l
253 Ways of Raising Funds 

For Your Church
INTRODUCTION

Before you start on any fundraising activity, there are a few things which we recommend you keep firmly in mind.

1.  The word fundraising begins with the letters F-U-N. If it isn’t going to be fun, don’t do it! You won’t enjoy it, and you’ll only be disappointed with the results. Besides, fun events raise more money and generate the desire to raise more.

2.  Don’t rely on fundraising events to finance your church. However many fundraising events you run, you will be unlikely to raise more than 10% of what it actually costs to run your church. 
3.  Almost more important than the income is the sense of working together in community they generate.
4.  So aim to keep a balance between having fun and raising funds. Sometimes you will be having fun, but also raising money. At other times you will be raising money, but also having fun. Either way, your church will be the winner!
5.  Try to fundraise for a particular project, especially if you are seeking support from those who are not regular churchgoers. It helps them to know to what they are being asked to contribute. BUT (and this is very important) make certain that every item of literature used in connection with the fund-raising (posters, leaflets, tickets, sponsor forms, etc.) includes a sentence such as: ‘If the amount raised exceeds the amount required, the PCC reserves the right to re-allocate the excess for other projects associated with the parish church.’ This will allow you to use excess income as unrestricted funds rather than having it tied up in a restricted fund for the next 20 years!
A
Acronym Quiz ‑ Photocopy lists of acronyms [i.e. 3BM(SHTR) = Three Blind Mice....  £1 an entry. Closing date. Small prizes.

Amateur Talent Night ‑ £2 per entry (per person). Hall entry charge. Raffle. Refreshments.

Antiques Sale ‑ Volunteer (Professional) Auctioneer. 'Antiques' given. Profits after expenses. Entrance fee.

Appeal to Local Organisations ‑ for Donations for proceeds of a Fund Raising Event

Appealing 
- to Local Businesses
‑ for Money gifts


- to other Churches [ same dedication?] 
‑ i. e. St. Leonard’s,


- to Local Shops
‑ for Raffle Prizes




(N.B. acknowledge in




accompanying publicity)

Art & Craft Fair ‑ Invite local artists and craftspeople ‑ either on a percentage, or a set fee basis.

Art Show ‑ Invite local artists to exhibit ‑ [items as in‑Art Fair above].

Auction ‑ Goods given. Reserve prices if wished. Invite professional Auctioneer.

Auction of Promises - Gardening, Painting, Car Cleaning, Baby‑sitting, Dog Walking etc. 

Auto Jumble ‑ Sale of motor spares.

B
Baby Show ‑ Categories ‑ left to your imagination. Essential ‑ an OUTSIDER to judge!

Balloon Race ‑ Contact Peeks of Bournemouth Ltd. (01202 417777).

Bangers and Beer - a down-market Cheese and Wine party! Offer a selection of real ales. Entrance fee.
Barbecue ‑ Sell food and drink. Provide music, entertainment. Raffle?

Barn Dance ‑ Entrance by Ticket. 'Professional' Caller. Food/Bar. Raffle.

Bazaar ‑ Variety of stalls. Refreshments. Raffle. Background Music. Sale of Work. 

Beatles Night ‑ music. Dancing. Costume Competition. Refreshments. Raffle. 

Beetle Drive ‑ Photocopy kit. Provide dice. Refreshments. Raffle 

Bell Ringing Concert ‑ Invite local Handbell ringing team. Refreshments. Raffle.

24 Hour Bible Read ‑ Bibliothon? ‑ Inside Church. P. A. & Speaker outside. Bowls for donations. Sponsor sheets.

Bingo ‑ Regular and Eliminator ‑ Simple kit required (purchasable) with book of sheets. Prizes. Refreshments. Raffle.

Book Market ‑ Needs a dedicated organiser. Invite book dealers.

Bonfire Party ‑ Strictly controlled fireworks ‑ Refreshments.

Brainteaser (Sheet of questions sold) ‑ See 'Acronym Quiz'. 

Bric‑a‑Brac Sale ‑ see 'Antiques Sale'.

Bridge Drive ‑ Simple requisites ‑ Card tables. Packs of cards. Prizes. Refreshments. Raffle.

Bring & Buy Sale ‑ Self explanatory. See 'Antique Sale'.

Bring and Share Evening ‑ A social occasions ‑ everyone bringing food/drink to share. Music/Entertainment. Raffle.

