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St Asaph Round-up:  Dydd Iau, Mai 12fed 2011
Newyddion o Esgobaeth Llanelwy: Thursday 12 May 2011
175th Anniversary Celebrations in Christ Church, Pontblyddyn. This weekend Christ Church will be open on Saturday 14 from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. serving tea and coffee. On Sunday 15 the Celebrant and Preacher at our 11 a.m. Eucharist will be the Rt Rev’d Dr Gregory Cameron, Bishop of St Asaph. The service will be followed by a lunch/party at Leeswood Community Centre, all friends of Christ Church will be very welcome.
Church School Head’s and Foundation Governors training session Thursday 26 May from 12.45 – 3.30 p.m. (lunch provided) at St Margaret’s Church Hall, Wrexham.  Led by Rev’d Stuart Evans on practical Collective Worship in Church Schools and the Anglican tradition.  Please contact Sian Connelly to confirm attendance on sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk or phone 01745 532582.
‘Deep Space’ Art Exhibition by Wendy Carter Le Fol. 30 May to 29 July in St Asaph Cathedral. Poster and brochure attached.

Notice for Clergy with Church Schools – National Society 200th Anniversary Service 8 June 2011 at the Cathedral from 11.15 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.  All clergy are invited to join Bishop Gregory and their schools at this service of celebration.  Please contact Sian Connelly to confirm attendance on sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk or phone 01745 532582 

“Reach” an exciting conference taking place at Bangor on Dee Racecourse on 9 July 3.30  - 9 p.m. aims to equip and inspire people with new ideas by using guest speakers, workshops and interaction.  For more information about the Reach Conference or to book your place call Sian Connelly at the Diocesan Offices on 01745 532 582 or email sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk. Tickets are £10 per person.

Historic Mail Route Exhibition in St Asaph Cathedral 1 – 13 August. Poster attached.

Solar Thermal Panels:  Hot water from the Sun, Worth Consideration!! - For over a year we (Revd Stuart Elliott and his family) have been enjoying the benefits of Solar Thermal panels.  These are panels which heat water from the sun.  The heated water is stored in a tank, and due to high levels of insulation, stays hot!  Through the past year we have not needed to heat our water via other means at all for about 6 ½ months of the year saving a great deal of money which would have been spent on oil, an expensive commodity.  Owing to this, and to the use of a Log Burner in the living room, we estimate that, (with conservative use) we should only use around 200-300 litres of oil a year to heat the rest of the vicarage. The only way we could improve our system would be to plumb the log burner into the hot water tank as well, thereby eliminating the use of oil for hot water altogether!  The savings with the use of this system have the potential to be great, not only for vicarages, but also for halls and community buildings, even churches.  It is possible to link such a system to under-floor heating.  Grants are also available in certain circumstances.  If this sounds interesting, or you might like to talk over the benefits you can discuss this with Stuart Elliott 01745 888797 or with Dewi Thomas 01745 532586.  The sun's energy is there for the taking - and so are the savings!!

National Eisteddfod
Opportunities for service:
Helping at the Bible Society Stand: 
Watcyn James, Bible Society representative in Wales would be delighted if anyone is available to help him at the stall which will be in the Churches Stall at National Eisteddfod of Wales, Wrexham July 30 - August 6.  Please contact Marian Jones on 01978 728511 or email geraint.w.jones@btinternet.com if you would be interested. 

Os oes rhywun am wirfoddoli i helpu Watcyn James, Cymdeithas y Beibl yn ystod yr Eisteddfod Genedlaethol wnewch chi gysylltu a Marian Jones ar 01978 728511 neu ebost geraint.w.jones@btinternet.com
Reminders 

Attention PCC Secretaries – On April 6 2011 changes were made to the official travel rates paid in expenses to clergy.  Circular sent out previously.
Annual Return Forms – We have just been informed that there is an error on the return form – the clarification document is available to download online. http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/asaph/news/archive/StAR.html 

All annual return forms are now due. If you have not done so already, please submit your completed forms to the Diocesan Office before Friday 13 May. 
A reminder to the Archdeaconry of Wrexham, there is to be a 'Lift up your Hearts in Celebration Service' on Thursday 19 May 2011 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in St Mary's Church, Ruabon.  This is the final service of three which have been held for the Diocese.  Priests and PCC secretaries will be contacted directly after the Easter Celebrations with more details.  Please return your nominations to Mrs Jane Ayee, RPD Officer.

