[image: image1.wmf]
[image: image2.wmf]
Play the CD

[image: image3.wmf]
Introductory remarks

[image: image4.wmf]
Bible passage for study

[image: image5.wmf]
For discussion within the group

[image: image6.wmf]
For personal reflection

Study 1

'God's work resourced by God's people'

WELCOME to these meetings - we hope you will enjoy the fellowship and be challenged by the issues.  Pray for the Group and that each may hear God's word to them over the coming weeks.

Aim of this session

1. To introduce ideas of what it means to 'be church' with vision and purpose

2. To understand that mission costs

3. To uncover what those costs are

4. To begin the process of asking questions about individual attitudes to giving
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[image: image8.wmf]Fundamental to a church's growth and development is an understanding of who we are.  Being a Christian is not about what we do so much as about who we are and, even more, whose we are.  In the whole area of Giving so many take the view, "We're giving to the Church".  But we are the Church!  And what holds us together is our belief and understanding, chiefly in and about Jesus Christ.  Our mission is to witness to him and to bring ourselves and others into 'discipleship'.

The local church seeks to finance that mission in different ways. It is perhaps important to be clear about these. They will probably involve special fundraising efforts, 'passing the hat around’ to all and sundry, the free-will offering, meaning often, ‘What and when I feel like’, Faith giving – setting a target and believing the money will come, Planned/pledged giving, according to Biblical principles, or …..what?  Often methods are sought which have the hidden agenda of finding more people - preferably new ones - to give so that it will be less painful for those already giving.  

We are unashamedly addressing existing members in this project.  In short, initially we are looking for people to give more rather than for more people to give.  It might be useful to read the section "A word about Fundraising" as a preparation for this study.  It could be raised now or at a later session.  

[image: image9.wmf]Read Matthew 16:13-21
This moment in the ministry of Jesus and in the 'making' of the disciples is regarded as crucial. 

[image: image10.wmf]What of significance has happened?  (verse 16).  

What do you think the Rock refers to?  (verse 18)

How important is belief as the foundation for own life and that of your church?

"Who do you say that I am?" 

Do you feel it is important to share our belief with others?

"Belief begets behaviour" - do you agree?

The Church is God’s Idea  
It is not so much a place to go as something to be.

It is basically the ‘called out and gathered’ people of God (‘ecclesia’ = ‘called out’) – those whose hearts have been touched by the sovereign God and whose lives have been changed by God’s ‘activity’ in Jesus Christ.

As Christians we owe our allegiance to Jesus as Lord.

Our church is a part of God’s means of reaching out that all may be ‘kingdom people’ i.e. those whose lives are under the rule of the king.
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Do you agree with the above? Do you have any difficulties with any of these statements?  Which and why?

Here is a fundamental principle: ‘God’s work is to be resourced by God’s people.

Here is a list of ‘activities’ engaged in by local churches:

· Worship: Responding to the character and works of God.

· Evangelism: Helping those inside and outside to discover God’s good news as revealed in Jesus.

· Nurture: Helping those who respond to grow as disciples.

· Care: Proclaiming the love of God for everyone through what we do.

· Reaching children, young people, families, particular groups - which?

[image: image12.wmf]What do you think your congregation would define as the vision and purpose of your church?  What is it is trying to achieve?

All this ‘activity’ needs to be resourced, particularly with prayer, people and finance.

· How and what is your local church doing in these areas?

· Do you have enough people committed to the task?

· Is the life of the local church a matter of individual prayer?

· How much a week does your local church cost?

· How is the money spent?

· Who should pay for all this?
The church is an organism i.e. living, growing, given life by God, but it is also an organisation of people engaged in a particular activity – it is here to ‘do something’.

[image: image13.wmf]Read Matthew 28:19

What do you think the church is here to do?

What would your definition of a 'disciple' be?

Would you say that 'making disciples' was the prime focus of your church?

