Creative Ideas to get you started!

Some ideas for raising the profile of our SW Tanganyika Link where you are - and raising funds and having fun too. . .
1)
Appoint a “Link Representative” for your parish or group, and we can then keep that person informed of what’s going on.  Make sure you give them space on the church notice board, pew sheets, the parish magazine and the PCC agenda.   Over the coming months, opportunities for links of various kinds - including parish-to-parish - will be on offer.
2)
Use the materials in the pack, especially the DVD which gives a real flavour of the life of our link diocese.  Invite someone from the team that visited in 2010 to come and talk about their experience - all the team are happy to do this, and have lots of pictures and stories to share.

3)
Hold an event or service (or both) with an African theme.  We found that most of the meals we ate on our visit included a simple beef or chicken stew, with rice, boiled potatoes (or plantains or cassava) and peas, beans, finely chopped cabbage or a mixture of tomatoes and onions.  Very often we had water melon slices to follow, and bananas.  Use the recipe sheet included in this pack if you’re feeling adventurous! Fairtrade tea and coffee grown in Tanzania is widely available - the tea may well have been grown in SW Tanganyika Diocese.  
African music CD’s aren’t hard to come by and the Iona Community is one source of African worship material and songs – visit www.iona.org.uk .There are a number of people in our diocese, including the World Mission Officer, who can provide other materials.  If you invite a speaker from the team who went out, we’ll no doubt come with fabrics and artefacts as well as pictures and stories!  You could maybe offer a prize for the best African dress!
4)
We’re focusing on providing bikes for parish priests in SW Tanganyika, and one simple way of raising money for this is to use a simple A5 card, with a picture of a bike on it, divided into forty squares.  A 20p piece for each square adds up to £8 when the card is full - a neat one percent of the total cost (£800) of a trail bike.  Or, of course, you could use Smarties tubes.
5)
Another simple way of raising funds might be to pay a little extra (voluntary!) ‘tax’ on the things that make our lives more comfortable . . . perhaps 10p for each tap in our homes, 15p for each heater or radiator, 20p for each flushing toilet?  A reminder of the difference in possessions and lifestyle, as well as a means of raising money!

6)
While water is less of an issue in SW Tanganyika than in some parts of Africa, reliable supplies of clean water are not widely available, and some areas are pretty arid in the dry season.  So one effective sponsored event could be a water-carry.  Identify the one tap which will be your only source of water for the day, so that all the water you use (or perhaps all water for cooking and drinking) has to be fetched and carried from there.  Youth groups, or scouts or guides, can be sponsored to do the carrying - and have an experience of what it’s like to have to do that every day!

7)
Match projects with people and groups, and reach out into your local community - there’s a range of needs identified by our partners, including sewing and knitting machines, agricultural machines, farm animals . . . Maybe your local Young Farmers might like to raise funds to buy a goat or two, or if you have a local ‘Knit and Natter’ group they might like to fund a knitting machine? See the list of projects included in this pack for more ideas!
8)
Do consider buying your communion wafers from the nuns who make them in SW Tanganyika.  It’s a simple way of providing regular support and encouragement, in a diocese that is working hard to be self-sustaining.
