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St Asaph Round-up:  Dydd Iau, Medi 29ain 2011
Newyddion o Esgobaeth Llanelwy: Thursday 29 September 2011
This Week:

The North Wales International Music Festival – at St Asaph Cathedral 24 September – 1 October 2011.  For full information on events taking place contact:  Festival Office, Irish Square, Upper Denbigh Road, St Asaph LL17 0RL Tel: 01745 584508 or email: admin@northwalesmusicfestival.com 

Box Office: 0800 411 8881 or visit www.northwalesmusicfestival.com
Open/Gift Day at St Mary's Parish Church, Mold on Saturday 1 October 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Copies of Church Registers on view, refreshments available. Guided tour and talk by Chris Bithell at 11 a.m.  Guided tour of the tower and belfry (at visitors' own risk) at 10 a.m., 12 p.m, 1.30 p.m. and 3 p.m. by Captain of the Tower, John Roger Williams.
Bettws Cedewain History Day – Saturday 1 October from 10.30 a.m. onwards.  Poster circulated previously.
St Giles’ Sessions Presents Meilir and Pamela Wynn Shannon – 1 October, 7.30 p.m.  (doors open 7 p.m.) at The Parish Church of St Giles, Wrexham.  Not to be missed, this one-off collaboration features two of Wales’ leading singer songwriters.  £10 / £7 (concessions).  Tickets from: Box Office, The Foundry, 15 Yorke Street, Wrexham, 01978 345220; Yales Café Bar, 15 – 17 Hill Street, Wrexham; Wrexham Tourist Information Centre, 01978 292015, or www.seetickets.com
Worship Leader Training will take place in Llanfyllin Deanery on Saturday mornings on 1 & 8 October. People outside the Deanery welcome. Please contact Rev’d Pam Powell on 01691 828244 pampowell@micro-plus-web.net for further details.

Please see the attached letter from Revd Manon Parry regarding the “Exploring Faith Course” 

There will be a service to mark the visit of our friends from South West Tanganyika at St Ffraid’s Church Llansantffraid YM on 2 October at 11 a.m.  Poster circulated previously.
RSCM “Mass Settings Workshop” with supper at St Ethelwold’s, Shotton on Tuesday 4 October 7 – 9 p.m.  An opportunity for singers and clergy to explore new settings of the Eucharist to develop music in parishes with and without choirs.  More information and booking form circulated previously

The Hudson Taylors Concert – Three of Christian music's top singer/songwriters teamed up to form The Hudson Taylors.  Noel Richards (England/Spain), Brian Houston (N Ireland) and Wayne Drain (Arkansas USA) provide a memorable evening of music as they launch their new album "The Lord Bless and Keep You". Wrexham has been chosen as one of the venues of their USA & UK tour.  Thursday 6 October at 7.30 p.m. at The Community Church, Prices Lane, Wrexham, LL11 2NB  Tickets - £6.  Poster circulated previously.

Coming up

“Cathedral Choir Association 34th Anniversary Concert” in St Asaph Cathedral – 8 October at 7.30 p.m.  Poster attached.

Please note the change of date for the next meeting of the Theological Society. It will now take place on Monday 17 October in Gladstone’s Library, Hawarden at 7.15 p.m.  The speaker is Dr Clint Heacock on “Preaching Today: Proclaiming the Gospel to People who Believe But Don't Belong”.

Mega Messiah – Members of the public are being asked to take part in a huge performance of Handel’s Messiah at the Wales Millennium Centre in Cardiff on 6 November.  Rehearsals at 2 p.m. for a performance at 6 p.m.  For more details please see attached poster. 

Information/Market Place 

Applications for a grant from the Berse Charity are now being accepted, please bring this to the attention of suitable young women or girls in your parish - The Berse Charity is a small charity administered by the Diocese the purpose of which is to provide up to twenty young women each year with a modest grant to assist with educational expenses.   Applicants must be aged 25 or under and reside in the Diocese of St. Asaph. The closing date is 4 November 2011. For further information and to download an application form visit the diocesan website - www.churchinwales.org.uk/asaph/life/resources/bersefund.php  or contact Karen Williams at the Diocesan Office (01745 532587 / karenwilliams@churchinwales.org.uk)
South West Tanganyika Visit – As we welcome our friends from South West Tanganyika for the next fortnight, the Communications Officer would really appreciate any photographs you might take so they can be used on the Diocesan website and/or sent out to the media.  He will be at the Diocesan Conference and the Diocesan Offering Service but would be delighted to receive photos from other parts of this visit.  If anyone able to help could send photos to philtopham@churchinwales.org.uk it would be much appreciated.  Please don’t send too many at once or the system will be unable to cope.