Three principles to inform our approach to the Giving of our money

· The matter of giving to resource God’s work is primarily a concern for the household of faith. 

· The issue is one of resourcing mission not merely ‘balancing the books’. 

· Giving is an integral dimension of being a disciple. 

[image: image14.wmf]Do you agree with the above principles?

What difference would following them make to how your church goes about its practical financing?

Why do you think many people get ‘up tight’ when money is mentioned in church?

What objections have you heard to the church’s request for finance?

What has your reply been?
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How do you decide on the amount you are prepared to give away? What criteria do you use?

Here are some possibilities:

I give what I've always given.

I give when I feel like it.

I don't think the church needs money so I don't give very often.

I give to special projects.

I think the church has plenty of money.

I give what I can afford after I have met all my other commitments.

I give a proportion of my money regularly.

I give as an expression of my gratitude to God.

I give as my recognition of my responsibility within the mission and ministry of the church of which I am a part.

Or …….. what?
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What proportion of this amount do you think should be given to and through your local church?

Do you see your giving as a priority responsibility?

You can't ask other people to do what you will not do yourself in the matter of giving to support the mission of your church.

Remember that you cannot expect unbelievers to behave as though they are believers until they are.

Prayer

Lord, I thank you that you have made me and know me, my innermost being; I thank you that in your love you have plans for me as a part of your church.  Help me to tune in to those plans.  Take from me those things which hinder my walk with you.  And help me to get my attitude to you right and may that issue in a right response through all that I am and do.  I ask this for Jesus' sake.

Study 2

‘You cannot serve God and Mammon’
Aim of this session.

1. To draw attention to the fact that we need spiritual as well as physical food

2. To challenge attitudes 

3. To indicate that change in individual attitudes to Giving is God-given and God-driven.
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[image: image18.wmf]"Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also".  What is important to us in relation to our own attitudes towards what we have, our ambitions, status, etc?  And how do we view 'The Church"?  Is the building more important than the mission for us?  Is its preservation of paramount importance?  Is the form of worship, its language and ritual more important than the message we seek to speak in word and deed and in how we are?  

If that is the case, then we must be sure that we are not slipping into a form of idolatry - that most condemned of sins in the Scriptures.  To worship an idol implies our honouring and acknowledging it as greater than ourselves and as able to contribute to the shaping of us.  To give that shaping role to any other than the God who made us is to dishonour God.  We need to ask whether our motives for 'funding' the church locally are in accordance with God's call to us - to mission, to witness, to worship and to service.

(Note: This section contains four separate Bible Studies.  This may prove to be too much for one session.  Feel free to select just a couple.)
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Read Matthew 4:4

[image: image20.wmf]What are the two necessities for life?

What proportion of your life is spent on each?

What does this verse particularly imply in relation to:-

God’s revealed word?  How should we trust God’s word?

Life’s necessities - what would they be for you?

What do you think Jesus’ attitude to Scripture was?

Why do you think Jesus says there is more to life than the mere material?

[image: image21.wmf]Do you think most people would agree?

Read Luke 12:15-21. The context of the parable is a squabble over possessions.

[image: image22.wmf]Is the chief character of the parable blessed as far as possessions are concerned? v16, 17.

What is the solution to the abundance? v18.  

Is he satisfied with this solution? v19.  

What is the outcome? v20.  

What is the parable’s ‘punch-line’? v21.  

What was the fault with the man?  

What did Jesus call him?  

What do you think someone like this ‘rich’ man needs to understand?
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Is the area of ‘possessiveness’ one in your life where repentance is called for?  Do you think change is possible?

Life is transitory – Jesus came to give us eternal life.

Material possessions do not have a permanent place in our lives.

Everything we have is ours but on loan.

We brought nothing into this world and we take nothing out’.  (1 Tim 6: 6-10).
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Read Luke 19: 1-9

[image: image25.wmf]What was Zacchaeus’ work? v2.  

