[image: image1.jpg]Common Voice




‘Challenges for the Future’
BELIEVING IN GOD’S WORD?
Second Residential Consultation

Gladstone’s Library

February 12th – 13th
Organised by the Church in Wales
Muslim Council of Wales
and 
Gladstone’s Library
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What do Christians and Muslims think they mean when they talk about ‘God’s Word’? What are the differences and the similarities? How does this connect them to the real challenges of living responsibly in today’s world?
This conference is part of the ‘Finding a Common Voice’ project. There have been ten meetings so far organised by the Church in Wales and the Muslim Council of Wales. In 2009, Gladstone’s Library hosted a residential symposium on ‘Community Cohesion – Making It Happen’ as part of this series.
The weekend will explore something central to our experience of differences within and between each religion. How do we understand what we are doing when we talk about and use our ‘holy texts’? Those who hold these scriptures to be literally or inerrantly the Word of God, indisputably true and absolute in all circumstances, often tend towards more fundamentalist or extremist views about their faith as a whole. Has this approach enriched or reduced the potential in the text? Acts of violence in both Christian and Muslim behaviour, now and in the past, have been justified in the name of ‘what God says’ in the Bible or the Qu’ran. Perhaps, if we could understand better how this simplistic use and misuse of text happens, we could challenge it and transform attitudes. This would be a very significant contribution to the challenges we face in an uncertain and insecure world where religion is still seen as the cause of much violence, terror, division, exclusion and misunderstanding. The weekend will provide us with opportunities to learn from each other across different approaches and different scriptures. It will take us on a journey of discovery and re-discovery as we look together at what is most precious in each others’ approach to the text. Helping us on this journey are Professor Tom Greggs and Dr Mohammad Seddon. 
Tom Greggs is Professor of Systematic Theology at the University of Chester. A graduate of the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, Tom's research has sought to engage with key questions of Christian doctrine in relation to the complexities of living in a secular and pluralist age. He is the author or editor of a number of books and has served as Project Manager for Scriptural Reasoning (a Muslim-Jewish-Christian organisation committed to the reading of scripture across Abrahamic religions). Immediately following this conference, Tom will be attending a conference for Muslims, Jews and Christians on concepts of the 'good' at the Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem.

Mohammad Siddique Seddon obtained his PhD in Religious Studies at University of Lancaster and is currently Director of the Centre for Applied Muslim Youth and Community Studies (CAMYCS), Lecturer in Muslim Studies and Honorary Research Fellow at the University of Chester. He is a former Research Fellow at the Islamic Foundation, Leicester and is an Executive Member of the Association of Muslim Social Scientists (UK). His research interests are historical and contemporary issues relating to Islam and British Muslim communities. He has published a number of related works and book including, British Muslims: Loyalty and Belonging, (2003), British Muslims Between Assimilation and Segregation: Historical, Legal & Social Realities, (2004), and, The Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Islam (2009).  

Programme 
Saturday 12th February

11.00 a.m.

Welcome and Coffee
(Peter Francis and Robin Morrison)
11.15 a.m.                                
Session 1


1.15 p.m.


 Lunch

2.15 p.m.


 Session 2 
3.30 p.m.


 Afternoon Tea

4.00 p.m.


 Session 3

6.15 p.m.


 Tour of Gladstone’s Library
6.45 p.m.


 Dinner

8.00 p.m.


 Session 4

Sunday 13th February

Christian and Muslim prayers 
8.30 a.m.


 Breakfast

9.15 a.m.


 Session 5
10.45 a.m.


 Morning Coffee

11.00 a.m.


 Session 6

1.00 p.m.

             
Lunch and Departure

The cost of the weekend is £90.00 per person to include:
· En-suite accommodation on a dinner, bed and breakfast basis

· Lunch (Saturday and Sunday)

· Morning coffee (Saturday and Sunday)
· Afternoon tea (Saturday)

Some standard (i.e. not en-suite) rooms may be booked at the rate of £75.00 per person.

Accommodation is also available on Friday 11th February at the special rate of £27.50 per person (dinner, bed and breakfast).

For day delegates, the cost is £30.00 per person per day.

To book, please telephone Gladstone’s Library on 01244 532350 or email enquiries@gladlib.org. A non-refundable deposit of £25.00 per person is required at the time of booking. For non-residential bookings, a non-refundable deposit of £10.00 is required.

Payment may be made by cheque or debit/credit card. Cheques should be made payable to ‘Gladstone’s Library’ and sent to:
Gladstone’s Library

Church Lane

Hawarden

Flintshire

CH5 3DF

For further information about Gladstone’s Library, please visit www.gladstoneslibrary.org