Celebrate Christian Aid Week 2011, 15-21 May - Country focus: Nicaragua.  Use our Christian Aid Week assemblies to help your students understand how Christian Aid are helping people out of poverty and show how a community can be transformed with a little bit of help and a lot of hard work.  More information can be found here: http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/TeachersResources/primary/assembly-christian-aid-week-2011.aspx
The annual Spring Fete is to be held at All Saints, Sinan in the Parish of Cefn on 21 May 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.  The fete this year promises to be even better than previous years with more activities for children and the Rydal School Jazz Band providing the musical entertainment. This is in addition to all the usual stalls, floral displays and refreshments. 

Mission Festival - 21-22 May held by the Bangor-is-y-Coed Deanery in the grounds of Gredington, Hanmer SY13 3DQ, including a Saturday night hog roast followed by 'Conversation and Song' by Paul and Fiona Jones of Manfred Mann fame. For tickets and full information of the weekend contact Dr. Mike Vellacott (07729 899492, or mnv@vellacott.co.uk).

So You’re On The PCC.  Due to the popularity of this Training Together session we have arranged another date – Tuesday 7 June 6.45 p.m. till 9 p.m. at St Margaret’s Church Hall, Wrexham.  The session is delivered by Llyr Williams, Diocesan Registrar and covers all aspects of the work of the PCC.  It is suitable for both new and experienced PCC members.  If you would like to attend, please contact Sian Connelly on 01745 532582 or email sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk
Eucharist Festival at St Thomas’ Church, Parkgate Road, Chester CH1 4AG on Saturday 9 July. High Mass will be celebrated at 2 p.m.  Further details are on their website www.saintoswaldandsaintthomaschester.org.uk  There is an email link on the “Church” page of the site which is checked regularly. 

What’s On?

“Faith in the Home – Faith and Discipleship for Families.”  Please note that this course is designed for adults.  Saturday 14 May 2011 (11 a.m. – 3 p.m. at St Joseph’s School, Wrexham.  To book your place please contact Sian Connelly on 01745 532 582 or email sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk and give your full name, address, phone number, parish name and email address.

A Musical Evening at St. Margaret's Church, (The Marble Church), Bodelwyddan on Saturday 14 May at 7 p.m.  Local churches will join together to sing "A Grain of Mustard Seed" by Roger Jones.  It's a lively musical about Robert Raikes and the Sunday Schools also including supporting music and song from local talented musicians.  Admission £3.   Proceeds in aid of renewing the PA system.  For advance tickets contact Cherry Russell  07851 790055.  
Border Prayer Project – There will be 24 hours of prayer at St Giles’ Church, Wrexham to pray for communities along the England/Wales border.  It will start at 12 p.m. on Sunday 15 May and continue until the following lunchtime.  For more details contact Gareth Jones on gwjsjones@tiscali.co.uk
Evensong with Farewells to Glenys Croft, David Hooson and Malcolm Squires in St Asaph Cathedral on 22 May at 3.30 p.m. 

CME day on 24 May at the Ramada Hotel in Wrexham. 

A Teddy Bear’s picnic, with bears abseiling from the Church Tower in St. Giles' Churchyard, Wrexham on Bank Holiday Monday, 30 May from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Stalls will include teddy tombola, teddy biscuits, name that bear and teddy raffle.  There will also be bedding plants for sale, refreshments, etc. 

Organ recital by Andrew Dibb at St Asaph Cathedral on 1 June at 7.30 pm.  Admission £5, for further information please contact the Cathedral Song School on 01745 584053 or visit the Cathedral Website www.stasaphcathedral.org.uk
Healing and the Kingdom of God – a retreat in June (10-12) in Powys, poster and registration form circulated previously.