What did he want? v3.  

Why do you think he decided to watch from a distance?  

What did Jesus do? v5.  

How did he address Zacchaeus?  

What did Zacchaeus do first?  And then? v6. v8.  

Why do you you think Zacchaeus was changed?  

What was the reaction of the ‘goodies’? v7.  

Why did the people react as they did?  

What would be your reaction to such a dramatic 'conversion'?
[image: image26.wmf]What do you think is the effect of sin on us when we become conscious of it?

What sorts of things do we do to cope with it?  Think of the avoidance tactics of denial which we employ.  What should we do?
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Read Matthew 6:19-26

What are we not to do?  And what are we to do?

'The heart of the matter is the matter of the heart.’  True?  

How much of your heart is bound up with possessions?  Why do you think people put so much trust in possessions?  How can priorities be changed?

You cannot serve God and Mammon?
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Ask yourself in regard to the actual amount you give through your church to resource God’s work and mission, ‘"What does it say about where my heart is?"  "Whose am I?"

Think about this which was seen in the porch of a beautiful, medieval church in the middle of an idyllic rural location, "The church in this parish is what would be left if this building burnt down!" 

Prayer

Lord, I ask you to send your Holy Spirit to show me what you want of me - what of my time, my gifts and my money.  Help me to overcome any undue hold that my possessions and my acquisitiveness may have over me.  Where you want to change me, empower my will so that my desire to serve you may be strengthened.  I ask this through Jesus Christ, my Lord.

Scripture References Found on CD Track 2:

Solomon
-
1 Kings 3 v. 5-9

Zacchaeus
-
Luke 19 v.1-9

Study 3

'Great riches at Christ's expense’

Aim of this session.

1.  To rehearse (albeit briefly) the Gospel we proclaim.  Jesus, the ransom for many (Mark 10:45), the "Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1:29).

2.  To see ourselves as those "Bought at a price", (1 Corinthians: 7:23)

3.  To emphasise the truth that "all is of grace". (Ephesians 2:8 et al.)

4. To understand our giving as a thankful response.
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[image: image30.wmf]At the heart of the Christian Gospel is the fact that "all is of grace".  The Christian is not one who can earn God's favour.  "All have sinned and all have fallen short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).  

When we talk of Jesus as "our Saviour", what do we mean?  Saved from what?  Scripture is clear.  The answer is, "God's judgement" - inescapable and against which we have no mitigation.  Bishop David Jenkins has a superb definition of the Gospel, which I quote, and which informs this particular study - "God is; God will make an end (i.e. God is a purposeful God); there is Judgement (inescapable); and the 'good news' is that the Judge is the Saviour".  "While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us".  

In this session we want to explore ourselves as those responding in worship and thanksgiving to God's initiative in the gift of Jesus.  In this context we want to think of the Giving of our money as a thank offering on purpose - that we might be better able as a church to share with others what we are learning and experiencing of God's gift.  In an age when it is almost politically incorrect to be a Christian, and where there is an easier attitude to non-Christian beliefs, our faith makes demands on its adherents.  And the greatest, and I believe, inescapable demand is the exclusivity of Christianity in terms of its claim about the uniqueness of Jesus Christ - for many no longer an acceptable claim. (John 14:6).  

[image: image31.wmf]
Which of these two statements is correct from the Christian standpoint?

"Everyone is basically good and we should try to develop and release more of the good".

"Everyone is basically not good and there is nothing we can do about it".

If it is the second, then why was it necessary for Jesus to come?  

(John 1:29)

[image: image32.wmf]
Read Romans 3:23.  

Who has sinned?

Read 1 John 1:8. 

Can anyone say he has not sinned?

Read Romans 6:23.  

What is the consequence of sin?

Read Genesis 3:23.  

What happened to Adam and Eve after they had sinned?

Read Ephesians 2:3.  

What does sin make us?

Read Isaiah 6:5.  

