The Diocese of St Asaph... Enabling... Enlivening... Engaging

Handbook of Evangelism and Christian Nurture Courses
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Enabling the whole people 

of God to engage with 

the world...

Enable...Enliven...Engage?

Enabling the whole people of God to engage with the world in which we live take time, energy and resources. We can't provide the time or energy, but we can give you information about possible resources. This booklet describes some of the most popular evangelism and Christian nurture courses around at the moment. It is not a definitive guide – there are other courses out there, such as the Essence course. Most of the descriptive material is taken from the relevant websites. They do not discuss the pros and cons of the various courses. 

If you want to talk to someone who has run the course, about effectiveness, logistics, and whether the course 'does what it says on the tin', there are contact details provided for clergy within this diocese who have run the courses. My thanks to those clerics who are willing to share their experiences with others in this way. 

If you know of any course which have not been included and should be included in the next edition of this booklet, please contact me with details of it.

I hope this booklet is of some use. If you need any resources, of if you would like to contact me, you can phone me on 01745 730176, or email me on vittoriahancock@thewonderingminstrel.org.uk
I look forward to hearing from you.

Vittoria Hancock, Diocesan Evangelism Officer 


The Alpha Course

The Alpha course is designed primarily for people who aren't church-goers. The course is based around small groups of about 12 people, hosted by one or two leaders whose role is to facilitate and encourage discussion. 

Each session of the course typically lasts 2 hours. People tend to remain in the same small groups for the duration of the course so they can get to know each other, continue discussions and deepen friendships. The whole course usually lasts for 10 weeks, with a day or weekend away in the middle. 

Each session begins with a meal or refreshments - a chance to get to know each other. There is then a short talk, which looks at a different aspect of the Christian faith each week. This is followed by a time of discussion in the small groups, where everyone is welcome to contribute their opinion, ask questions and discuss with the rest of the group. 

The talks each week cover a wide range of Christian topics, beginning with 'Who is Jesus', and moving on from there.

The course does presuppose a certain level of knowledge of the background of Christianity and the church.

If you want more information about the Alpha course, you can access their website:http://uk.alpha.org/. 

If you want to talk to someone in the Diocese about the pros and cons of the Alpha course, the Alpha coordinator is the Revd Gary Owen, 01978 350202. If you would like to speak to someone about running the course in the medium of Welsh, you can phone the Revd Nia Morris on 01678 521047


Emmaus

Emmaus: The Way of Faith is a course designed to welcome people into the Christian faith and the life of the church. It aims to involve the whole church in evangelism, the nurture of new believers and ongoing Christian discipleship. It is rooted in an understanding of evangelism, nurture and discipleship modelled on the example of Jesus in the story of the Emmaus Road.

The Emmaus course progresses through three stages – contact, nurture and growth. It begins, in Contact, by encouraging the vision of the local church for evangelism and giving practical advice on how to develop contact with those outside the church. The full programme includes a 15-week Nurture course that covers the basics of the Christian life and four Growth books that help Christians to deepen their understanding of Christian living and discipleship. 

There is also an Emmaus course aimed at youth and young people.

The aim of Emmaus is to enable the church :
- to pattern its life around Christ's call to make disciples
- to make relationships with those outside the church
- to accompany enquirers on their journey of faith
- to bring new Christians to maturity in Christ.

For more information on the Emmaus course, you can look on the website: http://www.e-mmaus.org.uk/emm_index.asp. 

If you want to talk to someone who has run the Emmaus course, you can contact the Rev Kate Johnson on 01745 853780, or the Rev Canon Tudor Hughes on 01978 852236. If you are interested in the Emmaus youth course,  you can speak to the Revd Adrian Copping on 01978 780608.
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The Start! course is a basic six-session introduction to the Christian faith for use in small groups, written by Robin Gamble. It has sometimes been used as a 'pre-Alpha' course.

The sessions assume no previous knowledge of anything Christian. They use a mix of DVD input, time to chat, simple discussion activities and space for reflection. All in a style that is down-to-earth and honest, and which aims to be enjoyable too. 

Start! is designed primarily for a group of about five to ten members with two leaders. As well as those who want to know more about Christianity, Start! works well with baptism families, wedding contacts, bereaved families, parents of children and teenagers and those who are new to the church. 

The Start! pack comes with DVD's, leaders book and everything you need to run a Start! Course.

This course really is a basic course. It assumes no previous knowledge at all.

For more information, you can look at the website :  http://www.start-cpas.org.uk/overview.htm.

If you want to chat to someone who has used the course, you can contact the Rev Martin Snellgrove on 01978 762127


Christianity Explored

Christianity Explored is for anyone who wants to investigate Christianity informally with a group of other people.