Rise Wrexham – New members are being encouraged to join the Rise team in Wrexham.  It’s a monthly youth event for high school ages up to the end of Sixth Form.  See attached advert for details.

St Asaph Cathedral Choir Voice Trails – Details on attached flyer - To arrange an informal voice trial or for further details contact the Cathedral Organist and Master of the Choristers:  Mr Alan McGuinness on 01745 584053 or organist@stasaphcathedral.org.uk 

Tell Us Once – A new scheme will get underway in Powys in mid October to allow the Church in Wales to help bereaved families to register a death.  It will mean the Church can use a secure network to inform a number of organisations about a death on behalf of the next of kin.  At the moment it is only applicable in Powys and the information will soon be available here: www.powys.gov.uk/tellusonce
Marriage Returns to the General Register Office – When returns are received at the General Register Office they are keyed into a computer system. However, the team tell us they are struggling to decipher the signatures of both the officiating person and the witnesses to the marriage.  With that in mind everyone completing marriage returns is asked to print their name on the returns and enter the names of the witnesses in pencil in the margin of the entry.

Reminders:

The Diocesan Conference - Sunday 9 October at Bangor on Dee Racecourse near Wrexham conference begins at 2 p.m.  Please note there is now a webpage dedicated to the Conference on the Diocesan Website.  www.churchinwales.org.uk/asaph/life/diocesanconference.php
All Saints Praise – “A light in the darkness” – 28 October from 7.30 – 9.30 p.m. at St Asaph Cathedral.  Further information circulated previously.
A black ‘C & A Rodeo’ make jacket and an umbrella were left in the Elwy Room of the Cathedral after the Dean’s Installation service on Saturday 17 September. Would the owner please contact the Diocesan Office on 01745 582245.
A message from Ros Crawford:

"May we begin a wave of prayer for the Anglican Church in Zimbabwe - our brothers and sisters are daily suffering from beatings, evictions and abuse by ex-Bishop Kunonga and the police of Robert Mugabe - The Archbishop of Canterbury will be visiting the Province of Central Africa (of which Zimbabwe is part) from 5 October - I ask that we include him and the Church of Central Africa in our prayers - as he seeks a meeting with President Mugabe.  The latest news is that all Clergy are being evicted from their houses and that a number of Children's Homes run by the Church have been seized and the nuns running them evicted.  Bishop Chad Gandiya is extremely worried as to what will happen to the children."

Archbishop Rice Jones Trust - Religious Education and Collective Worship have been much in the news recently. If you have a school in your parish which you think might benefit from some new exciting RE resources please remind them of the Archbishop Rice Jones Trust. The Trust has so far donated over £3000 in total to 23 schools specifically for RE and Collective Worship. The closing date for schools to make new applications for Grants this year is 31 October.  Information on the St. Asaph Diocese website  - http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/asaph/learn/schools/archbpRiceJones.html
We are also very grateful for all donations!- which can be posted to the Trust at the Diocesan Office, High Street, St. Asaph LL17 0RD
What’s On?
Opening of Islamic Reading Room at Gladstone's Library, Hawarden - the 'House of Wisdom' on Saturday 8 October at 2.30 p.m. 

The Harvest Open Day in Bagillt is to be held in the St Mary’s Parish Church on Saturday 8 October.  There will be a bouncy castle, refreshments, face painting, a craft workshop, a raffle and much more.  The day will end with an evening praise service at 4 p.m. and a fish and chip supper later for all who want it.  For further information please contact Rev'd Sarah 01352 732732 or Robin Govier 01352 736144.

The Induction of The Revd Hermione Long as Rector of Llanfyllin, Bwlch-y-Cibau and Llanwyddyn will take place on 8 October at 3 p.m. in St Myllin’s, Llanfyllin.

The Diocesan Offering service is on 10 October in St Asaph Cathedral at 7 p.m.  A heartfelt appeal for all parishes to make every effort to be present and to bring your offerings for our sister Diocese of South West Tanganyika.  There will be two representatives from SWT present and, after their wonderful welcome to the SWT team last year, we want as many people as possible there to join in the singing, praying and spiritual wellbeing.  It would be great if people can offer lifts and have full vehicles to attend this very worthwhile event. 