What is Isaiah’s reaction to the vision of the Holy God?

Read 2 Corinthians 5:10 

What must each of us expect?

So, the first step is a realisation that sin separates and has consequences – Judgement.
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What is your view on the whole area of Judgement?

Will there be opportunity to put our defence? (See Romans 6:23 again).

In contrast God is holy.  But He also loves us.  Here is the dilemma.  What is to be done?  This is what the coming of Jesus is all about.
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Read John 3:16.

Why did God send His Son?

Who does God love?

What is the verb used?

What is the consequence of the sending?

What more does Jesus say?

How is the gift received?

What is the consequence of unbelief?
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Read Ephesians 2:4,5.

What is God’s motivation?

What are the two characteristics of God here described?

What did God do for us?

When?

What else has He done?

What is the word used to describe what has happened?

The Cross accomplishes all.

The name Jesus means ‘God saves’, or ‘God rescues’.

Christianity is a Rescue Religion.

Read Isaiah 53:3-6.  

[image: image36.wmf]This has been interpreted by the church as a prophecy about Jesus.

Why was he ‘bruised and crushed’?

What was this?

What will it bring?

How are we healed?

What will God do through His Messiah?

[image: image37.wmf]Our Giving is to be seen as a response to God’s gift – life in creation, but above all, eternal life through Jesus Christ, won for us through his death – GREAT RICHES AT CHRIST’S EXPENSE - G R A C E.  God's undeserved favour is shown towards us.  How does that make you feel?

[image: image38.wmf]Read Romans 6:23 again.

What is God’s gift in contrast to the ‘wages of sin’?

And how is that gift described?
Read Romans 3:21.

What has been made known?

How does it come?

To whom does it come?

[image: image39.wmf]God makes us right not because of anything we have done but through what Jesus has done.

Read 1 Corinthians 6:20, 7:23.

How are we as Christians described?

Read 2 Chronicles 20:6

Read Revelation 19:16

Read Daniel 7:14

What do they say about God?

[image: image40.wmf]Pretty daunting claims aren't they?
Read Matthew 20:15

[image: image41.wmf]How far does God’s right over us extend?

The idea of Sovereignty  - God's rule -is a real stumbling block today.

Why do you think that might be?

[image: image42.wmf]Jesus taught us to love God and people, and money is to help us do that!  In the Bible there are about 500 verses on faith and 2500 on money and how to handle it! Money isn't God. So why do people worship it?   Why are people not giving more?  Is it not at heart a wrong attitude?   Remember, God owns absolutely everything. (Psalm 24:1).  Our giving is not to 'help Him out'; it is worship - it says much about who or what rules our attitudes and lives!

Prayer

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with me today and always.  And may that same Holy Spirit remind me day by day of the love which Jesus showed me when he died for my sins and my salvation.


Scripture References Found on CD Track 3:

Jesus
-
John 3 v.16-17

Isaiah’s prophesy
-
Isaiah 53 v.5-6

Bought at a price
-
I Corinthians 6 v.19

Criminals at crucifixion
-
Luke 23 v. 39-43

Study  4

'God's word about Giving'
Aims of this session

1. To recognise the need for every church member, committed to the God given mission of the church, to think again, from scratch, as it were, about their giving.

2. To challenge each member of the church to take the benchmarks

     of Scripture seriously.


Play the CD


The Bible teaches TITHING – the ‘TENTH’.  Many find this difficult.  I wonder why.  Is it perhaps because it is too little!  Tithe was Jewish law, but this was changed when Jesus came.  In the letters to the new church we are encouraged to give proportionately according to our means.  Did Paul mean less than 10%?  

In Wales, the Bench of Bishops suggest proportionate giving at 5%.  If all church members gave 5% of their net income, there would be more than enough money to fund the church and some left over for the work he wants us to do that we can’t even imagine. 

