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Dear Colleague,

May 27th 2011.

Sea Sunday 2011

As the Church in Wales Liaison Bishop for the Mission to Seafarers, I write to remind you that Sea Sunday this year falls on July 10th and to encourage you, at the very least, to draw this to the attention of your congregations by including both the work of the Mission, and those to whom its support is offered, in prayers of intercession at your services on that day. I would, of course, also encourage parishes and individuals to consider offering to the Mission more tangible support by way of a donation.  
Whilst much of our province is rural and some distance from the sea, around our coasts are a number of working ports at which ships from all over the world still arrive. Although those ships carry cargoes wide in their variety, they all share one common feature, namely that they are crewed by men and women frequently far from home and separated from their families, often for months on end. Vulnerability to loneliness and isolation is a burden to which some of them are accustomed, but this is not always the case. The Mission is well used to offering a welcoming hand and friendly support to those who find their work difficult to cope with and for whom separation from loved ones is hard. The value of such a welcome and such support being available cannot be underestimated.
Nowadays, a new danger, namely that of piracy, has been added to the list of those more usually associated with work on the high seas. The Mission is actively engaged in supporting the United Nations anti-piracy initiative, one of the major aims of which is to ensure the effective delivery of humanitarian aid and support to those attacked or hi-jacked by pirates and to their families.
In all its work, the Mission seeks to be a faithful and compassionate friend to those of our neighbours whose daily work is part of providing for us. I hope that you will find an opportunity to raise its profile and encourage support.
Details of materials for Sea Sunday and information about the work of the Mission to Seafarers can be downloaded from the Mission to Seafarers website: www.seasunday.org 

Yours sincerely,
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Ely Tower, Castle Square, Brecon LD3 9DJ
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