The Induction of Revd David Lewis as Rector of Hawarden will take place on 13 October at 7 p.m. in St Deiniol’s Church.

The Gathering of the Covenanted Churches in Wales - 13 October 2012 in the Great Hall, Aberystwyth. For further information and booking tickets contact: Rhian Linecar on 02920 464371.  Poster circulated previously. 

A talk on Nannerch by the local historian Brian Bennett will take place Friday 14 October at 7 p.m. in Nannerch village hall. This is a unique opportunity to learn of the area's history and of the community of Nannerch. Admission is £3 (includes a glass of wine) with all proceeds in aid of St. Michaels Church. All welcome. For more information please contact Cliff Halsall on 01352 740012.
Prestatyn Parish Church are marking the installation of our new Wyvern Digital Organ with an evening of popular and light classical music played by Nigel Ogden, presenter of BBC 2's "The Organist Entertains". Friday 14 October 2011 at 7.30 p.m. Admission by ticket in advance £8 (obtainable from Bonne Amie, 121-123 High Street, Prestatyn) or £10 on the door, light refreshments to follow.
Leading Parish Bible Study - Llanfechain Village Hall on Saturday 15 October, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.  Please contact Rev’d Pam Powell on 01691 828244 pampowell@micro-plus-web.net  for further details.
Training Together – Reach “Ecology and Faith” – 15 October 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. at Wrexham Methodist Church, Regent Street, Wrexham.  A gathering to share ideas, discuss issues, celebrate and give thanks.  Come and be a part of a scattered community interested in matters of ecology, seeking to establish on earth a place which speaks of Heaven.  Among others the main speaker will be Bruce Stanley: Creative, Spiritual, Permaculturist & Greenbelt Speaker.  To book please contact Siân on 01745 582245 or email sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk.  Poster circulated previously.
The Induction of Revd Steven Willson as Vicar of Welshpool, Castle Caereinion and Pool Quay will take place on 15 October at 2 p.m. in St Mary’s, Welshpool.

Cards for Good Causes opens on Monday 17 October in St Giles’ Church, Wrexham with a selection of charity Christmas cards, Advent calendars, gifts and much more!

DVSC 2011 Funders Fayre - at the Nova in Prestatyn on Tuesday 18 October.  The event will start at 12.30 p.m. and will end at approximately 3.30 p.m.  Please note that lunch will not be provided this year so make sure that you have an early lunch before you come.  The car park is pay and display at the Nova but if you are attending this event you don’t have to pay.  Just go to reception and they will give you a permit. Funders attending this year include:
Big Lottery Fund, WCVA, Environment Wales, Cadwyn Clwyd, Charity Bank Limited, WREN, Arts Council of Wales, Denbighshire County Council and many more.

If you would like to attend the event please reserve your place by contacting Bronwen Isaac or Carys Edwards at DVSC on 01824 702441 or email office@dvsc.co.uk before Monday 10 October 2011.  If you are emailing please include your name, name of organisation, telephone number and email address.
Training Together – “Adolescence – A Workshop for Parents & Guardians” – 18 October 6.45 – 9 p.m. at St Margaret’s Church Hall, Garden Village, Wrexham.  A workshop for parents and youth workers about adolescence and growing up.  This workshop will take a fun and informative look at the challenges young people face journeying through adolescence, and help shed new light on age old issues.  To book your place please contact Siân on 01745 532582 or email sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk 

Resurrection Choir from St Petersburg – Wednesday, 19 October at 7.30 p.m.

This superb 8-piece chamber choir returns to St Giles’ Wrexham with a stunning selection of Russian sacred and secular pieces. Tickets: £10 including a glass of wine, available on the door.

Training Together – “Setting the Parish Budget” – 25 October, 6.45 – 9 p.m. at St Margaret’s Church Hall, Garden Village, Wrexham.  A session for Treasurers, PCC members and clergy.  Topics will include facilitating a budget discussion, using the standard form of accounts as a budgeting tool and dealing with a projected shortfall or surplus.  To book your place contact Siân on 01745 532582 or email: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk 

“A Pleasant Sunday Afternoon” at Prestatyn Parish Sunday 30 October 2011 at 3 p.m., featuring John and Angela Evans, who will be presenting songs from stage and screen, together with "organ lollipops".  Tickets will probably be about £5 and be available from Tel: 01745 853780/855733.