The point of this session is to help people understand that Giving is not to be "a little bit out of the leftovers", a tip to God.  The thing about tipping is often "How little can I get away with?"  Many people have been in "Stewardship" for many years.  Alas, for many this merely means that they put their leftovers in an envelope rather than straight on the plate.  

It is not that people are mean about Giving - it is, I believe, that many have not really thought about it, have not looked to Scripture and discovered the benchmark.  What does God require of us? Our purpose here in this session is to expose the Group to the word of God on the subject.  

It will be our prayer that God’s word will inform our giving afresh.  Remember that God's word is not given simply to inform us, but to transform us.  This programme will be a failure if it has not changed people - their attitude to the church, to its resourcing and to their own responsibility in these respects.  It is plain that the whole attitude towards financing our Mission must change from the overriding present 'begging culture' to one of 'graceful response on purpose' by a focussed and envisioned membership.


Read Leviticus 27:30

To whom does the tenth belong?

Read Matthew 23:23

What was required of the Pharisees?

Read 1 Chronicles 29:10-13 (David’s Thanksgiving Prayer)

To whom does everything belong?


Read Malachi 1:6-14
God accuses the priests who were presenting the sacrifices for the people of what? v6.  (As Christians we believe in the 'priesthood - the ministry - of all believers so that it follows that these words must apply to us all.)

How is that shown? V8.

Would they be acceptable to worldly powers? V8.  

What is the response? V9.  

Is God pleased? V10.

Think of how this activity might manifest itself today?

What would be the equivalent? 

How are the worshippers profaning God? V13.

What does God say of them? V14.


What does this say about God?

What does He ask of us?


Read Malachi 3:6-18
What are the people accused of? V8.

Why? V8.

What are those who do so under? V9.

What is the tithe for? V10.

What happens when you are obedient? V10, v11.

Why do the people object to tithing? v14.

But what is in it for the faithful? v16, 17, 18.


Read Mark 12:41-43.

When talking about Giving it is never long before someone mentions the Widow's mite. As though that was a justification for giving a little even if you have a lot!  Look at this passage again. Note:
Jesus is watching!  
Some are obviously proud of their giving - but they can afford it!

The poor woman gives - she does not expect to be exempt!  ("We've only got retired people in our church - you can't expect them to give!")

Jesus commends her - not for the little, but because she gave everything.

It appears to me that there are at least three benchmarks in Scripture - 10%, 50% (If you have two coats give one away) or 100% (The Widow’s mite).  Wouldn't it be transforming for the mission of the church if the first of these were our benchmark for Giving, if the second were that for our social concern and the last were that for our commitment.  In the last study we will see how a poor church responded by giving themselves "first to the Lord".

Giving is important in God’s book.  Why do you think that is?

Today's ‘Storehouse’ is to be understood as the local church where and through 

which God’s work and mission is undertaken.

Why do you think so many people object to tithes and offerings?  

For your private thinking:  

How far would you get in a week if you tried to live on ten times your weekly offering?

In the end, who is responsible for ‘paying for’ the church we belong to?

How near to the benchmark of the tithe is your regular, weekly giving?

Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, Friend and Brother, may I know you more clearly,  follow you more nearly, and  love you more dearly, day by day.

Scripture References Found on CD Track 4:

The potter
-
Romans 9 v.20-21

Instructions on tithing
-
Leviticus 27 v.30

A good measure
-
Luke 6 v.38


Aim of this session.

1. To explore the 'Macedonian' attitude (2 Corinthians 8)

2. To underline the characteristics of the Christian Giving of money.

3. To explain the principle and procedure of 'Promise Sunday'.

4. To explore any disagreements or feelings of anger about the subject.  Is the anger because what has been said is not true or because the truth often hurts?


Play the CD


We have now come to the last study.  You will probably long since have thought, "There's too much to do in the time available!"  The subject is huge but I hope that those taking part have come to realise that Giving is not a subject to be tackled just when there is financial crisis!  It is at the heart of our discipleship and mission.  As they say, "money talks".  So what is yours saying to you and about you, - your priorities and commitments?

