






Memorandum on Applications for Faculties to


Reserve a Grave-space


The following guide lines are issued with the approval of the bishop for the assistance of incumbents.


I am concerned as to the number of Petitions submitted for the reservation of grave spaces in churchyards in the diocese.


I am mindful of the fact the Constitution of the Church in Wales expressly declares that in each parish the P.C.C. is responsible for `the proper care, maintenance and upkeep of all churchyards in the Parish'. In addition, the Constitution expressly states that 'the conservation of churchyards in all respects shall be a concern and duty of P.C.Cs.'.


Thus, the Constitution makes clear the P.C.C. is the body primarily responsible for the maintenance of the churchyard(s) in each parish. In this situation I take the view that if the P.C.C. does not support a petition for the reservation of a grave space I will be loath to grant such a Faculty in anything other than a totally exceptional or deserving case. It is not part of the duties of the Chancellor to usurp the role expressly assigned to the P.C.C. under the terms of the Constitution.


His Honour John Rogers QC Chancellor