Burns Night (with Haggis) ‑ A Scottish night. Costumes. Readings. Food. Bar. Raffle.

Buy a Brick ‑ For a Building Project. Donors sign actual Bricks/Breeze‑blocks for inclusion in building.

C
Cake Bake (Health & Safety? EEC? Food Act?) 

Cake Stall/Cake Sale

Candlelit Supper (Peripatetic) ‑ Meet in Hall for Briefing/Sherry. First/Main/Final courses at different venues. Meet back in Hall for Coffee.

Car Boot Sate ‑ Needs good (and wide) publicity. Nearby public toilets essential.

(Christmas) Card Catalogue Selling ‑ See Brochures (Ace, Studio etc.)

Carol Singing ‑ For Charity ‑ For the Church ‑ For Joy (no collecting!)

Car Rally ‑ Needs careful planning., 12 cars maximum. £5 per car. Trophies/Prizes/ Finish at Pub.

Charity Shop (use empty shop premises) ‑ Items donated (not jumble).

Cheese & Wine Evening ‑ Entrance fee (Ticket). Local grocer or Supermarket to supply variety of Cheese & Wine on sale or return. Entertainment. Raffle.

Christmas Fayre ‑ Stalls/Father Christmas (Grotto). Modest entrance fee. Competitions. Refreshments. Raffle.

Coffee & Chat ‑ Another name for a "Coffee morning". Charge for refreshments. Cake stall. Raffle.

Coffee Morning ‑ Occasional/Regular [See above]

Collection Boxes ‑ for short period (e.g. Lent/Advent). Use Society boxes or 'Make‑your‑own' for Church project. Also see ‘Smartie Tubes’

Colour Me Beautiful night ‑ (Make‑up Colouring) Pay for tickets. Wine to sell. No payment to Promoters, a local Beauty Salon. Refreshments. Raffle.

Competitions (Entry Fees & Prizes) ‑ Beauty/Queen of the May/Local Talent/Duck Race/Pooh Sticks etc.

Concert - Recruit local talent (bands, choirs, etc.) on basis of 50/50 split of proceeds.
Cookery Demonstration ‑ Invite a 'Demonstrator' ‑ Admission by Ticket ‑ Eat produce. Drinks/Raffle.

Country & Western Evening ‑ Caller, Costume, Competitions, Prizes, Refreshments, Raffle.

Cow Pat Lottery ‑ mark off field. 'Sell' plots. Acquire co‑operative cow. Wait. Prizes.

Craft Fair ‑ [see ‘Art & craft’ Fair].

Cream Teas ‑ Summer occasion. Cream Teas ‑ Scones & Cream, Strawberries & Cream. Cakes etc.

Curry Night ‑ As for .Cookery Demonstration' except varieties of curry. Demonstration and eat results. Drinks. Raffle.

D
Dances ‑ Scottish, Country & Western, Square, Line, Old Tyme, Ballroom, Modern, Disco etc.

Dedicated Giving ‑ Invite people to contribute a door, chair, crockery etc.

Desert Island Disc Night ‑ Either a series of evenings, ‑ one member and eight snatches of favourites ~ or everyone bring ONE favourite (tape choices). Refreshments. Entry charge. 

Diaries ‑ Sell 'CHURCH' Diaries. 

Disco (Children/Adults) ‑ Hire D. J. Refreshments. Entrance on Ticket. 

Donkey Derby ‑ Several Races. £X per ride. [TOTE] Prizes. 

Draw ‑ See Grand Draw. 

Duck Race ‑ See 'Competitions'.

Dutch Auction ‑ The item is offered at an unrealistically high price, which is lowered gradually until a bid is made.

E
Easter Egg Hunt ‑ Entry charge. The discovered eggs are the prizes.

F
Face Painting ‑ At a Fair or Fete currently popular with children. Invite Art Teacher.

Fashion Show ‑ For all ages; invite local store to display clothes. Refreshments. Raffle.

Fete/Fayre ‑ Outside ‑ [See final page for ideas for stalls, games etc.]

Fifty/Fifty Auction ‑ See 'Auction' ‑ 50% of sum realised (after expenses) to donor, 50% to church. 

Flag Day ‑ [Local Authority licence required.] 

FleaMarket ‑[See Antiques Sale]. 

Flower Festival/Show ‑ Invite local organisations to 'show'. Entrance charge (or donations). Refreshments. Raffle.