In this session we shall look at the response of the church in Macedonia to the Jerusalem church under Paul.  We shall explore the characteristics of Christian Giving to support the mission.  We shall look in preparation at the Promise Sunday process for our own individual pledge of our Giving before God.  Giving that is in thanksgiving for his love and in promotion of his Gospel to those around us - our mission.


Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-12

Paul has arranged for a collection to be made to relieve the Christian widows in Jerusalem.  He is writing to the church at Corinth – a rich church – because their response has been poor.  He brings to them the example of the church in Macedonia.

What did their generosity spring from? V2.

You would expect a different response like ‘We can’t afford it’.

How much did they give? v3.

How did they see giving? v4.

At what level did they give? v5.

The Corinthian Church was excellent in many ways – except one.  What was that? v7.

What does Paul see as the motivation for giving? v9.

What is the primary requirement in giving? v 11, 12.

Some Principles of Giving - a reminder

Look again at our discussion in Session 1.

Giving is an expression of our commitment to our Lord Jesus Christ.

The work of God through His Church is to be resourced by God’s people.

Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-2

What techniques does Paul use to ensure that their Giving will be:

OBEDIENT – to God’s word.

REGULAR – weekly or monthly.

BUDGETED – not a little out of the leftovers – off the bottom – but a calculated amount ‘off the top’.

PROPORTIONAL – a thought about, prayed about proportion of what they have 

RESPONSIVE – as a response to the giving of God – the God who gives and loves to give.

CHEERFUL – Read 2 Corinthians 9:7. (the word 'cheerfully' in Greek is literally "hilarious" - people who give as God requires are usually laughed at by the world!!)

A word about PROMISE/THANKSGIVING SUNDAY

Soon we will be given the opportunity to put what we have learnt into practice.  Everyone will be given an invitation to a service during which we will be invited to pledge our giving for the coming year to resource God’s work through the local church.

SOME GUIDELINES YOU MIGHT FOLLOW:

· Giving needs to be approached with prayer, following the principles laid out.

· You will want to make your giving realistic and meaningful in relation to the actual costs of your local church and mission.

· Do not simply make this year’s giving a mere percentage ‘add-on’ to last year’s.  This is an opportunity to ‘scrap’ what you have been doing, perhaps for years, and make brand new calculations on the basis of the principles of ‘Thanksgiving’.

· If you pay income tax at the standard rate, you should be Gift aiding your money.  The Chancellor of the Exchequer will then be able to pay over to the church the tax you have already paid on the money you will give.

· You can only commit what is yours – you cannot include what belongs to your spouse if he/she is not willing.

If, after all this you are perhaps feeling a little uncomfortable, hopefully, it is because you have been challenged, 

REMEMBER No one is going to tell you how much to give – but God may be showing you something you need to consider on how to work it out.

REMEMBER, Giving is a gift of Grace – pray for that ‘gifting’.

REMEMBER God never makes demands without the promise of blessing.

REMEMBER What you will give will be known only to yourself (and perhaps your family), the Recorder (this is a protection for your benefit), and, above all, God.  

REMEMBER too that ‘The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance but the Lord looks on the heart’ 

(1 Samuel 16:7).


This is an opportunity for you to think through a very important aspect of your discipleship, your ‘walk with the Lord’.  May God bless that thinking.

Prayer

We give thanks to you, O God, we give thanks to you!  We proclaim how great you are and tell of the wonderful things you have done. (from Psalm 75)  Lord, my God, may my decision about my giving from what is yours be honouring to you and according to your will.

Scripture References Found on CD Track 5:

The generosity of the Macedonian Christians
-
2 Corinthians 8

Instructions on how to give
-
I Corinthians 16 v1-2
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Key To Symbols In The Bible Studies
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Study  5


‘The Privilege of Giving’
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