Christianity Explored is based on Mark's Gospel, with an emphasis on who Jesus was, what his aims were, and what it means to follow him. This course is described as suitable, 'whether you have previous experience of Church, Christians and the Bible, or none at all.' A meal is usually provided at the start of the evening. The course is normally run in several groups of 6-9 people, and after briefly discussing the course material from the week before, there is a talk or DVD on the theme for that week. Then the groups discuss any questions that have arisen, and the evening ends at about 9pm. 

The course runs for 10 weeks, including a weekend (or day) away, when you can explore other areas such as the Bible, the Holy Spirit, prayer and the church. The topics covered are:

1. Introduction 

2. Jesus - Who Was He? 

3. Jesus - Why Did He Come? 

4. Jesus - His Death 

5. What Is Grace? 

6. Jesus - His Resurrection
Exploring Christian Life Sessions: The Church, The Holy Spirit, Prayer, The Bible 

7. What Is A Christian? 

8. Continuing As A Christian 

9. Choices - King Herod 

10. Choices - James, John and Bartimaeus 

All the material you could need is readily available, including transcripts of the talks, digital slideshow presentations, and of course, answers to the weekly Bible studies. All the talks are also available on DVD. 

For more information, look at http://www.christianityexplored.org/

 HYPERLINK "http://www.christianityexplored.org/"
 .
If you want to talk to someone who has run the course in this diocese, you can speak to the Rev Andy Grimwood on 01686 622260

Back to Church Sunday

	How many times have you heard friends or neighbours say 'oh, I used to go to church but …' If you've ever been away from church for any length of time, you'll know how easy it is to get out of the habit of going. And how easy it can be to find other routines to fill the time. Most people who no longer come to church have not given up on God or belief. 
	


Back to Church Sunday is an initiative that seeks to invite these people back to church. Quite simply, it does what it says on the tin!

'Back to Church Sunday' has been running for the last five years throughout various dioceses of the Church of England, and was launched in the Church in Wales last year. Here in this diocese, Archdeacon Bernard Thomas reported this about Back to Church Sunday in his parish; “The Parish of Llandyrnog and Llangwyfan observed back to Church Sunday last  September. With PCC support the planning began in July and used the diocesan pack. Two special services were held- A special Family Service in the morning and a Eucharist in the other church in the evening.  Both services were well attended and much enjoyed. Four months on, there is one "returnee" who still atends every Sunday and a further four or five who come once or twice a month.  We will be doing it again this year.” A small but steady growth has been reported in those dioceses where Back to Church Sunday has taken place for a few years now.

Back to Church Sunday does not ask for people to stand on street corners and invite people in. It relies on members of churches giving printed invitations to friends and neighbours, inviting them back to church on a certain date. The church is not required to put on any spectacular event or special performance. On the day, the church makes an extra effort to be especially user friendly, makes sure welcome packs are available and that a smiling greeting is there. It's simple. Why not try it yourself?

Back to Church Sunday, entitled 'Come as you are', will take place on Sunday 26th September 2010. For more information, see www.backtochurch.co.uk, or speak to the Revd Vittoria Hancock, Diocesan Evangelism Officer.

	Leading Your Church into Growth
	


This is neither an evangelism course or Christian basics course, but is for church leaders. Leading your Church into Growth is a four day residential course which is designed for church leaders, both lay and ordained, from across traditions and denominations who are looking for help and encouragement in leading their churches into growth.  

The courses are run at different venues for people of different backgrounds and spiritualities. It is a teaching, equipping, inspiring, 'rediscovering dreams' type of course. It begins with hopes and dreams and moves on to strategies and plans.

LYCIG looks at the key elements that clerics, lay leaders and congregations need to build a new planned future for their church. It covers issues such as vision, leadership, mission energy, effective evangelism, cultures on invitation and welcome, appropriate worship, fellowship and nurture structures etc. It also offers a variety of optional workshops on 'Turning round a struggling church', 'Emerging church', 'Ministry among men', 'Women’s evangelism', 'Rural church' and 'Growth in a large congregation'. 

The cost of this course is around £250.  The good news is that grant funding from the diocese of St Asaph is available to cover some of the cost. It is expected that the parish will cover the other half of the cost themselves.

Grants are available for £25 – for a cleric alone (a CME grant is already available each year for up to £100), £150 – a cleric plus one parishioner, and £275 – cleric plus two parishioners.

The dates and venues for courses can be found on the website: http://www.leadingyourchurchintogrowth.org.uk, as can further information.

If you'd like to talk to someone who has attended the course, you can contact the Revd Vittoria Hancock – 01745 730176, the Revd Canon Tudor Hughes – 01978 852236 or the Revd Pam Powell – 01691 828244. 

If you would like a grant application for, please contact the Revd Vittoria Hancock on 01745 730176

