SOUTH WEST TANGANYIKA FACT SHEET
DIOCESE AND CHURCH LIFE

The diocese was formed in 1952, having been carved out of the Diocese of Nyasaland (which included all of present day Malawi, the whole southwest of Tanzania and parts of Mozambique). 

It covers two districts of Njombe and Ludewa.  Njombe is the main administrative centre and it is developing as a regional centre. Unilever are developing tea production in the area and there are new building works in progress. Ludewa is the second largest town in the diocese with a market for the surrounding area. There is untapped mineral wealth in the area, but road infrastructure is poor.
The official languages are Swahili and English.
The first bishop of the diocese was Leslie Stradling (later Bishop of Johannesburg), and the second John Poole Hughes (later Bishop of Llandaff). Since 1952 two new dioceses have been formed out of parts of South West Tanganyika: to the south of the present diocese, the Diocese of Ruvuma was formed in 1971 and on the northwest side the Diocese of Southern Highlands was formed in 1999. There has been some consideration to forming a new diocese around Ludewa which would be called The Diocese of Mount Livingstone.
The remaining and present diocese stretches 150 miles to the southwest of the diocesan headquarters in Njombe.  Most of the Anglican Church members are in this part of the diocese - in villages on the shores of Lake Nyasa and in the mountains and valleys behind the Lake.

The diocese also stretches a long way to the north and east of Njombe. The Church has been growing quite rapidly in this region.

There were some 28 parishes in the diocese in 2007, with each parish including anything from six to ten churches.
 There are now 34 parishes and approximately 9, 0000 Anglicans and 40 active Priests. The wide geographical spread of the parishes means that parish clergy depend heavily on the help of catechists located at each of their churches.

Parish clergy have enormous distances to cover when visiting their churches to lead worship or do pastoral work, and until recently they have had either to walk or cycle.  The diocese has therefore developed a project to gradually supply parish priests with motor bikes. 

The MU plays a vital and important role in the life of Churches as do the nuns located in houses at Njombe and Sayuni.

EDUCATION
Primary education is compulsory and free, but not enough schools are available to accommodate all of the children. Beyond that, education at secondary level and beyond, normally in the medium of English, is paid for by fees, which is one of the major concerns for clergy families
INCOME

One pound buys approximately 2,160 Tanzanian shillings. American dollars are widely accepted and used.

The average income of a parish priest is equivalent to £60 a month.
There are six larger towns within the diocese, four of which have the status of district capitals. However most church members in SW Tanganyika live in villages where life is simple, and for the most part there are no telephones, postal services or other services.  Some villages have no running water. Only 12% of the population have access to electricity.
One third of the population live below the national poverty line which is $1.1 per person per day.

The average national income is $400 per person per annum. In the UK it is $43,000.
The economy of SW Tanganyika is primarily agricultural.

Fishing plays a vital role in the area surrounding Lake Nyasa as the land is poor. However there is a lack of fishing boats and equipment to fully exploit this resource.

HEALTH

Southwest Tanganyika has the highest maternal death rate in Africa. 6 women die in childbirth for every 100 births.

One in ten children die before their tenth birthday.

Malaria is endemic in SW Tanganyika. Very few have access to mosquito nets or anti malarial tablets.
HIV is a major problem in the diocese. There is a 34% infection rate which is one of the highest in Africa.  Anti-retroviral therapy is available, but its effectiveness is based on good nutrition, which is a problem. There is also some reluctance to use condoms in certain areas.
There is a major need for more medical support, education and training, especially in combating HIV and malaria. Medical centres are few and far between and where there are such centres they run on a low budget, with few facilities or drugs and untrained staff.

PROJECTS

USPG help fund the Bible College and hospital at Milo, some 7,000 feet above Sea level.
There is a heifer project running at Lunyanywi which is transforming the lives of families who are being trained to work cooperatively. They are given the gift of a heifer. Cash income from milk sales is of huge importance in paying for children’s education.

Cefa Njombe milk factory is a joint Roman Catholic and Anglican project, using expertise from Italy.

There is a development of shops in Njombe owned by the cathedral.
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