Cambrian Orchestra - 11 June at 7.30 p.m.  A concert by Wrexham’s finest orchestra as part of the Wrexham Year of Culture Conducted by Nic Fallowfield and featuring the world-famous soprano, Anne Williams-King. Music by Elgar, Wagner and Schumann. Tickets available on the door: £8, £6 (concessions), Under 16s free.
Retreat for the bereaved at Tymawr Convent (nr Monmouth) 16-19 June.  For more details please contact: 

Tymawr Convent on 01600 860244 tymawrconvent@btinternet.com or 

Revd. Jessica Aidley on 01273 455 445 j.aidley@gmail.com or

Helen Dacey on 01873 831037  helendacey1@talktalk.net
Day of Prayer for the Armed Forces – Thursday 23 June at St Clement Danes, The Central church of the Royal Air Force in the Strand.  The Church will be available for worship from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. with a formal service commencing at 11.30 a.m.  Prayer sheets will be available nearer the event on www.pray4ourforces.org.uk
=====
A concert of classical guitar music played by Jonathan Richards at Pentrefoelas Parish Church On Sunday 26 June at 3 p.m.  Tickets on the door £5 to include refreshments.

Cor Meibion Orffiws y Rhos will be giving a Concert at St. Martin's, Eglwysbach on 2 July, with guest soloists Alf Gladman and Hefina Williams at 7 p.m.  Tickets and information from 01492 650529.
“Andy Hickie and the Merry Maidens” - 2 July at 7.30 p.m.  The second of our sessions featuring the best of the town’s contemporary music scene.  See www.thefoundrywrexham.co.uk and follow the links to St Giles’ Sessions for further details.

Organ recital by Ian Roberts at St Asaph Cathedral on 6 July at 7.30 pm.  Admission £5, for further information please contact the Cathedral Song School on 01745 584053 or visit the Cathedral Website www.stasaphcathedral.org.uk 

Sea Sunday - 10 July - The Mission to Seafarers is this year concentrating on piracy.  For more information please visit www.seasunday.org
Taking The Next Step – National Conference.  Every year stewardship officers come together to meet and discuss relevant issues.  For the past few years, we've tried to make the conference accessible to local people who have a heart and a passion for the topics we discuss. Given there is no other stewardship event of this quality in the UK each year, we thought some people from our diocese may wish to attend the middle day (the only full day).  The venue is Harper Adams University College, in Shropshire on 14 July.  The cost will be only £25 including lunch and tea & coffee, and it is a bargain for the quality of speakers we have!  Details of how to book from page 2 of the leaflet available to download on the Diocesan website: www.churchinwales.org.uk/asaph/news/archive/StAR.html
“World Wide Day” – Activities and workshops for young and old at St Asaph Cathedral on 23 July.  Doors open at 12.30 p.m. closing service at 4.30 p.m.
Church Pilgrimage holiday to Iona - A twin room has become available in the Bishop’s House on Iona for the week 23 – 30 July, 2011. Accommodation is full board and also includes afternoon tea and constant tea/coffee. Rooms are not en suite, but bathrooms are very close to the rooms. Travel will be with Tanat Valley Coaches who arrange ferry crossings. The cost is £450 pp inclusive. If you would like further details, please contact: awelfryn@hotmail.co.uk
Historic Mail Route Exhibition in St Asaph Cathedral 1 – 13 August. Poster attached.

Organ recital by John Hosking at St Asaph Cathedral on 3 August at 7.30 pm.  Admission £5, for further information please contact the Cathedral Song School on 01745 584053 or visit the Cathedral Website www.stasaphcathedral.org.uk 

Organ recital by Damian Howard at St Asaph Cathedral on 7 September at 7.30 pm.  Admission £5, for further information please contact the Cathedral Song School on 01745 584053 or visit the Cathedral Website www.stasaphcathedral.org.uk 

A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land – St Asaph Diocesan Pilgrimage with The Rt. Revd Gregory Cameron.  2 – 11 June 2012.  For more information please contact Revd Ian Day on Tel:  01352 752960, email: Friday@virginmary.org.uk (Poster circulated previously)
StAR  - If you want something including in the St Asaph Round up, please send it to the diocesan office (see below) and we will send it out every Thursday.  The next StAR will be on Thursday 19 May.  

Check back on previous editions of StAR at www.churchinwales.org.uk/asaph/news/archive/StAR.html  (also linked from the home page)

 
Nominate people in your church to receive this information.  It’s free and we want to share it!  Ask your PCC Secretary, Wardens or Parish Communications Officer to send an e-mail to sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk with ‘Subscribe to StAR’ in the subject line and we’ll do the rest. 
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LL17 0RD
Tel.01745 582245 ~ Fax 01745 530078
