TCC (Together Creating Communities) campaigning on local issues eg: fair trade, funeral costs and pay day loan interest rates.

· St John’s enjoys good relationships with other denominations and members participate in joint study groups, and other events throughout the year. 
· One of the highlights of the church year is the Deanery 7.00am Ascension Day celebration on a nearby mountain top, followed by breakfast at a nearby café.
Parish Support and Finance
Parish expenses are being met. The incumbent is paid monthly for expenses incurred. The ‘Fair Share’ is being paid in full and on time.

Parish outreach and the future

A Health and Well-being group established under the auspices of Communities First Programme in Plas Madoc in 2008 has not been able to  address the needs of the community, in part due to lack of a venue.  The re-ordering of the church offers a base for this project and the Diocese has awarded a £30,000 mission grant over three years to build up a partnership with current local government and health service organizations to support a person-centred mental health outreach. A priority in the parish is to develop this Anchor Point project.
Parish Profile: Ruabon

The modern parish of Ruabon is situated approximately 5 miles south of Wrexham, with easy access to road and rail networks. The town of Ruabon is served by the parish church of St Mary. The parish includes the hamlets of Rhos-y-Madoc and Penylan, with the daughter church of All Saints situated in Penylan.
Population Diversity
The parish population is approximately 3300, housed in a number of post-war developments including both owner-occupied and council/housing association accommodation. There is provision for the elderly in sheltered accommodation and a residential home. Communion is taken on a monthly basis to this home.
There is a bank, a medical centre and clinic, dentist, Post Office, a small number of shops, a hotel and library. There are two small industrial estates. The railway station and regular bus services offer links with many destinations. There is a large general hospital and community hospital 6 miles away in Wrexham.

Schools
St Mary’s Church in Wales Voluntary Aided Primary School is an important part of the parish. The incumbent will be an ex-officio foundation governor of the school. The school holds a number of services in the church.

The parish also has close links with the adjacent Maes-y-Llan County Primary School. 
Local secondary schools include Ysgol Rhiwabon, and St. Joseph’s Joint Roman Catholic/Anglican School and Ysgol Morgan Llwyd (Welsh Medium school) - both in Wrexham.

Church
The Church is Grade 1 listed and stands in a conservation area on 11/12th century foundations, with extensive alteration over the centuries under the patronage of local landowners, the Williams-Wynn family. Of local and national interest are the fifteenth century wall painting, the Adam font, the Wynn memorials and stained glass (see Guide Book). The building was re-roofed in 2011, and further stained glass and stonework is in progress.

The church belongs to the Open Church Network. 

The building is used by both Anglican and Roman Catholic communities under a sharing agreement established in 1982. It is administered by a joint council representing both congregations.
Churchyard
The church yard has no remaining burial spaces, and has been cleared for ease of maintenance. 

Church Hall
The well-appointed church hall attached to the Church was built in 1984 and has kitchen and disabled toilet facilities. A cleaner is employed.

Church Services

Sunday services are mainly in English and follow the 2004 Order for Holy Communion. 
· 8.00 Said Eucharist

· 9.30 Choral services with active lay participation: 5 worship leaders, 1 pastoral assistant and a number of Eucharistic assistants. . Average attendance 60. 
· 14.00 Children’s group (JIGSAW = Jesus in Games, Songs and Words) meets monthly and is followed by a family service at 15.00. 
· 18.00 A monthly service of Holy Communion with prayers for healing.
Weekday services are held on major festivals and other services take place by arrangement.   
Vestments are worn, and a robed choir sings at choral services. Tradition is “middle-of-the road” with strong musical content. An organist, sub-organists, and director of music are employed. 
There is a keen team of skilled bell ringers and also a set of hand bells.
There is a strong team of volunteers covering a wide range of duties
There are also 3 retired clergy in the parish.
Social activities
· Mothers’ Union
· Men’s Dining Club, 
· Jigsaw

· Youth Group

· Church choir

· Bell ringers.

Charitable activities
Ruabon United Charities comprises Ruabon Relief in Need Charity and Ruabon Almshouse charity, which oversees 11 almshouses, with vicar and churchwardens as ex-officio trustees. 
St Mary’s congregation participates in TCC (Together Creating Communities) and is strongly committed to supporting Fair trade, Christian Aid, mission and local charities. 
St Mary’s enjoys good relationships with other denominations and participates in joint study groups and other events throughout the year, and works with other parishes within the deanery.

Parish Support and Finance

Parish expenses are being met. The incumbent is paid monthly for expenses incurred. The ‘Fair Share’ is fully met and clergy expenses are paid in full promptly. Fund-raising is currently difficult and funding for repair and restoration work is reliant on applications to grant-making organisations.