=====
Choral Festival – will take place on the weekend of 5 & 6 November at Venue Cymru in Llandudno.  Tickets available from 01492 872000.  Poster in Welsh and English circulated previously.

Training Together – “Using the Standard Form of Accounts” – 8 November, 6.45 - 9 p.m. at St Margaret’s Church Hall, Garden Village, Wrexham.  The Church in Wales wants every Parish to move to the new standard form of accounts by 2012.  This session will take you step by step from inputting data to producing the annual financial return at the push of a button.  To book your place contact Siân on 01745 532582 or email sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk giving your name, address, phone number and parish.

RSCM “Come and Sing Advent” at Llay Parish Church on Saturday 12 November.  This Choral Festival of contemporary music is an excellent opportunity to meet for fellowship and explore new repertoire.  More information and booking form circulated previously.

Training Together – “Faith and Development in Young People” – 15 November, 6.45 – 9 p.m. at St Margaret’s Church Hall, Garden Village, Wrexham.  A workshop designed for youth workers, parents and guardians which will look at the ways in which young people’s faith develops.  To book your places please contact Siân on 01745 532582 or email sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk  

The Church in Wales Rural Issues Hub – “Doing theology in a rural context” Seminar - 18 November 10.30 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. at the Royal Welsh Showground.  Seminar Cost £12 (subsidised) payable to RBCIW, 39 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9XF email: lisamartin@churchinwales.org.uk 
The sixth Festival of Christmas Trees is to be held in the Parish Church, High Street, Prestatyn, from Monday 21 - Saturday 26 November, 2011.  Approximately 25 trees decorated by local groups or organisations, competing for prize money (totalling £325) and 3 cups, to be awarded according to visitors votes, best adult, school and non-school junior entries.  Opening times :- Weekdays 1 p.m. – 6 p.m. (late night - Thursday 7 p.m.); Saturday 10 a.m. - 3.30 p.m. (prize giving 4 p.m).
Other attractions, refreshments, Christmas crafts and gift stall, daily musical interludes by local schools.  Admissions charges :- Adults £2, children £1 (to include a drink);  family ticket £5 (2 adults + 2 children); under fives free.  Further information (for entering a tree or tickets) available from www.parishofprestatyn.org.uk tel 01745 853780, or S.Roberts 01745 888905.

The Church in Wales Rural Issues Hub – “Leading and managing the rural church” Seminar - 3 February 2012 10.30 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. at the Royal Welsh Showground.  Seminar cost £12 (subsidised) payable to RBCIW, 39 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9XF email:  lisamartin@churchinwales.org.uk
Godly Play Training – 20, 21 and 22 February 2012 at Colege Trefeca, Trefeca, Brecon, Powys, LD3 0PP.  Booking form and information circulated previously.

The Church in Wales Rural Issues Hub – “STEMM: Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths, Medicine” Seminar - 23 March 2012 10.30 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. at the Royal Welsh Showground.  Seminar Cost £12 (subsidised) payable to RBCIW, 39 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9XF email: lisamartin@churchinwales.org.uk
A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land – St Asaph Diocesan Pilgrimage with The Rt. Revd Gregory Cameron.  2 – 11 June 2012.  For more information please contact Revd Ian Day on Tel:  01352 752960, email: Friday@virginmary.org.uk (Poster circulated previously)

StAR  - If you want something including in the St Asaph Round up, please send it to the diocesan office (see below) and we will send it out every Thursday.  The next StAR will be on Thursday 6 October.  

Check back on previous editions of StAR at www.churchinwales.org.uk/asaph/news/archive/StAR.html  (also linked from the home page)

 
Nominate people in your church to receive this information.  It’s free and we want to share it!  Ask your PCC Secretary, Wardens or Parish Communications Officer to send an e-mail to sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk with ‘Subscribe to StAR’ in the subject line and we’ll do the rest. 

Sian Connelly
Administrative Assistant / Cymhorthydd Gweinyddol
Diocesan Office /Swyddfa'r Esgobaeth
High Street / Stryd Fawr
St. Asaph / Llanelwy
LL17 0RD
Tel.01745 582245 ~ Fax 01745 530078