Foreign Coin & Bank‑Note collections ‑ There is an income to be gained from unwanted or donated holiday money.

Fun Run ‑ A sponsored event, All ages ‑ Horses and Dogs too? Different course lengths for differing abilities.

G
Gardeners Evening ‑ (Quiz & Plant Sales) ‑ Invite from a local Garden Club or Centre a "Brains Trust" or 'Experts' ‑ Invite questions. Refreshments. Raffle ~ [Prize Voucher].

Gift Day (Someone sitting at the receipt of custom) ‑ it is better publicity to sit OUTSIDE the Church!

Gift Catalogues ~ See 'Mail Order Catalogues'.

Gladiator Challenge ‑ An outdoor event very similar to 'Jeux Sans Frontiers' but with single contestants.

Grand Draw ‑ Apply for licence. Tickets on wide sale. Canvas local shops for prizes.

Greek Night ‑ Hall, Costumes themed. Greek catering, wine and music. Raffle.

Guest Speakers ‑ Over a period, on a host of different subjects.

H
Half & Half Sale (Half to Charity ‑ Half to Donor) ‑ [Self Explanatory]

Hoe Down ‑ Barn Dance with appropriately decorated hall, costume (prize for best). Barbecue menu. Raffle.

Home‑made Wine & Cheese (with tasting Campetition, wine judged). £5 admission.

Horse Race Night ‑ Hire Video ‑ Tote ‑ Refreshments ‑ Raffle.

House to House Appeal (Letter/Envelope) ‑ Attractive Gift Day Envelopes available (Phone Alun Brookfield on 01793 821554 for more details). Keep letters short! Envelopes returned or collected.

Human Fruit Machine ‑ A 'Fete' idea. Either 5 'Clowns' or dressed in suitably prepared cardboard boxes. lot takes money. 2nd, 3rd & 4th have a selection of matching cards. 5th is 'lever' and pays out prizes.

Hymnathon (24 hours) ‑ Either worked through the hymn book ‑ or favourites sung for a fee. Collecting plate.

I
Indoor Games Evening ‑ Darts, Shove Half Penny, Dominoes, Draughts, Table Skittles ‑ fixed price per game. Even Adults enjoy a change. Refreshments. Raffle.

Involve Local Schools/Pubs ‑ Invite Local organisations to run events, or have a collecting "Bottle" for the Charity.

J
Jeux sans Frontieres ‑ A major out‑door event ‑ Local teams competing. Team entry fee. Prizes. Refreshments. Stalls & Side‑shows. Raffle.

Jumble Sale ‑ [Speaks for itself]

K
Karaoke Evening ‑ A bit of fun!

L
Letter Appeal (i.e. Gift Day) ‑ See “House to House Appeal” above. Keep letters short and to the point ‑ one side only!

Line Dance Evening ‑ See ‘Barn Dance'. Instructor needed.

Lingerie Party (Profits) ‑ Ladies night. invite local supplier on percentage basis.
Local Bible Verse Book ‑ Compile Booklet. 

Local Favourite Quotations Book ‑ Publish a book of quotations and sell. 

Local Folklore Book ‑ Invite local folklore & legends ‑ publish and sell. 

Local Recipe Book ‑ Invite favourite recipes ‑publish and sell.

Lottery ‑ Beware the requirements of the Gaming & Lotteries Act.

M
Mad Hatters Tea Party ‑ Mad Hats ‑ Afternoon Tea. Competitions and Prizes.

Mail Order Catalogues ‑ Profits to Church.

Masked Ball ‑ Appropriate Hall decorations ‑ Costumes ‑ Competitions ‑Prizes Raffle. 

Matchbox Marathon (How many different items) ‑ 1p per item, £5 Prize for Winner. 

Medleval Banquet 

Men's Cookery Evening ‑ Entertaining the Ladies. Eat the resulting food. Wine. Raffle. 

Mile of Pennies (10p's) ‑ In a public place, but not as to cause an obstruction.

Murder Mystery Evening ‑ Utilise your imagination! Kits are available.

Music Hall Evening ‑ Recruit M/C. Costumes. Refreshments. Raffle.

N
Nativity Festival (Display of Cribs) ‑ In gather a wide variety of Cribs ‑ charge an Entrance Fee.

Nostalgia Night - Everyone brings their favourite heirloom - 5 minutes each contributor ‑ Entry fee. Refreshments. Raffle.