All Saints’ Church, Penylan
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Situated in the more rural south-eastern part of Ruabon parish is the Church of All Saints. Some church members live in Pen-y-Lan with others living in the hamlets of Rhosymadoc, Eyton and Crabtree Green.  People also travel to All Saints from further afield - Ruabon, Gresford and Rhostyllen.  
Penylan is a small hamlet, population approximately 200, bordering the river Dee across which lies England.  English is the prime language although a few Welsh speakers attend the services.  There is a wide social mix of people attending the Church.  
There are no local shops or meeting rooms in Pen-y-Lan. The nearest primary schools are in Eyton, and Ruabon, and the nearest general hospital is in Wrexham.  The community is served by the GPs in Ruabon or Overton.  The nearest pubs are in Eyton and Erbistock.  The nearest secondary school is in Ruabon.  

The Church
The Church is late Victorian, built by James Ormrod in 1887 as a place of worship for the village and estate personnel of Pen-y-lan. The dark red sandstone for the building was quarried from his estate, and the wood furnishings were made from oak felled on the estate. It has fine 19th century stained glass illustrating many of the Saints, and antique tiles from the local firm of J. C. Edwards.
 It was gifted to The Church in Wales by Col Peter Ormrod in 1959.  It has been served by the priests for Ruabon since this time and is a daughter church of Ruabon Parish. The Church building is in very good repair.  All matters arising out of the Quinquennial inspections are promptly dealt with and a continuing routine of repair and replacement is in place.  The churchyard surrounding the church remains in the care of a trust, separate from the Church.  It also is well maintained and cared for.  There is no other church property in Pen-y-lan.  
A small stipendiary fund is present which contributes to the vicar’s income.
Church Services
One service is held each Sunday and this alternates between Morning Prayer and Holy Communion.  Generally the services are held at 11.00am.  The Church in Wales Book of Common Prayer is used but alternative Holy Communion services use a similar service from a leaflet.  Congregation varies between 18 and 30 people weekly but on celebrations services can rise to 100 plus.  Vestments are kept in the church and a full set is available.  The services are generally traditional Church in Wales services with occasional variations.  The music is provided by a team of organists on a rota.  A vestigial choir struggles on with great fortitude, wearing blue cassocks.    
Team Members

The services are provided by the vicar of Ruabon and Rhosymedre, or the non-stipendiary curate. Sometimes lay readers or retired clergy are used and occasionally a worship leader from the village takes the service.  Three Eucharistic assistants help at the communion services. There are no direct employees of the Church although we do employ a man to cut the grass and keep the churchyard tidy and well cared for.
Sunday School
There is an active Sunday School run in the Church; this is held during school term time at 10.00am. It fluctuates in size according to the number of children in the area. Dedicated Sunday School teachers run this with any financial help needed coming from the church.  

Parish outreach
The All Saints Church has an active committee organizing social events in the village.  These include a local produce show, concerts, plant sale and duck race and usually there are one or two large parties with live music.  There tends to be one significant event every month.  These events vary in nature to appeal to all ages and people in the area. 
Relationships
We have always had a close relationship with our mother Church in Ruabon and are represented on the Parochial Church Council.  Over the last year we have been sharing a priest with Rhosymedre Parish.  

Parish Support
A strong team of volunteers exists to run the church, the cleaning, the upkeep, financial and secretarial matters, and anything else.  

Financial Matters

The finances of the Church are sound.  The prime source of income is from collections in services followed by money raised by social events.  The Share payments are met and charitable donations are made every year. A ‘war chest’ for future expenditure on the building has been accumulated.  

Parish Needs  

We need services to be taken by our priest at least twice a month and on ‘special services’.  Also we would value the priest to take an active part in our Sunday School and also meetings which are to do with Church matters.  We are happy to run the social functions ourselves but, of course, advice and help from the priest would be always welcome.  
We feel that ‘modern services’ held in ‘Street Language’ have failed to stop the drift away from church, and generally prefer our services to be those prescribed in the Church in Wales Book of Common Prayer. This is not a total ‘ban’; we still welcome innovation and change in occasional services.  
� www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/NeighbourhoodProfile.


� 2004 figures


� Job seekers, lone parents, incapacity and others on income relate benefits DWP Nov. 2009 .The percentage           figures relate to number of benefit claimants as a proportion of resident working age people.


� Based upon 2004 figures from Neighbourhood statistics


� Edwards, I. 1988 the Parish of Rhosymedre.
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