O
One hundred (Two hundred etc.) Club ‑ Caution ‑ You MUST give away in prize money at least 51% of total received e.g. 100 @ £1 per month = £1,200. £620 in prizes ‑ £580 to church.

Open Gardens ‑ Entrance Fees per Garden or 'Season Ticket' for all. Provide map. Refreshments.
Ox Roast ‑ Evening Event. Could be 'Pig' Roast., [See below] Provide Bar Tent/Soft Drinks. Raffle.

P
Painting Exhibition ‑ [See Art Exhibition].

Pancake Party - an excuse to binge before Lent begins! Sell the pancakes (offer sweet and savoury), have a raffle
Pancake Race (Sponsored) ‑ Entrance fee. Betting? Prizes.

Parish Picnic ‑ A social occasion ‑ developing fellowship. Could form part of a fund‑raising week.

Pasta & Punch Party ‑ [Speaks for itself]

Pate & Plonk Night ~ [See above! 1

Pet Show ‑ Entry and admission charges. Appropriate prizes. Refreshments.

Pet Watch ‑ Reliable church members to house/feed/exercise dogs/cats/goldfish/ hamsters whilst owners are on holiday ‑ for a stated fee. 

Petrol Coupons ‑ central collection for corporate redemption and benefit. 

Pick‑a‑Dish Evening ‑A 'Food Tasting' night ‑ set fee per choice. 

Pie &Punch Party ‑ [See Pasta & Punch above]. 

Pig Roast ‑ [See Ox roast above]. 

Pimms &Plants Evening ‑ An outdoor (Summer/Autumn) event comprising a Party and Plant Sale. 

Pizza & Punch Party ‑ [See 'Pasta' above]. 

Plant StaIl/Fair ‑ A major event ‑ or a stall at a Fair/Fete. 

Ploughman's Supper ‑ Set charge. Profits to Charity.

Pram Race ‑ Entry charge/Prizes ‑ use as a possible publicity stunt for FUND RAISING initiative.

Prize Bingo ‑ Another eye‑catching name for BINGO!

Progressive (Safari) Supper ‑ Meet in Hall for a Sherry. 1st, 2nd and 3rd courses in different houses with different guests ‑ Coffee in Hall to share experiences. '

Promises Auction ‑ See 'Auction of Promises'.

PUBLICITY ‑ ESSENTIAL ‑ Whatever you organise ‑ [Newspapers ‑ Flyers - Posters ‑ Word of Mouth]

Pudding Party ‑ Parishioners invited to supply puddings. Entrance fee eat as many as you like, raffle.

Q
Quiz Night ‑ individual or Team entry charges and public entry. Prizes - Encyclopaedias ‑ Refreshments. Raffle.

R
Race Night ‑ Hire Film or Video. Betting Tote. Refreshments. Rafflee. [See Horse Race Night]

Raffle ‑ [See 'GRAND DRAW]

Recital ‑ Recruit/Import local /professional talent. Refreshments (wine). Sell tickets.

Record Sale ‑ [See 'Book Sale]

Refugee Lunch ‑ soup, Bread & Coffee £5. Best run for 'famine' charities. Enhance with appropriate Speaker/Display.

S
Safari Supper ‑ [see Progressive supper]

Scrap Metal ‑ There is money in scrap metal ‑ if you are prepared to collect/sort/sell it on.

Sell copies of this list to other Fund-raisers!

Skeleton Fair ‑ Photocopy blank lists of 'What I would have spent..." and invite congregation to give their totals!

Skittles Evening ‑ indoor or outdoor.

Skip‑a‑thon ‑ a sponsored event.

Slide Shows ‑ There are many local individuals with slides to show, a tale to tell or invite congregation to bring three favourite slides. Refreshments.

Smartie Tube filling ‑ or any other suitable receptacle ‑ i.e. 35mm film cassette holders. A Smartie tube holds £14 of 20p pieces!

Snookerthon ‑ snooker marathon. Sponsored. Entry charges. Refreshments.

Soiree ‑ A gentle evening with 'Palm Court' music.

Speakers ‑ [See 'Slide shows' above]

Sponge Throwing ‑ A Fair or Fete stall.

Sponsored Abseiling - Almost anyone can do it. For reasons of both safety and insurance cover, make certain that the person at the top of the rope is a qualified abseiling/climbing instructor.
Sponsored Aerobics ‑ A sponsored Aerobathon?

Sponsored Bed Push (good for Publicity) ‑ [See 'Pram Race]

Sponsored Dog Walk ‑ Let your dog be sponsored for a change.

Sponsored Parachute/Bungee Jump ‑ Not for the faint hearted!

Sponsored Walk/Fun - Run/Bike Ride/Silence/Cake Bake & Sell/Swim/Slim (See less of your Vicar/Curate!) /Pickled Onion Peel (See how many the ladies/men will peel in their 2‑4 hour stint)/Toddle (Playgroups/Mums/Dads & Tots).

Sponsored Songs of Praise ‑ £5-10 a Hymn ‑ Let your church choir sing YOUR favourite Hymn ‑ even more than once, if paid for!

Sports Day (Family) ‑ A major outdoor evening ‑ Great fun for all.

Square Dance ‑ [See DANCES]

Stall at Local Market ‑ Always a good place regularly to sell garden produce/cakes/jam etc.

Strawberry Fayre/Tea ‑ A Summer afternoon event ‑ Strawberry and Cream Teas or a TOTALLY STRAWBERRY event. Raffle.

Supper Dance ‑ [See DANCES]

Swap Shop ‑ Like a Jumble Sale, but every item offered for 'SWAP' is £1. Must be in working order, or good quality.

T
Table Top Sale ‑ An indoor 'CAR BOOT' Sale.

Talents (give out £1's or £5's) ‑ With a set time by which profits been to be returned. Announce final total.

Talent Evening ‑ Amateur Talent Night. Admission charge. Small prizes. Refreshments. Raffle.

Talks (illustrated!) ‑ [8ee Slide Shows]

Tea Dance ‑ [See DANCES]

Tea Parties ‑ The afternoon equivalent of a Cheese & Wine Evening. Raffle.

Teddy Bears Bungy – Charge people to ‘bunjy’ their teddy bears from the church tower. Give each teddy a certificate of achievement and use the occasion to sell teas, cakes, crafts. Provide activities for children in the church to keep people there long enough to encourage them to spend their money.

Teddy Bears Picnic – Charge Teddy Entry (or "Free if accompanied"). Provide picnic tea. Teddy Competitions.

Themed Fayres/Fetes ‑ Instead of 'Summer' or 'Autumn' why not try a Mediaeval/Victorian/Wild West etc?

Titanic Party - Costumes, prizes, raffle, etc.
Tombola ‑ Another name for BINGO / LOTTO ‑ or a Game of Chance at a Fete!

Toy Sate ‑ See Auto Jumble ‑ Sell only TOYS & CHILDREN'S "KS.

Tramps & Ragamuffins Night ‑ A Themed Evening. Costume ‑ Prizes ‑ Appropriate 'Nosh'.

Treasure Hunt (Walking/Cars) ‑ Careful planning required. £5 per entry. Prizes. Collective end refreshments.

Tupperware Parties ‑ Profits ‑ Invite Agent on Commission.

U
Used Stamps ‑ Use them to raise funds for CHARITY. Watch out for requests in Charity newsletters.

V
Valentine Supper ‑ A Themed Supper/Dance ‑ with novelty games/dances. Small prizes.

Vicars & Tarts Party ‑ A themed costume party. Appropriate competitions/prizes. Novelty food ‑ savoury and sweet 'tarts'.

W
Webb Ivory Fund‑raising Service

Whist Drive ‑ All you need are Card Tables, Packs of Cards, Card Records, an organised and players.

White Elephant Sale [See Jumble Sales]

Wine &Cheese Party - [See Cheese & Wine Evening]

Wine Walk (Upmarket Pub Crawl) ‑ 3 ‘Hosting' Houses offering appropriate refreshments.

Wobble Barrel ‑ Juice Barrel, a Scaffolding Pole, £5 note hanging at given height. A Fete or Fair game.

Worm Charming Contest ‑ Mark off garden/field. 'Sell' plots. Small prizes. Refreshments.

X
X Marks the spot ‑ Photo of sheep in field + spot the sheepdog’s nose after the tradition of 'spot the Ball'. £1 per entry.

Y
Yodelling Competition - Could be included as an item in a Talent Night. [Throat sweet prizes].

Z
Zoology Evening ‑ Invite a Zoologist/Naturalist with specimens.

